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The Revealing of Elijah the Prophet
Elijah Series – 1 of 18
(Good for Missions)

Text:
1 Kings 16:28-34-17:1

Aim:
Reveal the man and his ministry – to show how he believed God and used prayer and preaching in his ministry
Introduction:

Elijah was a mighty man of God, in some respects the greatest of all the prophets since Moses until the advent of John the Baptist. Jesus said of John in Matt. 11:11 “…Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist….” 
Although he lived almost 3000 years ago and his period of ministry was comparatively short, Elijah is by no means a forgotten character. As we study his life and ministry the Holy Spirit will teach us valuable lessons, which will enable us to live for and serve the Lord more effectively.
Consider J. Sidlow Baxter’s appraisal of Elijah.

His eminence is seen both in the religious reformation which he wrought, and in the fact that the New Testament speaks of him more often than of any other Old Testament prophet (27 times). Moreover, it was he who was chosen to appear with Moses at our Lord’s transfiguration (in Matt. 17 – his first appearance in the NT). And further, it is from this point that the ministry of the prophets in the two Hebrew kingdoms becomes more prominently emphasised. One of Israel’s most startling and romantic characters, he suddenly appears on the scene as the crisis-prophet, with thunder on his brow and tempest in his voice. He disappears just as suddenly, swept skywards in a chariot of fire. Between his first appearing and his final disappearing lies a succession of amazing miracles.

Elijah’s sudden appearance upon the page of Scripture centres upon the tremendous announcement he made to Ahab in 1 Kings 17:1
However, before we look more closely at this remarkable man, I’d like to state that the message of this man’s life is applicable to everyone! BUT for several groups of people this series of studies will make a special appeal.
· First, those who feel their sphere of service is hard. If this is you, the Story of Elijah should bring great encouragement.
· Second, those who feel they are lone workers. How easily such are tempted to say, as Elijah said, “I only am left!” (1Kgs. 19:10) There is encouragement here for them.
· Third, those whose patience is sorely tried and who see few results. Elijah knew all about this! The story of his patience, endurance and ultimate achievement will encourage us to “press on”.
· Fourth, those who feel there is little they can do to influence an apostate age. There was little that Elijah could do, but how much it was! Listen to James 5:17-18 – “Elias (Elijah) was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18] And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.” We, likewise, have been given this weapon of prayer—earnest prayer.
· Fifth, those who have failed, and who has not? The story of Elijah contains one sad incident in 1 Kings 19 concerning Elijah fleeing Jezebel, but what help we find in it!

A.
1 Kings 17:1 is the first reference to him in the Word of God when he appears 58-yrs. after the nation of Israel divided. Elijah’s ministry was to the northern 10 tribes. 
Let’s take a moment to explain the background that brought the situation about:

King David –
brought Israel to its height spiritually: there was no idolatry, nor worship of the Canaanite god Baal.

King Solomon –
David’s boy married many foreign pagan women and sinned more by allowing them to build temples to their gods and practice their heathen religion. 1Kgs. 11:4 – “…his wives turned away his heart after other gods; and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father.”

Solomon, also, as God had warned Israel about kings, demanded much from the people and taxed them heavily to run the kingdom: this caused hardship and resentment.

I Kings 12

King Rehoboam –
Solomon’s son, was approached by the nation to ease up on the populace. BUT, 12:8 says, “He forsook the counsel of the old men to do so and headed the counsel of the young men that were grown up with him.” He increased the nation’s burden, which resulted in a rupture in the unity of the kingdom.
10 tribes of Israel succeed from Rehoboam and followed Jeroboam in the north. Only 2 tribes stayed with Rehoboam.

Elijah, who came from Gilead, which was East of the Jordan ministered to the 10 Northern tribes 58 years after the division had occurred. During those 58 years before Elijah came on the scene there were 7 evil kings and it seemed that each tried to out do the other in how evil and how wicked they could be. Jeroboam was the 1st of these 7 kings.

Turn to I Kings 12:25-33 – Glimpse of Jeroboam’s reign

1st King –
Jeroboam established a centre of worship in the Northern Kingdom outside of Jerusalem in order to prevent the 10 rebelling tribes of Israel from being influenced by and reuniting with the 2 tribes in Judah. He made two calves of gold, more than likely inspired by Apis, the sacred bull of Egypt. One calf was placed at Bethel, in the south, and the other at Dan, in the far north of the Kingdom. 1 Kings 11:40 tells it was to Egypt where he hid from Solomon until he died.
2nd King –
Nadab, son of Jeroboam walked in the way of his father – I Kings 15:26
3rd King –
Baasha, he murdered Nadab I Kings 15:27-30 and slew his entire household because of Jeroboam’s sin (vs. 30), yet he turned out just as bad as Jeroboam vs. 34.
4th King –
Elah, drunken son of Baasha and was murdered by his successor – I Kings 16:6, 8-9
5th King –
Zimri, murdered Elah and eliminated all of his relatives because of the continued sin yet he committed suicide because he saw the same judgement coming to him for also practicing and promoting idolatry I Kings 16:10, 18-19.
6th King –
Omri, he did worse than them all. I Kings 16:25-26. It is under him after He moved the capital of Israel from Tirzah to Samaria and gave its name to the entire Northern Kingdom.

7th King –
Ahab, he is King when Elijah appears on the scene and begins his ministry I Kings 16:28-33.
B.
By this time almost all evidence of truth was erased from the land.

1.
The situation in Israel that existed when Elijah appeared was that idolatry had consumed the land.

2.
The priests of Baal swarmed the land and were the religious power
3.
It was openly declared, and sad to say, believed by the people – that God Almighty was dead or powerless and that Baal was the real god.
C.
There were some true believers and worshippers of God.

1.
In I Kings 19:18, God informed Elijah that there were 7000 in Israel who had not bowed the knee unto Baal, and whose mouth’s had not kissed his image.
Also Obadiah had hid some prophets in a cave.

2.
BUT for the most part these true believers and others were either silent or in hiding. They had resigned themselves to the situation. They said, “really now, there is nothing we can do about it!”
3.
They had lost all will to resist or to speak out against the evil condition present in their land. They were confused as to how all this came to be.

4.
It had at every appearance seemed that Satan had won another victory. It is now, at this time, that God reveals his prophet after 58 years of wickedness; 58 years of these 7 evil kings.
There are two things to discuss about Elijah in 17:1

1.
His Introduction
2.
And the Inauguration of His Ministry

I.
the introduction of the man

A.
He was a PLAIN or Common Man

1.
He was common in appearance—nothing spectacular about his person or his appearance. He wore no suit or drove a fancy car – 2 Kings 1:8 – “And they answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite.”
2.
He was of HUMBLE extraction. He came from a mountain area east of Jordan and was probably a member of the outcast tribe of Manasseh.
a.
No royal blood, nor was he from one of the better-known tribes.

b.
No evidence in Scripture that he ever had the finer things in life or that he was well trained.

3.
God raised him up from obscurity

a.
God often uses just plain ordinary people like:
· A poor farmer who was the least in the family named Gideon

· A herdsman named Amos

· A fisherman named Peter

· A publican / tax collector like Matthew

b.
History is filled with people who were unknown to the world whom God raised up to fulfil His plans.

4.
GOD WILL USE SOMEBODY LIKE YOU!
a.
You may be just an ordinary person from a nondescript background, but God wants to magnify Himself through you. 

1 Cor. 1:26-29 – “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27] But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28] And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29] That no flesh should glory in his presence.”
b.
Sometimes we hear the name of someone for the first time who is doing a real great job for God, and we ask, “Who is he?” Oh, he is just a COMMON MAN!!

c.
Hudson Taylor – used to say that God had something big to do in China because He reached so low to use somebody like me.

So few of us are big enough to become little enough to be used of God.

James tells us “Elijah was a man subject to like passions as we are…” (5:17).

B.
He was a PREPARED or Constructed Man

1.
His name tells us about his family, specifically his parents – they were ordinary plain people

a.
EL = God

b.
Jah = Jehovah

c.
My God is Jehovah or Jehovah is God
2.
His parents may not have known about the finer things in life nor who were the elite of society nor what were the best schools, BUT for sure they knew God!

3.
They gave their son a good name and raised their son to match that name.

Today, regardless of the personal name you give to your child, give them a reputation that boasts of a godly heritage that they will want to live up to and THEN raise them to live up to that standard.

C.
He was a PREFERRED or Confident Man

I Kings 17:1 – “…As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand…”
1. He was preferred in that he was confident that he was a God called man.

a.
He was a man answerable to God for his ministry

b.
We could wonder why God did not call any of the 100 Prophets hidden in the cave by Obadiah.

2.
Having the absolute assurance that God has called us to serve Him is a powerful motivator to faithfulness.
3.
He was confident of God’s presence.
4.
He had Boldness – confident of God’s power, therefore he did not flinch in confronting the man at the top. God preferred a plain man, a prepared man, a God-called man to send a message to King Ahab

5.
He was confident in faith. “…Ahab, as the LORD God of Israel liveth…there shall not be dew nor rain these years, according to my word.”
a.
He believed when he walked out of that palace it wasn’t going to rain.

b.
Ahab’s reaction – why that guy is nuts, he is some loony who still believes in God.

D.
Turn 19:10 where we see he was a PROVOKED or a Consumed Man

1.
He was provoked by what he saw!
a.
God’s covenant was forsaken, whilst perverting and denying the truth

b.
God’s altars were forsaken and replaced by the idolatry

c.
God’s prophets were being killed.

d.
He was jealous for God’s glory – No one else seemed to care.

2.
This world needs some Elijahs who will be consumed by what they see!
God will not use a man who is not provoked about some things he sees:
· Abortion

· Sexual perversion 
· Pornography
· Corruption not only in the business world but in government
· Millions dying without Christ around the world

a.
If you are willing to stay quiet like the 7000 or to be hid in a cave by Obadiah; you will not be used by God!
b.
It is amazing that Obadiah, a prophet of God himself, was in the palace of King Ahab and Ahab didn’t know it.

c.
Just think, with Obadiah, at the King’s right hand, God had to raise up a man from the East of the Jordan, send him across the wilderness, through a country that had 7000 who had not bowed their knee to Baal to give the King a message when there was a prophet right under his nose.

d.
Elijah was the only one with guts enough to do it. He was a provoked man! Obadiah didn’t seem provoked, other prophets didn’t seem provoked, the 7000 didn’t appear provoked, but Elijah was provoked.

We INTRODUCED the man Elijah now let us look at…
II.
the inauguration of his ministry

Elijah faced a seemingly humanly impossible situation. A situation that was – humanly hopeless. After 58 years of moral ruin, what is ONE MAN going to be able to do?

1.
Could he mobilize an army of believers?

2.
Could he raise up an insurrection?

3.
Could he start some sort of guerrilla warfare?
4.
Could he stir up the underground believers—those 7,000 believers, along with the one 100 prophets in a cave, and Obadiah in the king’s house?
He had NO MILITARY WEAPONRY, BUT he did have TWO VERY POWERFUL WEAPONS in his arsenal and he unleashed them both!!
A. HE COULD COMMUNE IN PRAYER
1.
His prayer was rooted in Scripture prophecy.
Do you think Elijah knew these Scripture?
Deut. 11:16-17 – “Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them; 17] And then the LORD’S wrath be kindled against you, and he shut up the heaven, that there be no rain, and that the land yield not her fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off the good land which the LORD giveth you.

Deut. 28:23-24 – “And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron. 24] The LORD shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed.” 
a.
He couldn’t beat them with his fists, but he could pray God’s might against them!
b.
He personally might not be able to motivate the 7000 backsliders into action, but he could pray to God to do it.
c.
He might not be able to stir the prophet Obadiah in the castle, who won’t say anything, but he can pray for him to open his mouth.
2.
We may face what seem to be insurmountable obstacles, but we can pray like Elijah!! James 5:17 – “Elias (Gk. Helias/Elijah) …prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.” He prayed confidently in accordance with God’s will! HOW?
a.
He did what David did in 2 Sam. 7:25 – “And now, O LORD God, the word that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his house, establish it for ever, and do as thou hast said.” What did David do with the knowledge he received from the Lord? He took it to God prayer and rehearsed it in His ear.
1)
Elijah knew the problem and the nation’s sin

2)
Elijah also knew God’s Word concerning the matter

3)
Elijah got down on his knees and reminded God of his Word and invoked Him to be faithful to do that which He said.

4)
Praying faith is nothing more than taking God at his Word—laying hold of Scripture!
b.
I wonder what would have happened if Elijah had died after giving his prophecy to Ahab that there would be no rain for 3 ½ yrs.?

Do you realise the fact that when the answer to Elijah’s prayer concerning stopping the rain comes true—a lot of people are going to suffer? NOT ONLY the sinning idolaters of Israel—BUT the 7000 believers who wouldn’t bow to Baal—and even Elijah himself. EVERYONE is going to suffer because of this judgement, BUT God is going to take care of Elijah – actually he’ll want for nothing. 

Elijah could Commune in Prayer to the Lord and…
2.
He could COMMUNICATE God’s message – i.e. Preach 
a.
His MESSAGE – 17:1 – “As the Lord God of Israel liveth…” He said, “God is alive!
1)
He emphatically stated that God is alive!

1)
The cry of the Prophets of Baal was – God is dead. “The Almighty God is dead, and Baal is god”
2)
To Ahab & Jezebel Elijah said, “I got news for you guys, Jehovah God is alive! You may use His name as a cuss word or shut him out of your vocabulary entirely, BUT let me tell you…

· He is still on His Throne

· He still is ruling

· He still is reigning
· He still is in charge AND
· He sees what has been going on, He sees your evil doings, He knows your wickedness, and He knows your sin. God is alive and powerful and is going to deal with you I His own way and in His own time.

4)
The discouraged of that day needed to know that God was alive and well. The people cowered in fear. Those 7000 believers in I Kings 19:18 needed to hear this message also—God’s alive!
a)
Seemingly, they were discouraged, defeated and in hiding 
b)
Thankfully, the 7,000 retained their conviction – they hadn’t sold out
b.
He Communicated His STAND – “…Before God” I am His prophet!!

1)
He knew he was called and accountable before Whom he stood “the LORD God” – He confidently stood as His God’s prophets.

2)
Elijah wanted Ahab to know that he spoke for God, and that it was God he must answer to.

3)
We also can be bold when we know we speak for God.
c.
He preached his STATEMENT: Judgement is coming! – “No dew or rain will fall for 3 ½ years until I say differently!
1) Ahab may have laughed at the common man before him, but he did not laugh long.

2) The judgment would continue until God lifted it. No doubt the prophets of Baal tried to lift the drought, but failed.

1)
Can you picture the prophets of Baal trying to make it rain?

2)
With one man – God’s man – God turned off the water taps of heaven and 400 priests of Baal couldn’t produce a single drop of dew

3)
In Jer. 14:22 we are told that NONE of the heathen’s deities can cause it to rain or produce a shower.
4)
When God brings judgement it will stay until God wants it removed.

5)
If we are out of fellowship with the Lord there will not be any dew or showers of blessings in our lives until we repent.

CONCLUSION 

You may believe yourself to be an insignificant person, but REMEMBER, God can use you.

He will not call you for what you have to offer, but for what He will do in your life. 

My prayer is that among you there would be many if not just one person that God will unleash on this world.
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