THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER

LESSON #0003A

III. CALL TO HOLINESS

Living Before God Our Father


13. Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

14. as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 

15. but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 

16. because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”
17. And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 

18. knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,

19.  but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

20. He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21. who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.


The Enduring Word


22. Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 

23. having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 

24. because
“All flesh is as grass,
And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass.
The grass withers,
And its flower falls away,
25. But the word of the Lord endures forever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.

I . Sobriety and Spiritual Readiness 1:13, 14
13. Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

Expanded Translation

Wherefore (on this account) girding up the loins of your mind

(and thus preparing it for whatever difficulties you may encounter),

be perfectly self-controlled and fix your hope unswervingly

on the grace that is to be brought unto you at the time Jesus

Christ comes again.

Wherefore

i.e., “Because of what I have just stated , . .”

girding up the loins of your mind

This phrase is a metaphor signifying preparedness. We need to prepare our minds for action and what may come next in our lives. It is derived from a practice of the Orientals. In order to be unimpeded in their movements, they were accustomed, when about to start on a journey or engage in any work, to bind their long and flowing garments closely around their bodies and fasten them with a leathern girdle. The thought is that of mental and spiritual preparedness for the assignments and work of a Christian, being similar in meaning to our expression, “Roll up your sleeves.”

Notice here that we are to gird up the loins of our minds. It is

as if the Apostle pictured the minds of some as though they were

a loose, hanging, flowing garment, His advice is, “pull it together.”

Thus Souter, in commenting on this phrase, says the opposite of

mental slackness is referred to. The word rendered “girding up”

is here in the middle voice-the action being done to or for one’s

self,) Our minds must be braced and prepared for the vicissitudes

of life and the trials that come our way,

be sober

nepho, literally meaning to “be sober” in the sense of being unintoxicated, We must be free from every form of mental and spiritual drunkenness, from passion, rashness, etc. The word refers to one who is calm and collected in spirit, temperate, well balanced

and self-controlled. Living in this manner, we are better equipped

to ward off Satan, as is shown also in 4: 7 and 5: 8,

and set your hope perfectly

That is, altogether or completely. Most critics connect the “perfectly,” with the hope, however, some connect it with the “be

sober,” translating the phrase “with perfect soberness set your

hope , , ,” or “with the strictest self-control fix your hope . . .” etc.

on the grace that is to be brought unto you at the

revelation of Jesus Christ

Obviously referring to our ultimate salvation which will be

granted to us when Christ returns to earth. Compare the use of

“grace” in v. 10.

On this whole passage, compare Luke 12:35-36.

14. as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 

Expanded Translation

In the manner of children who practice obedience, not conforming

yourself in mind, character, speech or action to the strong desires

which formerly ruled you in the days in which you lacked

knowledge:

As children of obedience

A Hebrew idiom referring to those whose obedience is their

outstanding quality or characteristic; i.e., “as obedient ones , . .”

Compare Eph. 2:2 and the term “sons of disobedience,”

not fashioning yourselves according to your former lusts

The word suschematidzo (“fashioning yourselves”) is derived

from sun, with, and schema, figure, fashion, form. When used of

people, sun indicated everything in a person which strikes the

senses: the figure, bearing, discourse, actions, manner of life, etc.

“Fashioning yourselves,” then, is to fashion in accordance with,

conform or assimilate one’s self to, etc., and would include the

whole “pattern” or “shape” of one’s life, Please carefully notice

the only other passage in the New Testament where this word

occurs, Rom. 12: 1-2, We must “fashion ourselves” after Christ,

not after our former desires of the flesh.

in the time of your ignorance

Agnoia simply indicating lack of knowledge. See Acts 17: 30,

Eph. 4:18. We must not go back to those days before we were

enlightened by the Gospel Message.

2. Godliness 1 :15, 16

15. but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 

16. because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”

Expanded Translation

but (in contrast) according as he who called you is holy, you

yourselves must also be holy in every phase of your behavior

and conduct, inasmuch as it has been written (and still applies),

you must be holy, for I am holy.

but like as he who called you is holy,

Christians must be “holy” (hagios), The word carries the basic

thought of separation. When meat or other objects were to be

given as a sacrifice to the gods, they were hagios-Le., not to be

employed in their common or ordinary usage, but dedicated to the

idol (s) , So God’s children are separated for a holy purpose, set

aside, as it were, exclusively for God’s use!

Note that our holiness is to extend to every phase of life and

conduct-“in ALL manner of living.”

because it is written

Literally, “it stands written”; i.e., “Here is a reason from the

Scriptures, which I am applying to the present case.” The Scripture

referred to is found in Lev, 11:44, 19:2, or 20:7.

3. Fearing God 1:17
17. And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 

Expanded Translation

And in view of the fact you regard God as your Father and therefore call upon Him, who without respecting any man’s person

(race, color, status, wealth, etc,) judges according to the nature

of every man’s doings, you must live reverently all the time of

your stay here on earth;

without respect of persons

This phrase is all one word in the original-an adverb describing

the manner of God’s judgment. His judgment will be without

partiality. But man’s judgment is often partial (Jas. 2: 1-9), and

Peter himself had been guilty of this sin at Antioch (Gal. 2 : l l -

14),* The over-all meaning of the word before us is respect of

persons in the sense of partiality. It is the fault of one who, when

called upon to give judgment has respect to the outward circumstances of men and not their intrinsic merits. He therefore prefers, as the more worthy, one who is rich, high-born, influential,

or powerful, to another who is destitute of such gifts. I God’s judgment is complete, unbiased, thorough, exact, and

honest - all of which traits are frequently lacking in earthly

courts and judges. This truth about the character of God’s judgment may either be a consoling and comforting or a fearful and horrifying realization. If our hearts are pure and undefiled, we

will not fear the piercing and penetrating judgment of God as He

lays bare “the thoughts and intents of the heart.” But if we are

harboring secret sins and hidden crimes of which we have never

repented, these words of the Holy Spirit may turn into words of

dread! Instead of “looking for and earnestly desiring the coming

of the day of God’’ (I1 Pet. 3: 12), there is only “a certain fearful

expectation of judgment” (Heb. 10:27),

according to each man’s work

Each man is held responsible for his own actions, thoughts, and

words, Perhaps the thought of God’s waiting reward is in the

mind of the Apostle here-encouraging them to personal fidelity,

*On God’s impartiality in judgment, (see also Acts 10:34t, Eph. 6:9, Col. 3:25, Rom. 2:11). even in the midst of persecution and trial.

pass the time of your sojourning in fear

The word paroikia (“sojourning”), is not the same word as sojourners in 1:l. It is from para, beside, and oikeo, to dwell.

Thus, literally, “to dwell by the side of,” that is, by the side of foreigners or strangers. It was used of the stay which travelers

made in a place, while finishing some business. Christians, then,

are here pictured as temporary residents in this present world.

Their home is not here-they are only here a short time to take

care of some very specific business: preparing for their eternal

home and urging others to do the same! See Heb. 11: 13-16.

IN FEAR-i.e., of God, Our lives must be lived with a holy

awe, reverence, and veneration toward our Heavenly Father

(Acts 9:31). In its highest form, it comes to be filial fear of God

Himself, and the fear of the Day of Judgment is cast out (I Jn.

4: 17-18), Did you hear about the two boys who were about to

commit some crime? One said, “I’m not going to do it because of

what Dad would do to me.” But his brother said, “I’m not going

to do it because of what it would do to Dad.”

4. The Christian’s Ransom 1:18-21

18. knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,

19.  but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

Expanded Translation

realizing that you were freed by ransom, not with perishable

things such as silver and gold, from the hollow and useless life

handed down from your ancestors; but rather with the precious

blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish and without

spot.

knowing that ye were redeemed

That is, were liberated by payment of ransom, The word lutroo,

according to Vine, signifies the actual deliverance, the setting at

liberty. It was frequently used by the ancients when slaves were

brought out of captivity. The slave was evaluated by the amount

of money paid.* Living in the confines of sin, we were captives

of Satan (I1 Tim. 2:26). But our Saviour tells us, “He hath sent

me to proclaim release to the captives” (Luke 4:18). And what

was the price the Father paid that He might have us back in His

good graces? $100,000? No! Something far more valuable was

paid!

not with corruptible things, with silver or gold

“Corruptible” being used here in the sense of “perishable”-i,e,,

liable to decay and ruin. The word phthartos, used here, stands

opposed to aplzthartos (“incorruptible”) which occurs in 1 :4. The

two words are vividly contrasted in 1 Cor, 9:25: “And every man

that strives in the games exercises self-control in all things. Now

they do it to receive a corruptible (phthartos) crown; but we an

incorruptible (aphthartos) .”

from your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers

Their previous life was “vain,” devoid of success, useless, to no

purpose, hence, corrupt, perverted-for so the word mataios signifies, Surely several of them had been relatively successful in

realms of business, politics, music, or farming. But until a man

hands his life over to the Master, unconditionally surrendering

his whole being to Him, his life is only a hollow void!

Their previous way of living had been passed down to them by

their forefathers and ancestors. In the case of the Jews, it meant

holding to the Law of Moses, along with all the accompanying

traditions of the family’s particular sect, In the case of the Gentile,

it meant the perpetuation of Idolatry and often some heretical

philosophy. It is human nature to want to preserve the status

quo in the realm of religion, Ancestor worship is still extant and

not only in China!

but with precious blood

Much more precious, costly, and dear in the mind of God than

all the gold of Croesus! Here is the “ransom money,” and only

Christ could pay it.

as of a lamb without blemish and without spot

The picture of the sacrificial lamb was familiar to all Peter’s

readers, but especially to the Hebrews, and the latter well knew

the requirements of perfection God demanded (Lev. 22:21-22).

Christ is frequently referred to as such a lamb, sacrificed once

and for all (Jn. 1:29, 36; Acts 20:28; Rev. 13:8, 5:6).

The contrast of these verses is one of values. The blood of our

Saviour is far more valuable than any amount of money (“silver

and gold”).

20. He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you
Expanded Translation

This sacrifice of Christ and the work it would accomplish was

known by and provided for ahead of time by God; indeed, even

before the world was cast into place (as a foundation is placed

down) ; but this was all manifested at the end of the Mosaic dispensation in your behalf and for your salvation,

Who

i.e., Christ.

was foreknown

Proginosko. See comments under 1:2, where the noun form of

this verb occurs.

before the foundation of the world

The word “foundation,” katabole, is a compound word made up

of kata, down, and ballo, throw or cast. Hence, literally, a throwing, lying, or casting down. The picture is one of God “laying” or “casting” the world into place, as likened unto a man who has “thrown down” a foundation for a building. Here, of course, the word must be taken as a figure of speech and not pressed into something literal! See Jn. 17:24, and especially Eph. 1:4. The phrase is equivalent to “before the world was” (Jn. 17:5); i.e., before it existed. The phrase “from the foundation of the world” occurs in a similar setting in Matt. 13:35, 25:34.

Though the word “world” (kosmos) may also mean “age,” it

seems best here to leave it as it stands, for the phrase “before the

foundation of the world” was a familiar expression, going back

beyond my particular age or dispensation.

but was manifested at the end of the times for your sake

When was this time? When was the salvation of the world made available through the sacrifice of Christ? At the end of what

times? The word “end,” eschatos, means last, utmost, extreme.

The making known of Christ’s redemptive work was at, (epi

upon, i.e., upon or at the conclusion of) the final stages of some

period of history. It seems apparent that the reference can only

be to the final times of the Mosaic period-the period of approximately fifteen hundred years in which the Law of Moses was in force. In Acts 2: 17, Peter, quoting the prophecy of Joel, tells US, “And it shall come to pass in the last days (eschatais hemerais) , . .” which prophecy had very specific reference to the nation of Israel. Concerning the impending doom of the Jews, see under 2: 12 and 4: 7.

21. who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith
Expanded Translation

(you) who through him (Christ) are believers in God, the one

who raised him up out of the dead ones and bestowed glory upon

him, so that your faith and hope might be in God.

who through him are believers in God is through the person of Christ. Jn, 14:6, Eph. 2:17-18.

who through him are believers in God

The only way any man, Jew or Gentile, ever comes to know God is through the person of Christ. John 14:6, Ephesians 2:17-18.

that raised him from the dead

The resurrection and consequent glorification on God’s right

hand of Christ, gives us a basis or reason for confidence in God.

It was obviously His working, and it caused us to believe on Him

through Christ. Peter lays great stress on the importance of the

resurrection, not only in his epistles, but also in his speeches recorded in the Book of Acts (Acts 2:32-36, 3:15, 4:10).
5. Brotherly love 1:22-25

22. Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 

23. having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 

Expanded Translation

Having purified and cleansed your souls in your hearkening, submission, and obedience to the truth that issues into undisguised

(Le., real, sincere) love of the brethren, you must love one another

out of your heart-intensely and fervently; having been begotten

again (regenerated), not from corruptible or perishable

seed, but from incorruptible or imperishable, through the Word

of God which keeps on living and keeps on abiding.

Seeing ye have purified 

All one word in the original, The perfect tense is used here, indicating action in the past with presently existing results, They had been and were now cleansed, and are to continue living in such a way as to remain pure.

your souls

ie., their lives, beings, selves.
in your obedience to the truth

This is how the purification was accomplished-by responding

to and submitting to the truth of God’s Word. Souls are not purified when one submits to false teaching or deceitful doctrines. “If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (Jn. 8:31-32).
unto unfeigned love of the brethren

That is, one of the results or effects of a purified life is brotherly

love. The word “unto” (eis), may signify here, “into the realm

of.” Peter, it seems to me, is saying that one of the natural outcomes of a life given over to Jesus IS brotherly love. The purified life issues into the realm of brotherly affection.

love one another

Imperative: “YOU must love one another,’’ But why do we

have here a further exhortation concerning brotherly love, when

the Apostle had just complimented them for possessing this virtue?

Some say the reason for the second exhortation is found in

the two different words rendered ‘‘1ove.” In the first (philade2

phia) we find philos, from the verb phileo, a word that is supposed

to have personal pleasure or joy as a motive of the lover.

In the second “love” (agapao), we have a nobler word, where the

lover loses his affection on the worthiness and preciousness of the

thing or person loved, If this be a clear-cut distinction which holds

true here, Peter’s exhortation is to further develop and grow from

a phileo type of love to an agapao type.*

from the heart

Literally, out of the heart, Such love must be from within one.
How needful is this virtue among God’s children!

fervently

An adverb defined as earnestly, fervently, intensely. The adjective

occurs in 4: 8 (“being fervent”). The root verb from which

this word is derived signifies to stretch out or stretch forth, as

when one is reaching out to acquire something. Effort is involved

in true Christian brotherliness!

Literally, out of the heart, Such love must be from within one.

having been begotten again

One word in the original, anagennao: ana, again, and gennao,

to beget, generate. We were begotten the first time by our physical

or human fathers (for so is gennao used in Matt. 1:2, 16, etc.).

We were begotten the second time by our Spiritual Father. God

is responsible for our very existence as spiritual creatures., The phrase looks to the whole process of regeneration.

not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible

On “corruptible “Corruptible” being used here in the sense of “perishable”-i.e. liable to decay and ruin. The word phthartos, used here, stands opposed to aplzthartos (“incorruptible”), which occurs in 1:4. The two words are vividly contrasted in 1 Corinth 9:25: “And every man that striveth in the games exerciseth self-control in all things. Now they do it to receive a corruptible (phthartos) crown; but we an incorruptible (aphthartos).”
from your vain manner of life handed, on “incorruptible” see 1 : 4, God’s Word has a permanent, imperishable, nondecaying quality. It shall never fade away (Matt, 241:35), and neither will those in whose hearts it is planted and in whose lives it is continually retained.

through the Word of God, which liveth and abideth

In our first birth the begetting was with perishable seed. Not

so with the new birth!

The last two verbs, “liveth , . abideth,” are present participles

in the original: ‘‘, , . the continually living word and the continually enduring word.” Note the Expanded Translation. These

verses, then, are inseparably connected with those that follow.

24. because
“All flesh is as grass,
And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass.
The grass withers,
And its flower falls away,
25. But the word of the Lord endures forever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.

Expended Translation

Inasmuch as,

All flesh is like grass,

And all of its glory (splendor, brightness) is like the flower of grass.

The grass withers and dries up, and the flower falls off,

But the Word of the Lord remains and abides into the ages

-for ever.

And this word of good tidings is the very word which was preached unto you,

The passage here referred to is Isa, 40:6-8, but this is not an

exact quotation. New Testament writers sometimes take their

thought from an Old Testament passage without attempting to

quote verbatim.

For

For Or “inasmuch as” or “because.” In these verses, then, we have

added confirmation concerning the eternal nature of God’s Word,

 “which lives and abides.”

All flesh is as grass

Both are temporal and transitory in nature.

And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass

The word “thereof,” autes, is feminine and must, therefore, refer

back to the word “flesh,” which is the same gender. The glory

of man is, like the glory of the flower, short-lived! The Psalmist

remarked concerning our days, “Yet is their pride but labor and

sorrow; for it is soon gone (A.V. “soon cut off”), and we fly

away” (Psa. 90:10).

The grass withers and the flower falls

i.e., they both come to an end after a short life.
It is true of man, and also of man’s word and wisdom.

But the Word of the lord abides forever

In view of what is stated in the latter part of the verse, it seems

this prophecy, though in all likelihood having immediate application to God’s message to Israel through the prophet, had a future reference to the Gospel Age and the teachings of Christ. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). Note that the prophecy just preceding this one in Isaiah is also Messianic (Isa. 40:3).

Do not miss Peter’s point! In v. 23 he speaks of our being begotten

again, not with perishable seed as we were the first time

by our human parents, but with the imperishable seed from our

Heavenly Father by His Eternal Word. Verse 24 illustrates this

truth, by likening humanity to the grass of the field and its flower.

All flesh (including human flesh with which we were first

begotten), is such as quickly perishes! Not so with the Word of

God!*

And this is the word of good tidings which was

preached unto you

The term “good tidings,” evaggelidzo, means, basically, to address

with good tidings or news. But its most frequent use in the

New Testament is in reference to the Gospel Message, the message

of salvation through the Son of God.**

This last phrase brings the whole subject of the Apostle’s discussion to bear with great force upon the Christians. The eternal

word was not just the Old Testament message, but the Gospel

that had been preached to them, and by which they had been begotten!

We are begotten when we believe the Gospel, the good

tidings of the New Testament.

Having been begotten again by such as the Word of God is,

it should truly cause us to love one another, v, 22,
QUESTIONS OVER CHAPTER ONE

1, What is the meaning of the name “Peter”?

2, Who are the elect?

3, How are Christians sojourners?

4, What was “the Dispersion” in the mind of a Jew?

How is this term used in v. I?

5, Define “foreknowledge.”

6. How did God “beget us again”?

7, Why does a Christian have a living hope?

8. List four identifying marks of the Christian’s inheritance.

9. How is our faith proved?

10. Why does a Christian “rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory”?

11, What is the end of our faith in Christ?

12, What two classes or groups of persons are spoken of as being very interested in matters pertaining to our salvation?

13. What, specifically, did the prophets want to know?

14. By what Spirit did the prophets speak? 

(Explain your answer.)

15. How are a Christian’s blessings superior to an angel‘s?

16. What is pictured in the phrase, “girding up the loins of your minds”?

17. How does Peter appeal to his readers to live holy lives? 

(13-16.)

18. How does God judge?

19. How does this compare with the judgment of man?

20, We were not redeemed with _____________________.

21, We were redeemed with _________________________.

22, When was Christ foreknown?

23. Where is our faith and hope to be?

25. What is the nature of the seed by which we were begotten?

26. All flesh is likened unto ______________ and its glory unto

      _______________________. 

27. To whom was “this word of good tidings” preached?
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