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TEXT:
Romans 12:1-2
INTRODUCTION:
Let me say at the onset of this message we mentally start this sermon together, but for some we shortly soon after start to part and our minds drift into apart in different worlds. For some, the introduction of this message would be a sermon in itself, but hopefully, by God’s grace our minds will walk together to its completion to get a godly perspective for our lives.

One of the most rewarding things in the Christian life is to have a meeting of the minds with the God of Glory. The Apostle Paul writing to the Roman Christians in chapter 12:2 spoke of a “renewing of the mind” that they might prove that which is good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
A. God does have a will about everything and for everybody.
1. His perfect plan results in harmony and victory to all who will come to the place that He wants them to be.
a. Some believers say, “The definition of success is simply knowing God’s will and doing it.”
b. And I say that having success in God’s will is to be in obedience to God’s Word.
2. Wise indeed is the person who determines to know and do the will of God.
a. Paul suggested that we could have the mind of Christ. He said, “Let this mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5).

b. Once we know His mind on a matter then we can set out to do it. The result of cooperating with God will be a supernatural involvement in our lives that brings both blessings and benefits.

3. There is no question that we can know God’s will.
a. Jesus Himself said, “If any man will do His will he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of Myself” (John 7:17).
b. Unfortunately many people reverse the order given in this verse.
1) They want to know and understand before they act.
2) Jesus explained that the act of obedience brings insight and understanding of His will. We must not get the cart before the horse.
3) This is one of the paradoxes of the Bible. Logic and human reasoning will not work here. I must do this God’s way, and then He will reveal His will to me.

4) The natural mind says, “Seeing is believing.” The Bible teaches that “Believing is seeing.” One man said I saw that along time before I ever saw that in person.

B. In some things it is very easy to discern what God’s will is.
1. For instance, we know with certainty that the Lord wants everybody to be saved.
a. The Bible plainly teaches that “God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

b. The Lord has worked out all the details for each of us to be saved.
1) He paid our sin debt by shedding His blood and giving His life.
2) He extends to all an invitation to accept His free gift of eternal life.
This is what He wants and He plainly says so.

2. It is also His will that all His children live a life of victory and know the joy and power of the Spirit filled life.
a. Paul explained that believers were not to be unwise, but have an understanding of the Will of the Lord (Ephesians 5:17).

1) In the next verse he explains that it is God’s will for us to be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).

2) The next few verses give us the results of the spirit filled life.
a) There will be JOY—speaking in psalms and hymns, spiritual songs and making melody in our hearts.
b) He then adds there will be THANKSGIVING—a spirit of gratitude will prevail over our lives.
c) The will also be SUBMISSION to each other as also to those above us.
b. According to Galatians 5:22 he explains even further that the fruit of the Holy Spirit manifests itself in the life of the spirit filled believer.
1) This verse lists love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance, as being the fruit of the Spirit.

2) These are worth millions to each believer. This is definitely what the Lord wants for His children. This is His will!
c. David seemed to have a good understanding of this when he said, “I delight to do thy will O, God” (Psalm 40:8). Hungering and thirsting after righteousness will be the natural result of understanding what God’s will is for me.

3. Another evidence that the Lord wants me to know and have an understanding of His will is found in the model prayer that Jesus gave to His disciples.

a. When the disciples asked Him to teach them to pray, Jesus gave them these words, “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, THY WILL BE DONE, on earth as it is in heaven” (Mat. 6:10).

b. God’s perfect will is being executed in heaven.
1) Of course, His will shall be carried out when He comes back and establishes His kingdom on earth.
2) BUT He presently wants it to be the same way NOW here on the earth.
4. Jesus set a pattern for us by accomplishing the will of His Father during His earthly ministry.
a. He said on one occasion, “I seek not mine own will but the will of my Father which sent me” (John 5:30).

b. Again when He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane he said, “Not my will, but thy will be done” (Luke 22:42).
C. The Lord wants to take you and me into partnership with Him and work with and through us to accomplish His purpose in our lives and in the lives of those around us.
1. The Bible declares, “We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain” (2 Corinthians 6:1).

2. Since it is possible to know God’s will and do it, then it would surely be a bad mistake not to enter into a working relationship with the Lord and accomplish His purpose for our lives.

a. Some are ignorant of God’s will. That is sad indeed!
b. Others are careless about it and that is very sad also.
c. The saddest of all are those who rebel against and refuse to do His will.
This leads to everyone’s confusion, personal defeat and regret.

D. Where does one start?
1. How does one discover what God wants for them? Maybe we can start where Paul started immediately after his conversion. Paul cried out to God, “Lord what will thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6)
2. That is a great question for all of us to ask the Lord.
“Lord what will thou have me to do?”
· Gideon put out his fleece.
· Paul saw a vision of a Macedonian man

· Peter heard God’s voice on the rooftop
· David in Ps. 143:10 prayed, “Teach me to do thy will.”
· An angel appeared to Moses and gave him instruction about leading God’s chosen people out of Egypt and into Canaan land.
· God appeared to Abraham, Isaiah, and Jeremiah and spoke personally to them.

3. In each of these cases God spoke clearly giving each of these people their instructions.
a. These people may have wondered HOW they were going to accomplish what God was asking them to do, but not in one case did they need to ask WHAT.

b. George Mueller, who prayed down millions of euros worth of food and clothing for his orphanages in England, wrote an article called, “How I Ascertained the Will of God.” Here is a quote from that article.
1) He said, “I seek at the beginning to get my heart into such a state that it has no will of its own in regard to a given manner.
a) Nine tenths (9/10) of the trouble is just here. Nine tenths of the difficulties are overcome when our hearts are ready to do the Lord’s will whatever it might be.
b) When one is truly in this state it is usually but a little way to the knowledge of what His will is.
2) Having done this, I do not leave the result to feeling or simple impression. If I do so I make myself to liable to great deception.

3) I seek the will of the Spirit of God through or in connection with the Word of God. The Spirit and the Word MUST be combined.
a) If I look to the Spirit alone without the Word, I lay myself open to more great delusion.
b) If the Holy Spirit guides us at all, He will do it according to the Scriptures and never contrary to them.

4) Next I take into consideration providential circumstances.
a) These often plainly indicate God’s will in connection with His Word and His Spirit.
b) I ask God in prayer His will to me aright.
c) Thus, through prayer to God, the study of the Word and reflections (on God’s providence), I come to a deliberate judgment according to the best of my ability and knowledge and if my mind is at peace and continue so after two or three more petitions, I proceed accordingly.

5) In trivial matters and in transactions involving most important issues I have found this method always effective.”
c. The renowned preacher of the past, F. B. Meyer, gave the following suggestions as to how one might know God’s perfect will. He suggested:

1) Carefully remove all your preconceptions and prejudices so that your mind and heart can be a tablet for God to write on.

2) Set aside much time for waiting upon God in the Study of His Word.

3) Let the glory of Jesus Christ be the supreme consideration with you.

4) Do not run to and fro asking your friends what they would recommend. 

5) Want the Lord’s pleasure and dare not act unless you are sure that you are in the line of His purpose.

6) Mark the trend of His providence for it will certainly corroborate His inner voice.

7) When you have once made up your mind in faith and prayer, dare to act and never look back. God will not let you be ashamed.

d. When one has confusion about what God wants; he or she should ask three questions:

1) First, is this God’s will according to His Word?
2) Second, Is this God’s will for me?
3) Third, Is this God’s will for me, now?

It MAY NOT be possible for us to specifically discern God’s will in every single situation, but there are several areas in which it may be settled completely. Consider the following:
II. SALVATION IS DEFINITELY THE WILL OF GOD

A. God wants everybody saved.
1. He said in Isaiah 45:22, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, ALL the ends of the earth, for I am God and there is none else.”
2. Again we read in 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that ANY should perish, but that ALL should come to repentance.”
B. God wants everybody saved now.
1. Our Bible says in 2 Corinthians 6:2b, “…Behold, now is the accepted time, behold now is day of salvation.” 

2. In the days of Isaiah the prophet the Lord said, “Come now and let us reason together saith the Lord, though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they be red like crimson they shall be as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18)
3. Procrastination—i.e. to dilly-dally and dawdle away your life is a terrible sin against God and against oneself.

a. You maybe “fixin to do it” when you get “a round to it,” but it doesn’t matter how you say it, it still boils down to procrastination.
b. The Bible clearly states in James 4:17, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it now, to him it is sin.”
C. God has made provision for everyone to be saved now.

1. There is certainly nothing we could do to merit salvation.
2. If you insist then one, i.e. YOU must live a perfect sinless life to quality.
a. It is too late for that now, BECAUSE according to the Ecclesiastes 7:20, “There is not a just man upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not.”
b. Jesus said in Matthew 5:20, “Except your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.”
3. How grateful we should be that “God commendeth His love toward us that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (2 Corinthians 5:21).
4. Unfortunately, not everybody will believe and be saved, but for a certainty it is God’s will that everybody get saved.

a. Jesus said in John 5:40, “Ye will not come to me that ye might have life.”
b. Again He said in Luke 13:34, “How oft would I have gathered three to my bosom as a hen gathered her chicks; but ye would not come.”
Salvation Is Definitely The Will Of God and…

III. IT IS GOD’S WILL THAT ALL BELIEVERS BE SANCTIFIED

A. Sanctification of the believer is also God’s will.
Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians 4:3-4, “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: that every one of your should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour.”
B. Sanctification of the believer comes in three stages.
There is a past, a present and a future aspect of sanctification.

1. The first stage of sanctification is POSITIONAL. When the Lord saves us it is a once and for all work of grace. This is the work of salvation.

2. The second stage is PROGRESSIVE. We grow in grace and develop in maturity as we study, pray and attend Sunday School and church and put into practice what we learn.
3. The third stage of sanctification is PERFECTION.
a. We will not attain this stage until the “catching up” (1Thess. 4:17) or rapture of the believer in his resurrection body.
b. At that time the body of the believer will be glorified. Perfect sanctification is the same as glorification.
c. Paul explains in 2 Cor. 1:10 these three stages in the words, “Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver [i.e. who is delivering], in whom I trust He will yet deliver us.”
1) We have Justification, Sanctification and Glorification included in that verse.
2) In 1 Pet. 2:2 we are to “desire the sincere milk of the Word that we might grown thereby.”
3) Peter also tells us in 2 Peter 3:18 that we should “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.”
SALVATION Is Definitely The Will Of God for ALL to be saved and it is His will that ALL the saved to be SANCTIFIED/

IV. SPIRIT FILLING IS THE WILL OF GOD FOR ALL BELIEVERS

A. It is not only God’s desire, but also His direct command that we be filled with the Spirit.
1. Paul said very clearly in Ephesians 5:17-18 that we were to be unwise in  “…understanding what the Will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine wherein is excess, but be ye filled with the Spirit.”
2. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would come to take up His work on the earth as soon as He ascended to the Father.
a. The Spirit did come and the result was Pentecost.
b. The Holy Spirit of God will remain in the believer and be present on the earth until the rapture.
B. The Spirit’s work for over a 2,000-year period of grace is given in several places in the Bible.
· He convicts of sin. (John 16:8,9)

· He gives new birth. (John 3:3-7)

· He leads believers. (Romans 8:14)

· He dwells in the body of believers. (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; Romans 8:9,11)

· He intercedes for believers at the Throne of Grace. (Romans 8:26)

· He seals believers. (1 Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians 1:13; 4:30)

· He fills obedient believers. (Ephesians 5:18; Acts 2:4; 4:31)

· He gives fruit to believers. (Galatians 5:22)

· He provides discernment and insight. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

· He gives gifts to believers. (1 Corinthians 12:8)

· He anoints believers. (1 John 2:27)

· He gives unction to believers. (1 John 5:20)

· He gives an earnest or down payment to believers. (Ephesians 1:14)

· He teaches believers. (John 14:26)

· He comforts believers. (John 14:1)

· He gives believers assurance. (Romans 8:16)

· He gives wisdom. (James 1:5)

· He presently retards sin and holds back the Anti-Christ. (2 Thessalonians 2:7)

· He gives the believer Holy Spirit power. (Acts 1:8)

· He gives the same believer boldness. (Acts 4:32)
1. In the Old Testament we have several occasions where the Holy Spirit would COME a person such as the case of Sampson, Saul, David and others to anoint them with supernatural power to accomplish a given task. In our time He dwells IN US and works through us to accomplish His purpose and His will.

2. God is not interested in helping us do our thing.
a. He wants to do His thing through us by the power of His Spirit.
b. The result is rich blessing and benefit for us when we cooperate with God.
It is God’s will to SAVE us, SANCTIFY us and to FILL us with His Spirit.

V. SUBMISSION IS HIS DIVINE WILL FOR BELIEVERS

A. Besides Joy and Thanksgiving a third result of being fill with the Spirit is the believer is to be submissive

1. They are to “submit themselves unto every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake” (1 Pet. 2:13)
2. In 1 Peter 2:15 the Lord is simply saying here that when He allows His spirituality to be seen it will bear fruit in the lives of those who see it. “For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.”
3. This is obviously what Jesus meant when He said, “Let your light so shine before men that they might see you good works and glorify your Father in Heaven” (Mat. 5:14).
B. Submission is a key to godly relationships

1. Believing wives are to submit themselves unto their own husbands. (Ephesians 5:22; Colossians 3:18) This gives a good picture of the church’s relationship to Christ.

2. It is also God’s will that believes are to submit themselves “one unto one another” (Ephesians 5:21) in the fear of God. This is His will.
3. Believers are told also to, “Submit yourselves therefore unto God and the devil will flee from you.” (James 4:7)
4. It is not God’s will for His children to be proud, haughty and overbearing in their relationships. God loves a meek spirit in a humble, and submissive person.
This is His will.
VI. IT IS GOD’S WILL THAT A BELIEVE SOMETIMES SUFFER

A. I know it seems strange that God would want His children to suffer

1. However Peter writes in 1 Peter 3:9, “For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.”
2. Again He says in 4:19, “Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping if their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a faithful creator.”
3. From Phil. 1:29 Paul added this these words, “For unto you is given in behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake.”
B. Suffering helps the believer relate to the sufferings of Christ says 1 Peter 2:21

1. It was Christ’s conduct in response to His rejection and agony that provides for us an opportunity to exemplify Christlikeness when we face similar unjust abuse “For even hereunto were ye called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps.”
2. God also wants us to share—to be partakers in Christ’s glory. (1 Peter 5:1)
a. 2 Tim. 2:12 says, “If we suffer, [with Him] “we shall also reign with Him.” It is through our companionship of suffering that we are so privileged and brought to stability, strength and settled calmness.
b. In other words God uses sufferings as one of the “all things that work together for good and to them that love God, and to them who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28)

VII. Lastly, IT IS GOD’S WILL THAT A BELIEVER FAITHFULLY SERVE HIM

A. This is referred to as a reasonable service in the classic verse of Rom. 12:1-2

1. The broad road is filled with humanistic minded people who think, live and work only for themselves. They are conformed to the world’s thinking.
2. Believers are urged to get a new mind set on the matter of what matters the most. We are to put our priority on the spiritual rather than the secular.
a. Moses turned aside from his sheep to the burning bush.
b. Mary chose better part concerning the teachings of Jesus rather than the work of the kitchen, like her sister Martha. Both were seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness over the secular things that would be added later (Matthew 6:33)

B. By willing giving reasonable service we Christians are able to prove three things about Gods’ will.
1. First – we will prove that God’s will is good.
a. God wants the very best for His own.
b. Many feel that God wants them in bondage and chains serving in misery. BUT folks, the will of God is NOT bad it is good!

2. Secondly – we prove that God’s will is acceptable.
a. If a person does His will, that person will be delighted with His will.
b. Rebellion and resistance brings distortion. Those who dread and fear God’s will have a wrong slant on it.

Folks it is safer working in the deepest jungle being in God’s will than it is to be snuggled in the comfort of our homes out of God’s will.

I read of an American couple that took their three small children to the jungles of the South Pacific to do a work for God. The wife lived in dread and fear of snakes and wild animals. She just knew the children would all die. She nagged and pressured her missionary husband to the point that in desperation he brought them home to the States. He resigned from his mission, got a factory job, and moved the family into a caravan what the Americans call a mobile home or a house trailer
The two little boys one day were playing under the home and got into a nest of rattlesnakes. Both came screaming out from under the trailer with a number of bites. The wife called her husband. He hurried home and placed the boys in the car and hurriedly backed the car out of the driveway. Their little daughter was playing behind the car. The father did not see her. The car backed over her and killed her instantly. Both boys died at the hospital. They were obviously out of the will of God. The jungle with all of its dangers and with God’s protection was far safer than being home in the States.
3. Thirdly – we prove that God’s will is perfect. There is no better plan, no formula, no receipt, no pattern or blueprint that can beat God’s perfect will.

CONCLUSION:

Some say that God has a permissive will. They conclude that this is a sort of secondary will. That is He will allow certain things but they are not His first choice. I would tend to think it is a life lived in consequence of disobedience of God’s perfect will.
In the case of divorce or when a pastor falls into sin, the perfect will at best is hindered at worst it is destroyed. If the divorced person is repentant and willing to live by God’s Word they cannot marry until the other spouse dies. Depending on the sin the pastor he may have disqualified himself from the office for life.
Nonetheless, a disobedient believer can repent and be restored to a productive life in the will of God and still be of service to God although that service might be limited.
As one preacher said ex-generals make pretty good sergeants though they be disqualified as a general.
Everything that really matters in life is centred in the will of God.
We must find God’s will, give ourselves to it and give it our best interest for the glory of God.
Our desire should be for…
· God’s perfect will and nothing more.

· God’s perfect will and nothing less.

· God’s perfect will and nothing else.

THIS PLAN FOR ME

When I stand at the judgment seat of Christ

And His plan I begin to see,

The plan of my life as it might have been

Had He had His way with me.

I see how I blocked Him here and checked Him there.

And I would not yield my will.

Will there be grief in my Saviour’s eyes

Grief though He loves me still?

He would have me rich, and I stand there poor,

Stripped of all but His grace,

While memory runs like a hunted thing

Down paths that I cannot retrace.

Then my desolate heart will well nigh break

With tears I cannot shed;

I shall cover my face with my empty hands;

I shall bow my uncrowned head.

Lord, of the years that are left for me,

I give them to thy hand.

Take me and break me, and mould me to fit

The pattern that Thou hast planned.

— Unknown
2 Apr. `17, Morn – River Valley BC – Maynooth, Co. Kildare
