THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER

LESSON #0007A

I Peter 3:13-4:19

Suffering for Right and Wrong


13. And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 

14. But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.” 

15. But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 

16. having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 

17. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.


Christ's Suffering and Ours


18. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 

19. by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 

20. who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 

21. There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22. who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.


Chapter 4


​ 1. Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 

2. that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 

3. For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 

4. In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. 

5. They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 

6. For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.


Serving for God's Glory


7. But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. 

8. And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” 

9. Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 

10. As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. 

11. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.


Suffering for God's Glory


12. Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 

13. but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 

14. If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 

15. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's matters. 

16. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.
17. For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?

18.  Now
“If the righteous one is scarcely saved,
Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?”
19. Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.

V. SUFFERING AND THE GLORIES TO FOLLOW

3:13 - 4:19

I . Proper Conduct When Suffering For Righteousness

3:13-17

13. And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 

14. But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.” 

Expanded Translation

And who is he that will be harming you, if you are eager and

zealous to do what is good and right? But even if you might suffer

in behalf of (or, on account of) righteousness, you are blessed.

And do not fear their fear (i.e., the things they do which would

cause fear), neither let your mind be troubled, disquieted, or

terrified.

he that will harm you

HARM-kakoo (from the same root as kakos, “evil,” which

occurred once each in verses IO, 11 and 12) : to maltreat, cause

evil to, oppress, afflict, harm.

if ye be zealous

ZEALOUS-dotes. The primary meaning is one burning with

zeal; a zealot. Hence, one most eagerly desirous of something,

zealous for a thing, a diligent aspirant, a devoted adherent. It is

from the root word zeo which meant, according to Thayer, “to

boil with heat, be hot”-a word sometimes used by ancient classic

writers of boiling water,

The idea of the passage is, “if you live such a life as just recommended in my previous exhortation, you need not fear.”

There are two basic interpretations of these verses:

1. Christians are generally safe. Matthew Henry states: “this, I

suppose, is spoken of Christians in an ordinary condition, not in

the heat of persecution. ‘Ordinarily, there will be but few SO diabolical and impious as to harm those who live so innocently and

usefully as you do,’ ” Worthy of thought under this consideration

is the statement of Gal. 5:23, where, after listing the fruits of the

Spirit that should be evident in a Christian’s life, Paul said,

“against such there is no law.”

2. That we will not really be harmed (actually or permanently),

Those who hold this view would cite such passages as Matt,

10:28, Mark l0:e9, 30, Rom. 8:28, So Lange states: “the sense

is not: nobody will have any mind to harm you. Peter, at least,

knew the world differently, and his Master had foretold differently”

(Ch. 2:12, 18, 3:9; Matt. 10:22, 23, 38-39. Likewise,

Pulpit Commentary: “St. Peter does not mean, Who will

have the heart to harm you? He knew the temper of the Jews and

heathen; he knew, also, the Saviour’s prophecies of coming persecution too well- to say that.” Similarly, Zerr, Ellicott, and others, In view of what is stated in v, 14 however, it seems this passage expresses ordinary circumstances, but that persecution would sometimes be their lot.

fear not their fear

i.e,, the things they (the persecutors) do which would cause

fear. “Be not afraid of the terror which they cause.” ‘‘. , , do not

dread or be afraid of their threats”-Amplified N. T. They are

not to be upset and fretful over the terror which their enemies

would seek to instill.

neither be troubled

TROUBLED-terrasso: to cause one inward commotion, take

away his calmness of mind, disquiet, make restless , . , strike one’s

spirit with fear or dread.

15. But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 

Expanded Translation

But in your hearts, sanctify and reverence Christ as Lord; being

ready and prepared at any and every time to give answer (make

a defense) to every person who asks you a reason (asks you to

give an account) concerning the hope that lies within you, yet

with meekness, mildness, forbearance, along with reverence and

respect.

but sanctify in your hearts Christ as lord

Other translations of this passage could be “but sanctify in your

hearts the Lord Christ” or ‘‘. , , sanctify the Christ as Lord.”

SANCTIFY-hagiadzo. See our complete definition of the adjective

form of the same word (hagios) in 1: 15. Thayer says this

word has its more primary meaning here, listing it along with

Matt. 6: 9 and Luke 1 1 : 2, as meaning: “to render or acknowledge

to be venerable, to hallow.” our protector.

Being ready always to give answer to every man

READY-ketoimos: “of persons; ready, prepared . . . for (the

doing of) a thing.”-Thayer. See also Tit. 3:l where the same

word is used and in a similar sense.

ALWAYS-aei (a word closely related to aion, a word which

occurs many times in the Scriptures and usually translated “age”

or “eternal”). The word is an adverb and means always; i.e., (1)

perpetually, incessantly (Acts 7:51, Tit. 1: 12) ; (2) invariably, at

any and every time (here), Notice the relationship of the Greek

word to our word aye. It is from this Greek word that the old

English word was derived.

GIVE ANSWER-apologia (whence our word apologetic) , verbal

defense, speech in defense. Originally a speech made by a prisoner

in his defense, it was later applied to the treatises written in

defense of the Christian faith. Compare I Cor, 9:3, “defense.”

 yet with meekness and fear

“fear” under 2: 18. Note the Expanded Translation.

demands:

The reference here may especially be with a vieT. to Christ as

“Meekness” is defined and discussed under 2:17, 18, 3:2, and

Concerning the testimony about our hope in Christ, this verse

1. We must be prepared or ready to give it.

2. We must be such always-at any and every time.

3. We must be able to do “to every man.”

4. We must do so “with meekness and respect.”

Do you meet these qualifications?

16. having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 

17. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

Expanded Translation

Having a good (pure, clear, approving) conscience; so that, wherein you are spoken against (slandered, abused with words), they may be made ashamed who revile (falsely accuse) your good conduct in Christ. For it is more excellent to suffer for doing good,

if the will of God should so will, than for doing evil.

Having a good conscience

&e also 2~19, 3:21. The word suneidesis, is defined fully by

Thayer as “the soul as distinguishing between what is morally

good and bad, prompting to do the former and shun the latter,

commending the one, condemning the other,” When one has a

“conscience” about a subject or matter, he has a sense or consciousness of right or wrong concerning that subject. But here the Apostle exhorts us to have a “good conscience,” What would this include? Probably here a good conscience refers to an approving one, Notice the context, In spite of the ridicules and jeers of the worldling that spoke against them, they were to have a conscience that approved of their actions so that they inwardly felt that God was with them.

Taking a broader view of the term “good conscience,” according

to the Scriptures, it is commendable to have:

1. An informed conscience (I Cor. 8:l-8).

2, A pure conscience (Heb. 9:13-14, I Tim. 3:9).

3. A sensitive, responsive, or tender conscience, (Notice I Tim.

4. A good conscience (here),

Some may have an approving conscience when they are really

in sin. This can easily happen if we do not constantly inform and

educate our conscience that it might properly approve what the

Scriptures approve. It would sting us and prick us when the Bible’s

teachings condemn our actions, A thermostat is an excellent help

in keeping your house warmed by the heat of the furnace, if it is

in good working order. So with the conscience. If it is properly

informed, sensitive and pure, then it will approve what is endorsed

by God’s Word.

they may be put to shame

(kataischuno) ,

who revile your good manner

REVILE-epereadzo, Compare epereia, spiteful abuse, to insult,

treat abusively, use despitefully, revile. Thayer says it is here used

in a forensic sense, meaning to accuse falsely.

For it is better

able; hence, more conducive to good.

if the will of God should so will

Literally, if wills the will o€ God.

Suffering for well-doing is to our credit-a compliment to us,

See Matt, 5: 10-12, and in this book, Ch. 4: 14-16 and 2: 19-20. Suffering 4: 1-2, which describes the opposite.)

This is all one word in the original. See it defined under 2:6

BETTER-kreitton, means more excellent, superior, more valu.3:

suffering for evil-doing is to our discredit, and is something to be

ashamed of.

2. ‘The Example Of Christ 3:18 - 4:6

18. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 

19. by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 

Expanded Translation

Because Christ also suffered (some MSS have died) for sins (or

possibly, sinners) once for all, the righteous one in behalf of the

unrighteous ones, in order that he might bring us into the good

graces of God (by reconciling us to Him); having been put to

death indeed in the realm of the flesh, but made alive in the realm

of the spirit; in which form he (Christ) also went and preached

(by means of such men as Noah) unto the spirits (presently)

in prison,

suffered for sins once

ONCE-hapax, is an adverb usually meaning simply once (I1

Cor. 11:25), but sometimes once for all: Heb. 6:4, 9:26. Thayer

says the word here is used of what is so done as to be of perpetual

validity and never need repetition.

the righteous for the unrighteous

“Righteous” is singular, referring to Cbrist, while “unrighteous”

is plural, referring to the lost. The word “for,” huper, may be

rendered “in behalf of” or “for the sake of.” On this whole phrase

see also Rom. 5.6, I1 Cor. 5:2l, Heb. 9:28. Christ so suffered when

He died for you and me!

The reason for this statement is evidently to show us that we

have a divine example and pattern for those who suffer for well doing.

He was just, innocent and guiltless, yet He suffered.

that he might bring us to God

Prosago, meaning to lead or conduct to, bring. This word was

sometimes used in a nautical sense of a ship or craft that was approaching land, particularly a harbor (Acts 27:27). How good it

is when Christ, our Captain, pilots us out of the stormy seas of

life and into God’s serene harbor, the Church.

The death of Christ on the cross was the means of reconciling

sinners to God (Eph. 2: 141-18), Peter opens up one of the deeper

aspects of the death of Christ. The veil that hid the Holy of Holies

was then rent in twain, and believers were invited and encouraged

to draw near into the immediate presence of God,

The reference to His sufferings leads Peter (vss. 18-20) into a

statement of the various ways in which Christ suffered, and of

His ultimate triumph, By His example in His sufferings, and by

His final victory, the Apostle would encourage those whom he

addressed to bear with patience the sorrows to which their religion

exposed them.

being put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit

The article “the” is not in the Greek, either before “flesh” or

before “spirit,” We observe the absence of any article or preposition in the original, and the exact balance and correspondence of these two clauses. The two datives, beginning with “in” must be taken in the same sense; it is impossible to regard one as the dative of the sphere, and the other as the dative of the instrument; both are evidently datives of the sphere to which a general predicate is to be limited, They limit the extent of the participles “being put to death” and “made alive.” Thus the literal translation is, “being put to death in flesh, but quickened in spirit.”

(Another point that shows the balance of these two phrases is

the existence of men in the first phrase and de in the second-

a common way of showing contrast in the original.)

To what does the term “spirit” refer in this verse? There are

at least three possibilities: (1) The Holy Spirit, part of the Godhead;

(2) That eternal part of man that God gave him upon

birth, and which returns to Him upon death (Eccl. 12:7); and

(3) That inner principle which stands in contrast with flesh.

Hence, that which Jesus possessed in common with all men, and

which was not affected by His death,

It is our opinion that the last is referred to in this passage in

view of Peter’s purpose in writing these words. The Apostle is

evidently trying to show that though Christ suffered death, this,

far from terminating His existence or destroying His influence,

only enabled Him to be brought to life in the realm or sphere of

the spirit. When the Lord said, “Father, into Thy hands I commend

my spirit”; when he bowed His head and gave up the spirit

-that spirit passed into a new life.

This explanation seems to fit into the context more smoothly,

as it is universally true. All of us will some day have this same

experience. To those of us who are Christians and faithful, when

we are “made alive in the spirit” we shall be living with our

heavenly Father forever. Hence, regardless of the sufferings we

may have to endure here, the end will be glorious.

in which also he went and preached

IN WHICH-The word here rendered “in” may also be translated

“by” or “through”-that is, the spirit previously referred

to - Christ’s. It would seem untenable that we should make

“spirit” here refer to anything different than we did in verse 18.

The preaching that Christ is spoken of as doing here, He had to

do outside of the realm or sphere of His corporeal body. This

preaching was done by Christ in His spirit before His incarnation

-but (as we will see in verse 20) it was done through Noah. It

was done to the antediluvians.

Notice the similarity of language in 1:Il. The Old Testament

prophets spoke “by the Spirit of Christ.”

In Gen. 6:3, God said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever,

for that he also is flesh.” How was God’s Spirit striving with

those ancient peoples? What means did He use? I1 Pet. 2:5 tells

us Noah was a preacher (kerux) of righteousness during that

period.

PREACHED-kerusso, means first to publish, proclaim as a

herald (I Cor. 9:27). Then, to announce openly and publicly,

noise abroad, preach,

unto the spirits in prison

The term prison, as it is used in the New Testament, might

refer to: (1) the act of guarding, or watching; (2) those who kept

watch; hence, a guard or sentinel; (3) the place where persons

are kept under guard, a prison. This is its most common usage in

the New Testament. Compare Acts 5: 19, I1 Cor. 6:5.’

But how or in what way are the spirits of man in prison?

There is a sense in which each person’s spirit is “imprisoned” at

death. It is then confined to Hades-the abode of the dead.

The spirits were not in prison when Noah preached to them,

but when Peter was penning these words. The Syriac version has

“sheol” here instead of “prison,” with reference to the place of

departed spirits. They are (Peter is saying) presently confined,

and will be until the resurrection, on the last day, when they shall

receive their condemnation. See also I1 Pet. 2:4, Jude 6.

How do we know when the preaching was done to these spirits?

The next verse tells us plainly, It is the only place in the passage

where the Apostle refers to the time element, It was done “while

the ark was a preparing.”

How does this whole verse relate to the context? In the patience

and forbearance of Christ and also of His mouthpiece, Noah, during this previous age of great sinfulness, we are encouraged to be patient in our attempt to do good to others though we also are offended,  persecuted and abused.

On these two verses, and particularly the question “Did Christ

go to hell?” be sure to read the Special Study of Brother Fields

on the subject. You will find it in the final pages of “The Glorious

Church,” his book on Ephesians. His work forms an excellent commentary on this passage as well as Eph. 4:9.

20. who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 

Expanded Translation

(spirits) that aforetime refused to believe and obey, when the

longsuffering (patience, self-restraint) of God waited it out in the

days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, inside of which

few, that is eight souls (persons) were saved by means of water.

that aforetime were disobedient

(See the latter word defined in 2: 8.)

This phrase certainly shows when these imprisoned spirits were

disobedient. And, unless all other plain teachings of the Scriptures

be cast aside, we can only believe that the preaching was done to

them at the time of their disobedience, and while they still had

opportunity to repent, that is, while they were still living beings

and in the flesh, (Note questions, end of chapter.)

when the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah

LONGSUFFERING-makrothumia, is generally used in reference

to a man who perseveres patiently and bravely, particularly

in the enduring of misfortunes and troubles. Trench says that it

is “the self-restraint which does not hastily retaliate a wrong.”

The word stands in contrast to one who would become quickly

full of wrath or revenge. How grateful we may be that we serve

such a God!
while the ark was u preparing

It is our opinion that the preaching mentioned in verse 19 was

also to the imprisoned spirits during this same period of time. I1

Pet. 2:5 speaks of Noah as “a preacher of righteousness.” Gen. 6:3

states that God allowed 120 years between the time he decided

to destroy the earth and the time of its actual destruction by the

flood. Precisely how much of this 120 years Noah spent preaching

is not known.

“Was a preparing”-one word in the original, kataskevadzoa

word meaning to prepare, put in readiness, hence to construct.

build.

In view of the fact that the antediluvians as a whole did not

believe Noah’s preaching, he and his immediate family must

have done most of the “preparing” themselves.

wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved

The “eight souls” are mentioned in Gen. 7:7.

SAVED-diasodzo (from dia), through, and sodzo, to save, to

bring safe through, to convey in safety; but passively, as here: to

reach a place or state of safety; hence, be saved, out of danger,

rescued.

through water

That is, the ark was held up by water. Water was employed

in their preservation in an important way and they, in a definite

sense, owed their safety to that element. Though water spelled

the damnation of the rebellious, it meant the salvation of the obedient.

In like manner, we ourselves owe our salvation in an important

way, to the same component. The stress in the illustration

is not on the mode used, but rather that the same element was

present in both cases-their salvation and ours.

It is striking to see the importance of water in connection with

salvation down through the ages. It played an important role in

the salvation of Noah and his family. It certainly was important

in the deliverance of the Israelites when they were “baptized in

the cloud and in the sea” as they escaped from the pursuing Egyptians.

It was an important element as they crossed the Jordan

and entered into the Promised Land. And even in the rites and

ceremonies of the Old Testament Jew, water played an integral

part. Should we, then, be so amazed that water should have an

important place in the salvation of mankind in the Christian age?

21. There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Expanded Translation

Which (that is, water) also now saves you in the antitype-baptism,

which does not have to do with the removal of dirt from the

flesh (Le,, the body, the outside of one), but to provide ground or

reason for having a good conscience toward God (which comes

when one is right on the inside), All this is possible because of

the resurrection of Jesus Christ;

which also after a true likeness doth now save you

LIKENESS-aiztitupos, meant first of all a thing formed after

some pattern (Heb, 9:24), then a thing resembling another, its

counterpart; hence, something in the Messianic times which answers

to the type prefiguring it in the Old Testament. It is this

very word from which we have the English word, “antitype.”

We understand that God was responsible €or their salvation,

and it was through His mercy and love that He provided a means

whereby they could escape the doom of the world, But the means

He chose was water. Had Noah refused to accept the means God

had provided, we could only call him rebellious, and he would

have been lost.

Today, God has also provided a means whereby we may avail

ourselves of His salvation, and where we may meet the blood of

Christ. He has provided it in His mercy, kindness and love, but

we must accept what He has provided. The Holy Spirit says baptism “doth now save you.” God saves us through the blood of

Christ, BUT THE MEANS HE HAS CHOSEN IS WATER!

not the putting away of the filth of the flesh

BILTH-h~upos, filth, squalor, dirt. The purpose of baptism is

not to obtain an outward cleansing. We can take care of that matter

in the bathtub.

but the interrogation of a good conscience toward God

INTERROGATION-eperofema, W. E. Vine states that the

word is not here to be rendered “answer.” It was used by the

Greeks in a legal sense, as a demand or appeal. The word is often

rendered “seeking.” The meaning is easily seen when this phrase

is compared with the previous. The purpose of baptism is not to

cleanse the outside. Rather, it is to gain a clean inside, that is, to

gain or obtain a clear conscience toward God. Any true Christian

can testify to the truthfulness of this verse in his own experience.

When he met the blood of Christ in the baptismal waters by fa&h,

and arose to walk in newness of life, his conscience no longer

condemned him and the purpose for which he was immersedto

meet the blood of Christ-was fulfilled. He was “seeking” and

he found! “Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered’’ (Psa. 3231). If you have not obtained a

clear conscience in baptism, then it has not fulfilled its purpose

in your life!

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ

That is, all this is possible through the resurrection of Christ.

If He had not arisen, our baptism would have been in vain and

Christ would have no power to save us. See I Cor. 15:12-14. His

resurrection showed His power over death. For the exact relationship

between His resurrection and our baptism, see Rom. 6:l-6.

22. who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.

Expanded Translation

who is on the right hand of God (Le., in a place of honor), having

departed (from earth) and gone into heaven; angels, and

(heavenly) authorities or princes, and (heavenly) beings excelling

in power being arranged under and in subjection to him.
who is at the right hand

That is, at a place of power, prestige and esteem.

angels, authorities and powers

The latter part of the verse could very well read: “Angelseven

those in places of authority and power, were. made subject

unto Him.” The “authorities” are evidently a certain class of

angels or spiritual potentates. The same is also likely of “powers.”

Note how these words, “authorities” and “powers” occur in the

same order with reference to heavenly beings in Eph. 3:10, Col.

2:10, I Cor. 15:24.

Do not miss the purpose of this verse, for it forms a vital conclusion to the discussion, which began in v. 17. Our Saviour,

though He suffered, was victorious! He triumphed over sin and

the grave! As a result of His sufferings, we have salvation and

He has been glorified in Heaven, and all authority has been given

unto Him in heaven and on earth (Matt. 28: I$),

QUESTIONS OVER CHAPTER THREE

CONCERNING WIVES, VSS, 1-6

1, The first verse tells us wives are to be in subjection to their

husbands “in like manner,” Like what or whom?

2. What other Scriptures can you cite in the New Testament

concerning a wife’s subjection to her husband?

3. What expression does Peter use to describe the unchristian

husband?

4, How might an unchristian husband be won “without the

word”? Give two possible explanations of this expression,

5. An unchristian husband then, primarily observes the ____

of his wife?

6. Her chaste behavior is to be “coupled with fear.” Define

“fear” as it is used here.

7. What three outward adornments of a woman are here mentioned?

8. Concerning this outward adornment, the Apostle said, “let it

not be , . .” Is this latter statement to be understood as a

total ban on these things? (Explain why or why not before

proceeding to the next question.)

9. How do we know he is not abolishing their use entirely?

10. What is to receive a woman’s primary attention?

11. What kind of spirit is she to have?

12. What Old Testament woman is used here as an illustration

13. What title did she give her husband?

14. May a woman today be a daughter of Sarah? How?

15. The Christian woman is not to be “put in fear by any terror.”

CONCERNING HUSBANDS V. 7

16. How does a husband act toward his wife “in like manner”?

17. Describe how a husband would act who dwelt with his wife

18. In what way is a wife “the weaker vessel”?

19. Husband and wife are joint-heirs of “the grace of life.” What

is this?

20. Describe how poor domestic relations can hinder prayer life.

(Note: Wives are to memorize 3: 1-6, and husbands, 3: 7, plus

another New Testament passage, such as Eph. 5:25-30.)

of subjection?

Explain this statement in its context.

“according to knowledge.”

LETTERS FROM PETER

21. Define “likeminded” and “compassionate.” (V. 8.)

22. Rather than render evil for evil, or reviling for reviling, we

23. What is God’s prescription for happiness?

24. How is this prescription seen in vss, 10 and 111

25. Give two explanations of v. 13.

26. Which one is favored in view of v. 14?

27. Explain the phrase “fear not their fear,” v. 14.

28. Memorize (including where found), vss. 15-16.

29. What elements are found in a good conscience?

30. For what should a Christian not suffer?

31. What should always be the reason a Christian suffers mis-

32. Why does Peter bring the death of Christ into the picture

33. Explain: “being put to death in the flesh, but made alive in

34. Who or what are the spirits in prison?

35. How did Christ preach to them?

36. When did this preaching take place?

37. When were these spirits “disobedient”?

38. If you believe Christ preached to these spirits between His

death on the cross and His resurrection, please explain the

following:

a. What did He preach to them?

b. Why were these particular people (the dead antidiluviansy

preached to and not others?

c. Could Christ have preached the message of Salvation to

them? If so, how is I1 Pet. 2:4-5, 9, to be understood?

d. Could He have preached the Gospel, including His resurrection?

(See I Cor. 15.)

e. How do you reconcile Luke 16:24-28 with this teaching?

(It is understood that a doctrine may be true even though all

its details may not be understood, yet a doctrine must harmonize

with other Biblical teachings.)

should

treatment?

here?

the spirit,” v. 28.

39. How was Noah’s family saved “through water”?

40. Of what is this a “true likeness”?

41. How can water save us? Is not the principle of the Jews true,

42. What is baptism not for, according to Peter?

“who can forgive sins, but God alone”? (Luke 5:21.)
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434 What does it obtain for one?

44, Explain the phrase “interrogation of a go

God,” v. 21,

d

44: 1,2

onscience toward

45, Baptism is effectual because of what great event in the life

of Jesus?

4<6. Who are the angels, authorities, and powers of v. 22?

47, What does v, 22 show about the final outcome of Christ’s

sufferings
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