THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER

LESSON #0001A

A SHORT SKETCH OF
THE HUMAN AUTHOR

I. Author—Apostle Peter (Peter 1:1)
A. Peter was a fisherman (Matt, 4:18), He continued in this, trade for a while after he was led to Christ,

B. He was led to know Christ by his brother, Andrew (John, 1:40-42)

C. His hometown was Bethsaida (John. 1:44), The location of this city is somewhat in doubt, but it was not far from Capernaum. (Compare Matt, 8:5 with verse 14 and Mk. 1:21 with

verse 29,) 

1. Bethsaida means “house of fishing!’ or “fishery.”

2.  2. Most geographers locate the city on the north end of the Sea of Galilee and just to the east of the Jordan.

D. Peter was married and evidently had a family. 

1. Matt. 8:14 speaks of his wife’s mother or mother-in-law being ill. The Romanists will have to admit it is rather difficult to have a mother-in-law without having a wife, nor did he break his matrimonial ties when he was laboring so industriously as an Apostle, 

2. For he is specifically cited by Paul in I Cor. 9:5 as having a Christian wife.

3. Furthermore, it is required of an Elder that he be married (I Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6) and Peter was an Elder at the time he wrote the first epistle (1 Pet, 5: I) Marriages honorable among ALL , , .” (Heb, 13:4).

4. It is the false teacher who is “forbidding to marry    (I Tim, 4:3).

5. His father, whose name is literally rendered ionas (Jonas) has had his name variously translated as Jonas, John, Jonah, and Jona; However, all are translations of the same Greek word.

6. Being brought up in his father’s occupation, he and Andrew “were fishers” (Matt. 4: 18), Luke 5:1-10 reveals that Peter (and evidently Andrew) became partners (koinonos) with the sons of Zebedee in the fishing business, This seems, however, to be a later development, for in Matt, 4:18-22 Peter and Andrew are working together with their father and James and John are working together with theirs, After the Resurrection, Peter returned to his chosen trade with the words, “I go a fishing. (John. 21:3). 
7. If Peter had any formal education, other than that which was standard for a Jew of his day, we are not told of it in the Scriptures. In fact, the opposite seems to be true, according to the fourth chapter of Acts. The Sanhedrin, before whom Peter and John were arraigned for preaching of a resurrected Jesus, perceived that they were “unlearned” (agrammator) men. The word is made up of two parts. The first “a” in the word deprives the rest of the word of its force, as in our prefix un-. The latter part of the word is from gramma (whence our word grammar)-literally, a letter, character in the alphabet. It also meant simply writing, or even a compilation of writings-a book. A grammareus

was one skilled in writing, a scribe. The word came to be associated with one who was learned, especially in matters that pertained to reading and writing. Compare Jn. 7:15 where the Jews said of Jesus, “How knoweth this man letters (grarnmata) having never learned.” Peter’s background was not that of a “lettered” man. The Sanhedrin also perceived Peter and John were “ignorant” men. The stigma now carried with this word is not in the original.

Today if a man is termed “ignorant” he is usually thought of as

a dull-witted or stupid individual. The word idiotes (whence our

word idiot) cannot be so construed. It properly meant “one in private life” (Bagster) and, therefore, one who was devoid of special learning or gifts. We would say “just a plain person.” In

Greek writing it was used of a common soldier (as opposed to a

military officer), a writer of prose (as opposed to a writer of

poetry), Hence here “an unlearned, illiterate man, opposed to the

What an illustration we have here of God taking a humble,

common, ordinary person who was willing to be used of Him, and

turning his life into a spiritual dynamo! How far-reaching was

his influence! There was Paul-learned, educated, and in many

ways refined, God used him! There WBS Peter-rough, uneducated,

unlettered. God used him, Peter could say to those who needed help “What I have, that give I thee.” Reader, are you giving what you have to God? Only the Lord Himself knows what

He can do with your life if all is laid on the altar for Him!

E. Peter was among the “inner circle” apostles-a title given

to Peter, James and John because of their intimacy with Christ

during His ministry, It was these three apostles who witnessed:

1. The raising of Jairus’ daughter, Mark 5:37.

2. The Transfiguration, Matthew 17: 1,

3. The Lord’s agony in Gethsemane, Matthew 26:37,

4. These, along with Andrew, were the recipients of special

instruction on future events, Mark 13:3 ff.
F. His character and nature was enthusiastic and energetic,

though sometimes impulsive and impetuous.

1. When Jesus walked on the water, Mass. 14:22-33.

2. His denial of Christ, Compare Llr. 22:31-34 with 2*2:54-

3. His bold entrance into the empty tomb, in contrast to

4. He was the first of the apostles to witness the Resurrection,

G. His role as leader among the apostles and in the early

church.

Even before Pentecost, his leadership ability is shown in that

he was usually the spokesman for the apostles: John. 21:3, Matthew 16:13-16, 18:21, etc.

1. In every list of the apostles (Matt. 10:2-4, Mark. 3:16-19, Acts 1:13), Peter is mentioned first.

2. In the Book of Acts, he is by far the most prominent character next to the apostle Paul. This is especially seen in the early chapters.

a. He was the first to preach the Gospel to the Jews (Chap. 2)

b. and in his mission to Cornelius (Chapters 10 and11), the first to formally and officially preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. In this way he opened the doors of the Lord’s church with’ the keys of the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 16: 19).

With the exception of the “dissimulation” at Antioch (Gal.

2: 11-14), where Peter “drew back and separated himself” from

the Gentiles for fear of the Jews, the remainder of his life is commendable as far as the Scriptures describe it. Time and again he is mistreated, threatened, imprisoned and beaten, but never again does he deny his Lord. His zeal and fidelity is nowhere better evidenced than Acts 4: 13-20. With John, the Sanhedrin forbade him to speak at all in the name of Jesus. He replied, “Whether it is

right in the sight of God to hearken unto you rather than unto

God, judge ye: for we cannot but speak the things, which we saw

and heard.” Later, after being thrown into prison and miraculously

delivered, they were again brought before the council. The

high priest said, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this

name: and behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your teaching,

and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” But Peter and the

apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men’’ (Acts

(5:28, 29).

H. Jesus renamed him Cephas (Aramaic), or Peter (Greek), which means a pebble, or a small rock.
1. This name suggests Peter's future strength, endurance, and foundational position in the church.
2. It also suggest his dependence on the Church's true Rock: Jesus 


   (Matt. 16:16‑18; Eph. 2:19‑20; 1 Pet. 2:4‑8).
I. A third century Christian, Origen, records that Peter was martyred by being crucified upside down, feeling unworthy to die as Christ had.
THE PLACE OF PETER’S EPISTLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

If the Apostle Paul has placed emphasis on faith in his epistles,

James on works, and John on love, Peter has stressed the need of

persevering and consistent hope-particularly in the midst of trial

and difficulty. He is, therefore, frequently termed, “The Apostle

of Hope.” Note that the subject of suffering for Christ is treated

in every single chapter of his first letter, encouraging the Christians

not to succumb to it. In his second epistle; the false teacher

and deceiver is warned against in every chapter. But in both

epistles the warnings are intended to encourage the Christians

toward steadfastness, in view of their coming reward, Note I Pet.

1:13, 4:19, 5:12; I1 Pet. 1:12-15, 3:ll-14, and especially I1 Pet.

3:l-2, where Peter himself tells us he has a common objective for

both epistles.

INTRODUCTION TO I PETER

I. THE HUMAN AUTHOR.

Though some doubts and uncertainties were entertained in

ancient times concerning the Petrine authorship of the second

epistle, that Peter was the author of the first has never been seriously questioned. From the very beginning it was accepted as an inspired message from the Apostle whose name it bears ( l : l , 5: 12-13), The historical attestation to its authority as an apostolic

document is more than adequate, Polycarp, a disciple of the Apostle John, was martyred in 156 AD, at about 90 years of age, Be refers to the epistle in unmistakable terms as authentic, Iraneaus

(A,D. 115-195, Polycarp’s disciple, quotes it many times.* Clement of Alexandria (AD, 150-216), cites it many times in his

Stromata, one passage (4:8) being quoted five times by actual

count, Eusebius, often called The Father of Church History

(A.D, 260-340), said, “One epistle of Peter, called his first, is

acknowledged. This the presbyters of ancient times have quoted

in their writings, as undoubtedly genuine,”* *

II. BACKGROUND OF I PETER


A. Addressed to Asia Minor.
1. 1 Pet. 1:1 says that the letter was addressed to Christians in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. These were Roman provinces in what is now called Asia Minor, or Turkey.
2. Paul had founded churches in Asia and Galatia; we have letters from him to Ephesus, Colosse, and Galatia. But Peter seems to have known these Christians as well.
3. The people Peter was writing to were mostly likely both Jews and Gentiles who had been converted to the Christian faith. These people had been "scattered"  (1 Pet. 1:1) because of their faith in Christ.

B. Date and Place written
1. 1 Peter was probably written around the time of the   

Neronian persecution, or A.D. 58-64.

We have one certain fact to guide us here: it was written before the destruction of Jerusalem, A.D. 70. There are several references to that history-making even within the epistle; 2:12, 4:7
2. Although the place from which it was written has been the preeminent problem of this epistle, it is given as Babylon (1 Peter 5:13). Many treat this in a metaphorical sense as meaning Rome. However, the legend that Peter was in Rome for 25 years preceding his martyrdom is grounded in the apocryphal writings of the heretical Ebionites.

The list of countries in 1 Peter 1:1 is from east to west, which suggests that the writer was in the East at the time of writing.

Furthermore, Babylon is directly mentioned as the origin, and this epistle was written before Rome was called Babylon in a symbolic way in the Book of Revelation. Also, the direct manner of Peter’s writing, to the extent of bluntness, contradicts the theory that he used Babylon in a symbolic way. If Peter had meant Rome, the chances are that he would have said Rome. There was at this time

a large colony of Jews in ancient Babylon who had fled Rome due to severe persecution under Claudius, and at the time of writing bloody Nero was on the throne. This is in harmony with the theme of the epistle. In spite of the fact that Papias mentions the death of Peter as occurring in Rome, there is no substantial historical basis for this supposition.

C. Immediate Setting
1. The Christians addressed by Peter in this epistle were experiencing many trials for their faith (1:6‑7).
2. Slander by fellow citizens was one of those trials 

(2:12).
3. Darker still were the shadows of Roman persecution by the state, which Christians throughout the Roman empire feared. Everyone knew about those martyred by Nero in Rome. Would the fires spread to the Christians in Asia Minor?
4. Peter wrote this letter not to assure the Christians that persecution would not come, but to encourage them to stand true and endure suffering for Christ's sake and with His strength, even as the persecution grew more intense.
In 5:12 we have the statement, “By Silvanus I have written

unto you briefly , , ,” (Silvanus is another name for Silas, the

traveling companion of Paul.) Some have supposed that Silvanus

was involved in the composition of the letter as the writer or secretary, rather ,than the messenger, This is the view of A. T. Robertson, who also infers that Silvanus was, on occasion, Paul’s

amanuensis, By comparing I1 Thess. 3: 17 with 1 : 1-2, one sees this as a possibility but not a certainty, The word here rendered “by” (dia) it is true, was sometimes used anciently of one who wrote for another. It basically means “through” or “by means of,” But most critics have simply understood by this that the epistle was

being sent by this “faithful brother.”

In 1: 1-2 we have two facts about those to whom this epistle

was addressed: (1) they lived in Asia Minor (Turkey) and (2)

they were Christians,

Some have thought that Peter, like James (Jas. 1 : 1) was addressing Jews exclusively. This error, it seems, has arisen mainly

because of confusion concerning the term “dispersion.” See comments,

1 : 1, That Peter does address his letter to Hebrew Christians

seems obvious, for throughout the epistle he assumes the

reader is familiar with the Old Testament and its terminology:

But it is also very obvious from even a superficial reading of

the book, that the apostle intended Gentile Christians to receive

and study it. See such passages as 2:10 (compared with Eph. 2:

11-13) and 4:3. Peter’s benediction is general; “unto you all that

are in Christ” (54). True, the “Gentiles” are mentioned in the

third person, 2: 12, 4: 3, but Peter consistently uses this term with

reference to wicked Gentiles-heathens.

It seems best, therefore, to regard the epistle as being addressed

to all Christians within the geographical boundaries specified.

III. DATE OF WRITING.

Conjectured dates range from AD. 58 to 64. We have one certain

fact to guide us here: it was written before the destruction of Jerusalem, A.D. 70. There are several references to that history-

making even within the epistle; 2:12, 4:7 (where see notes).

III. Main Themes:
A. The Reality of Suffering in the lives of Christians – offers encouragement and challenge. Suffering is mentioned 16 times by using 8 different Greek terms.
B. Centered on God the Father and Jesus Christ.
C. Christians are sinners who used to live in the darkness of paganism but have been brought into an experience of salvation.
D. Christians are the people of God and are described in terms drawn from the Old Testament descriptions of Israel.
E. The Old Testament is seen as a Christian book – at least in its prophetic teaching about the Messiah and His people.
F. Strong emphasis on Christian conduct (“holiness”).
G. Holy Spirit is prominent.
THEME: 

Christian hope in the time of trial

Peter deals with doctrine and handles weighty subjects. This is seen in his treatment of the great words of the gospel, many of which are gathered together at the outset (1 Peter 1:2) — elect, foreknowledge, sanctification, obedience, blood, and the Trinity. He used some of these words several times. Added to these are: 

Salvation (used three times), revelation (with cognate words, used five times), glory (with cognate words, used sixteen times), faith (five times), and hope (four times).

Peter has been called the apostle of hope; Paul, the apostle of faith; John, the apostle of love

. The word that conveys the theme, however, is suffering (which, with cognate words, occurs sixteen times). The word hope is tied to it — the Christian hope in the time of trial.

OUTLINE OF FIRST PETER
I. INTRODUCTION AND GREETING 1:1-2 
II. THE GREAT SALVATION 1:3-12 
1. Thanksgiving for it. 1: 3-5.

2. Worthy of Trial and Affliction, 1:6-9.

3. Deep Concern of Prophets and Angels. 1:10-12.

III. THE CALL TO HOLINESS 1: 13-2:I2
1. Sobriety and Spiritual Readiness, 1:13-14.

2. Godliness, 1:15,16,

3. Fearing God. 1:17.

4. The Christian’s Ransom. 1:18-21,

5. Brotherly Love, 1:22-25.

6. Things to Put Away. 2:1.

7. Being Like Babies. 2:2

8. The Living Stone and Spiritual House. 2:3-10.

IV. DUTIES TOWARD OTHERS 2:13-3:I2
1. Toward Civil Government, 2:13-17.

2. Toward Masters, 2:18-25.

3. Toward Husbands. 3:l-6.

4, Toward Wives, 3:7.

5. Toward Christian Brethren. 3:8

6. Toward Revilers. 3:9-12.

V. SUFFESINGS AND THE GLORIES
TO FOLLOW 3: 13-4: 19

1. Proper Conduct When Suffering for Righteousness. 3: 13-17,

2. The Example of Christ. 3:18-4:6.

3. Service to God and Christians Enjoined in View of

Impending Calamity. 4:7-19.

VI. EXHORTATIONS TO ELDERS 5:1-4 
VII. FINAL EXHORTATIONS TO BE SUBMISSIVE,

 HUMBLE, TRUSTFUL AND WATCHFUL 5:5-11

VIII. PERSONAL MATTERS AND SALUTATIONS 5: 12-14  
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