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How to Have a Good Conscience

How to Have a Good Conscience 

TEXT:
1 Timothy 1:18–19 << DON’T READ
INTRODUCTION:
Would you take God’s precious Word and find 1 Timothy chapter 1. Paul is talking to his son in the faith, and telling him how to fight a good fight. Now in 1 Timothy chapter 1—let us begin reading in vs. 18. This is what Paul says to this young warrior: “This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;” – ladies and gentlemen, we are at war, and we should be warned not to forget it. In this war your chief weapon against the devil, and your chief source of strength and inner peace, is going to be a good conscience. 

And then, Paul, telling Timothy about the warfare, gives him this admonishment in vs. 19: he says to him, ‘Timothy, you are to be “holding faith, and a good conscience...’” – underscore “a good conscience” – “holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck” (1 Timothy 1:18–19).

Now what Paul is saying to Timothy is this: “Timothy, you’ve got to have a good conscience, because if you don’t, you’re headed for disaster. You’re going to have moral and spiritual shipwreck, if you don’t keep your conscience—your compass, your warning system—intact.” 

There is a story of a horrible plane wreck in 1984 where a Colombian airliner owned by Avianca Airlines plunged into a mountainside, crashed and burned killing everybody on board.
When they went through the rubble, and they found that little black box that records the words of the people in the cockpit telling happened in the cockpit: the words of the pilot, the instructions that he may have received, and so forth—the last words, so many times. They were shocked, when they played it, because there’s a warning system on those airplanes; and, it sometimes speaks in English. 

An eerie voice, sensitized by computer— which had a metallic warning sound: —began to say, “Pull up! Pull up! Pull up!”
And then, the black box recorded the pilot of that airline saying, “Shut up, gringo!” and he flipped the switch. His last words were: “Shut up, gringo!” Evidently, he thought that the thing was malfunctioning; and so, he overrode the warning system, and ploughed into the side of a mountain killing everyone on board.
God has placed in every one of us a warning system. That warning system is your conscience, God loves you, and God does not want you to end up a moral and spiritual shipwreck; and so, God has put that warning system in us that sometimes says to us, “Pull up! Pull up! Pull up!” before you crash and burn. And you dare not switch it off, override it—not in the warfare we’re in. You must be careful to maintain a good conscience. 
We’re going to talk about the conscience, today, and three headings.

· First of all, we’re going to talk about the conscience and what it is—the description of the conscience, the characteristics of the conscience.

· Then, we’re going to talk about the corruption of the conscience—how your conscience can become defiled.

· And then, we’re going to talk, thank God, about the cleansing of the conscience—how you can have what Paul told Timothy to have—and, that is a good conscience. 

And we’re going to be studying in many passages of Scripture. And if you’re not nimble with your fingers to find these passages, then maybe you want to get just a pen and a piece of paper, and jot them down, because you’re not going to be able to remember everything. And you need to go back, and refer to these, and it’ll be a good study for your family devotions this week—to study many of these Scriptures. 
I. The Characteristics of the Conscience 

A. Now, what is the conscience

1. Like that warning system, the conscience is not an enemy. Your conscience is the very framework of your soul.
2. It’s that judge on the inside that judges you according to your actions and thoughts, according to the highest standard that YOU have.

3. That is why people who see themselves as the highest authority do all sorts of immoral acts contrary to the Bible and have no ill conscious about abortion or sacrificing infants to pagan gods.
B. God did not give animals a conscience.
1. God gave human beings a conscience. As a matter of fact, animals cannot make moral judgments. Animals are sweets/treats right and smack wrong.
2. That is if an animal does good—you give him a little reward. If he does bad, you may chastise him. And that’s the way animals learn.
3. But human beings can make moral judgments. Somebody has said that, “Man is the only creature of God that can blush, and he’s the only one that needs to.” 
C. Even the heathen have a conscience.

1. Even those who don’t know God have a conscience. In fact this is to what we appeal to when we witness.
2. Listen to what Paul said about the Gentiles in Rom. 2:14-15, — and when he says Gentiles, he’s talking about the heathen: “For when the Gentiles, which have not the law”—that is, the law of God, the Ten Commandments— “do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness” (Romans 2:14–15).
3. So you have a conscience, and your conscience is that which is in you that judges your actions – that judges your thoughts – according to the highest standards you have.
D. And if you violate your conscience, you’re going to pay the price.

1. Generally speaking, if you disobey and override your conscience, you have a feeling of anguish, a feeling of regret, a feeling of fear—here will be disquietude.
2. BUT if you follow your conscience, you have tranquillity, a joy, a peace, a self-respect—you generally feel good.
3. In the OT, the word for conscience is often “heart.” For example, the Bible says that Pharaoh hardened his heart (Exodus 8:15). We would say that he steeled or harden his conscience.

A little boy, when asked to describe conscience, said…

“Well, conscience is that thing that feels bad when everything else feels good.”
Well, I thinkthat’s not the best definition of conscience, because it’s too negative.

Another boy was home-schooled by his mother and she was trying to teach her son the difference between conscious and conscience—they do sound alike don’t they? And she was trying to get the boy to know the difference, and to spell the difference between conscious and conscience. And she said, “Son, do you think you know the difference?” He said, “Yes, I do.” He says, “Conscious is when you are aware of something, and conscience was when you wish you weren’t.”
There just are certain things that we know that we sometimes wish we did not know, because our conscience bothers us. 

There is a difference folks, and I pray that you will have a consciousness of your conscience, and you will know that there is something that God has put in you.
E. Kinds or Types of Conscience
The truth of the matter is that you can have various kinds of consciences. Let me describe. 
1. First of all, there is a GOOD CONSCIENCE.
a. For example, look at our text, again. The Bible speaks, here in vs. 19 “holding faith, and a good conscience.”
1) Go over to 1 Tim. 3:9 – “Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.” 
2) Now that’s a conscience, as God wants it to be—a very good conscience. What a wonderful, wonderful thing it is to have a good conscience.

3) It means that you know that you have made everything right.
A good conscience is a wonderful thing.

b. When Paul was being haul off and being interrogated and persecuted for preaching the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, he would stand before the council, looking to his conscience; and, if his conscience was all right, he had great boldness.

1) For example he could say, in Acts 24:16 – “And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void to offence toward God, and toward men” 
(Acts 24:16). Can you say that, right now?
2) “I’m right with my Father, and I’m right with my neighbour” I “have...a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.” There’s no one who can point a finger of blame.

3) To be able to say, “God, as I stand here, there is no offense between Thyself and myself and any other human being.” That, friend, is a good conscience.

c. It has been said, “A good conscience is that inner freedom of spirit and assurance from knowing that you have a transparency toward everyone, that no one is able to point a finger at you, and accuse you of wrongs toward him that you’ve never made right” (Bill Gothard). What a freedom that is! It gives such great liberty.

1) Now, this doesn’t mean that people are not going to accuse you.
You are going to get accused.

2) And the more you live for the Lord Jesus, the more you will be like the Lord Jesus, the more people are going to come down on you like a hammer. BUT when they do, it’s so important that you have a good conscience. 

d. Please turn in your Bibles to 1 Peter 3 where it tells how you can be so strong when you’re in trouble. BTW, when you turn to this one, mark it. It’s such a great one.

1) Now listen to this! Peter is talking about the trouble you’re going to get into as a Christian. He’s getting these Christians ready for persecution.

a) Now you’re going to get into trouble. If you’re a Christian, you are a twice-born person in a world of once-born people, and you’re going to be going against the tide most of the time.

b) In these last days, you’re going to know persecution.
We are told in 2 Tim. 3:12 – “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”
c) If you’re not, it’s just simply because your not living godly in Christ Jesus. The Bible is clear about that.

d) Don’t think this world is going to honour you, if you give your heart to Jesus Christ; it will break your neck, if it can.

e) And when that happens, does that mean you’re going to cave in, that you’re going to have a little pity party? No, it means you should be wonderfully and gloriously happy, if you have a good conscience. 

2) Now look, in 1 Pet. 3:13 where he asks this question: “And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?”
a) Did you know the devil could never harm you?
He may hurt you, but he can’t harm you.

b) Now Peter doesn’t say, “You won’t suffer.” He says, “You won’t be harmed,” because vs. 14 says, “But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye:”—”Did I read that right, Pastor?
“Suffer...happy,” in the same sentence?”
c) In deed it is: “but and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;” 

(i) Well, that’s a pretty big command, isn’t it? I mean, here are folks ready to throw you to the lion, or put you in the prison, or confiscate your goods.

(ii) It is at this time Peter said, “Well, they can’t really harm you!
The worse they can do is kill you, and if they do you’re just going to Heaven; if they take your goods, you get greater reward in Heaven. And so they can’t harm you, but you might suffer. But if you suffer, be happy, and don’t be afraid.” 

3) But now listen to him in vs. 15 – “but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:”
4) Now listen to this next part vs. 16 – “having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ” (1 Peter 3:13–16). 
e. Do you know what that means in plain English? They’re going to come against you. Though they cannot harm you—you will suffer.

1) BUT if you suffer, be happy. Don’t be afraid. Keep your eyes unto the Lord Jesus Christ, and make absolutely sure that everything they say about you is false; and, for His name’s sake, have a good conscience.

No flattery can heal a bad conscience, and no slander can hurt a good one. No flattery can heal a bad conscience; no slander can hurt a good one.

Our attitude should be, “Hey, if it is false, and it is for Christ’s sake, then I’m happy if it happens.”
2) Though they will say some bad things, but make absolutely certain that you’re void of offense toward man and toward God. THIS REMOVES THE FEAR. As such, your adversaries CANNOT terrify you. 

f. You see—it’s a bad conscience that puts fear in your life.

1) Adam and Eve were walking with God in the garden; and then, sin came in, and their conscience was defiled. And they lost a good conscience.

2) Therefore, when God came into the Garden of Eden again,
Adam and Eve hid themselves.

3) Adam’s first recorded words, after he sinned, were these:
“I was afraid” (Gen. 3:10).

g. Do you know why some people won’t come to church? The same reason that Adam hid in the garden: They don’t want to see God. They don’t want to face God.

1) Do you know the reason some people don’t want to pray?
Do you know why you have difficulty sometime having a quiet time?

2) You know why? You don’t want to look God in the face.
Your conscience bothers you.

3) Friend, when your conscience is clear, you long for fellowship; you want fellowship with God. If your heart were right, and bubbling over, you’d just want to be in the presence of God.

4) But it’s the defiled conscience that brings that fear into your life. You just don’t want to be in the presence of God. Your conscience is not a good conscience.

h. You know, David said, in Psalm 51:3—after he’d sinned, and committed adultery with Bathsheba, he said, “My sin is ever before me.” 
1) Night and day, the thing that David had done reverberated through his soul: “My sin is ever before me” (Ps. 51:3).

2) David lived with fear. You know, every time he saw a couple of people whispering, he wondered, “I wonder, do they know?” Every time the postman brought a letter to the palace: “I wonder, have I been found out?”
3) If they had telephones in that day, every time the phone rang, David would’ve jumped thinking: “My sin is ever before me” (Ps. 51:3).

4) Now if your conscience is not right, you’ll be afraid. Proverbs 28:1 – “The wicked flee when no man pursueth.”
5) You see, friend, the benefit of a good conscience? It gives a great peace. A sleeping pill will never take the place of a good conscience.
A good conscience is such a soft pillow. A poet from long ago said:
Trust me no tortures, which the poets feign (fake)
Can match the fierce unutterable pain

He feels, who night and day devoid of rest

Carries his own accuser in his breast.
—Decimus Junius Juvenal
Flattery cannot heal a bad conscience; and, friends; slander can’t hurt a good one.
You’ve got to have a good conscience.
2. Now there’s another kind of conscience—not a good conscience, but a DEFILED CONSCIENCE.
Put this Scripture down: Titus 1:15 – “Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.” 
Now let me say this about a conscience: Don’t ever say, “Let your conscience be your guide,” unless God guides your conscience. You see a conscience—a defiled conscience—can’t be your guide. Your conscience can be defiled. 
Your conscience is like a sundial. It’s no better than the light that shines upon it. Don’t go out in the middle of the night, and look at your sundial with you torch or a flashlight, if you want to know what time it is. Your conscience is like that; it’s no better than the light that shines upon it.

Or, your conscience is like a thermostat. It registers wherever it’s set. So the head-hunter in the jungle sets his conscience, his thermostat, in one place. He doesn’t feel bad when he lops off someone’s head. He feels right good about it.
Or, your conscience is like a skylight. We have a skylight in my house to let some light in. Now the skylight is only useful in the daylight, and if you keep it clean. And that’s the way your conscience is. If the light is gone your in darkness, or if dirt obscures the light, then it doesn’t operate as it ought. 
Now that’s the reason Paul told Timothy, in 1 Tim. 3:9 that deacons were, “to hold the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.” —”A pure conscience!” Was because there must be nothing in the conduct of these men that was glaringly inconsistent with their professed beliefs. In other words they must not profess one thing but practice another.

Now sometimes, a man will do wrong, and he’ll say, “My conscience doesn’t bother me.” Well, that’s not the final consideration or the last question to be asked of him, BECAUSE his conscience may be defiled and, like a thermostat, it may be set at the wrong place. 
3. A Seared or Deadened Conscience 

a. First there was good conscience, then a defiled conscience—but it can get worse: You can have a seared conscience.

b. In 1 Tim. 4:2 Paul warned the young warrior Timothy about some that he would come up against. They will speak “lies in hypocrisy 

c. Paul talked about those people who would look you straight in the face, and tell a lie—and it can be a religious lie.

d. How can they do such a thing? “Having their conscience seared with a hot iron.”
You know how the doctor, or the dentist, or the surgeon, can take an extremely hot tool, and burn flesh? He can cauterize flesh so as to stop bleeding. But when he does, he damages the nerve endings there.

And some have cauterized their conscience; they have seared their conscience. They have taken the white-hot poker of willful disobedience, and have thrust it down deep into the soul; and, they have seared their conscience. So not only is it defiled; it’s just dead.
They don’t feel anything anymore. 

There are people, sometimes, who not only have a defiled conscience, but they have a deadened conscience. They have so overridden their conscience that it is now dead, and they cannot know right from wrong. They’re past feeling. But that’s still not the lowest point that a man can get.
“Oh,” you say, “that’s the depth of depravity.” No it is not. You can go from a dynamic conscience that is operating right, to a defiled conscience, to a seared or deadened conscience, on down the road to an evil or depraved conscience.

This is the worst kind of a conscience one can have—an evil conscience.

In Hebrews 10:22 Paul is talking about worshiping our Lord, and he says, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.”
4. A EVIL or DEPRAVED CONSCIENCE 
a. What is a depraved conscience?
It’s an evil conscience—well, what is an evil conscience?
b. An evil conscience is the final state of depravity. An evil conscience is one that approves what is wrong, and disapproves what is right— that’s an evil conscience. 

1) Not only can a man have a defiled conscience, where he may not know exactly what is right or wrong, but also he operates according to his standards, as morally high as he sets them.

2) Or, a man can have a seared conscience, where he ceases to feel even those high standards that he’s set for himself,

3) But he can drop so low that he actually gets an evil conscience. And what is an evil conscience?

a) An evil conscience is one that willfully declares, “What is good is bad, and what is bad is good.” 

b) It approves evil, and disapproves right. Listen to Isaiah 5:20 – “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” 
That’s the bottom rung. 

II. The Corruption of the Conscience 

Now we talked about the conscience describing the various kinds. Let me talk to you about the conscience defiled, the conscience considered, and the conscience corrupted.

How does your conscience get defiled? >> READ 1Timothy 1:19
Now Paul told Timothy, “Timothy, keep a good conscience, because if you don’t, you’re going to have a shipwreck and end up on the rocks somewhere. Or, you’re going to be like that inattentive pilot: your guidance system—your warning light—is going to malfunction; and, you’re going to end up scattered all over the mountainside, shipwrecked on the rocks somewhere” 
What happens to a man’s conscience? We have, in today’s society, lost our corporate conscience. Individually, we’re to have a conscience, and society’s to have a conscience. 

You know, sin, today, has never been more outrageous, and more overlooked. If you could back yourself out of this generation 20 years ago, and then just suddenly come into it, you would be shocked, and you would be outraged. But most of us are not shocked and outraged anymore.

We’re like the frog slowly being boiled to death in the kettle. Drugs, prostitution, pornography, sexual perversion, crime—these things are epidemics. 
Have you noticed that criminals are becoming both younger and bolder? Have you noticed that? —Younger and bolder. 
But even the grossest sin is never described for what it is: a transgression against a righteous and a holy God. We’re trying to look at it as some socioeconomic problem that can be solved with job creations, sports activities, etc. Why is it that we never come to recognise it for what it is? What has happened to the old-fashioned word sin, which is against a supremely holy God? 
In a book entitled, The Vanishing Conscience, Pastor John MacArthur tells about a Mr. Bob Vernon, who was an Assistant Police Chief in Los Angeles. And he described some of the people that he has to deal with, and here’s what he called them: moral flatliners. Do you know when the line goes flat, and the patient is dead, and that little line goes beep, beep, beep THEN beeeep? He calls them moral flatliners. He talks about young people who have adopted crime as a career, and those heinous acts they can commit with no apparent remorse. 
He gave an example—a youngster that he had arrested. He was a member of a gang, and he had adopted the name Cool Aid. And what this boy had done—there was a school parade, and a float, and some homecoming people were on the float. This young man walks up with a gun, and begins to shoot at them, and to wound them, seriously wound them—one, critically wounded. He didn’t try to hide it. They put the finger on him. They arrested him. They took him down to the station, and they interrogated Cool Aid. They said, “Why did you do that? What was your motive?” “Well,” he said, “I needed to get arrested, because,” he said, “I need to go to prison. Well,” he said, “I need some medical treatment. I can get it there.” He said, “I’ve got venereal disease.” He said, “They can treat that there.” He said, “Also, I need some dental work.” He said, “So they’ll do that dental work, while I’m there.” He said, “Also,” he said, “you know, I need to get buffed up, buffed out. That is I want, too: I want to lift weights. I want to build myself up. And so,” he said, “you know, when I go to prison, I can get into the gymnasium; and, I can do this. I can build up my body. “But,” he said, “before I went, I had to get a rep”—r-e-p—that’s a reputation. “So I got me a reputation, so, when I go to prison, I’ll be known as the enforcer.” He had it all figured out. He was a moral flatliner: had no remorse, no thought at all about taking a gun, and shooting people. That, friend, is an evil conscience—no conscience at all.
And that’s the kind of a world that we’re living in today. I mean we, today are proud of our sin. At the checkout counter, look at the tabloids, the headlines: what do they scream? Perversion, adultery, gluttony, extravagancy, arrogance, selfishness, drunkenness, immorality, anger—all kinds of vice. These things are worn as badges of honour. The tee-shirts that people are wearing, with filth, and vulgarity, and profanity! I mean, they boast about it. What has happened to us? Corporately, we have lost our conscience. 
A. Self-Determination 

1. How does a conscience get corrupted? TURN to Romans chapter 1. 
Let me show you what happens, if we ever live in a Romans chapter 1 society—are we not living in one today?
2. And I want you to see how a man defiles his conscience, how a man corrupts his conscience, and how society corrupts a conscience.
a. Rom. 1:18: Now, the word “hold” literally means, “who suppress, who repress, who smother the truth.” Why is this?
b. Why is God so angry with these people? Vs. 19 – “Because...” —look at it”
c. Anybody and everybody know that God exists, and anybody knows that God is great. That’s the reason why the Bible says, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God” (Psalm 14:1).
d. This knowledge “is manifest in them” — that is it is revealed in their conscience.
e. “God hath shewed it unto them” —Where? In His creation.
f. There are two ways that every man knows that God exists:
It’s in him and under him.
In him— that’s his conscience; under him—that’s creation. Creation and conscience—they are two witnesses that witness to every man about God.
Vs. 20 says to every man, every woman: “That which may be known of God is manifest in them...For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,” —you don’t have to be a rocket scientist —”being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse” 
Now, you have, here in these verses, mankind’s self-determination. Man says, “No God for me. I don’t want this God.” And so he just willfully turns his back on God. 
Now that is self-determination, and it leads to self-deception. Look, in vs. 21 
B. Self-Deception 

1. “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart” —that is, their conscience – “was darkened” –their foolish heart was darkened.
a. Now nature abhors a vacuum.
b. If man doesn’t believe what is right, he’s going to believe what is wrong and fill that vacuum with some other belief system.

2. Man has becomes selfishly indifferent. He’s not thankful. He doesn’t value God.

a. Then, acquires a sort of a sophisticated ignorance – vs. 22
b. And then, he goes into shameful idolatry – vs. 23 ff. 

You say, “Well, we’re past that at least we don’t do that any more.” Where have you been? Wake up. Smell the coffee. That’s exactly what we’re doing. We’re in the middle of it
We’re now worshiping Mother Earth rather than Father God. That’s exactly what Paul’s talking about. The world is worshiping the creation more than the creature. Listen, folks. This is not old- fashioned. This is not out-of-date. This is 21st century.
C. Self-Destruction
So first of all, we have is mankind’s self-determination; then, follows his self-deception;
and then, his self-destruction. Now we’re talking about the demise of the conscience. 
1. Sexually Perverted 

a. Vs. 24-25 – When they have this willful denial of Almighty God, society begins to self- destruct. And how do they do it? Well, they become sexually perverted!

b. When you serve the creature more than the Creator, what’s going to happen? You teach children they came from animals—they’re going to begin to act like animals,

c. Look, if you will, in: – vs. 26-27. They became sexually perverted, because their conscience has been kicked to death. This speaks of the unnatural,
and vile, and filthy sins of Sodom. The Bible has so much to say about that. 
2. Socially Perverted 

a. But now, not only did they become sexually perverted—they become socially perverted – vs. 28-31 
b. For further information, read the daily newspaper, or listen to any news broadcast 

3. Spiritually Perverted 

a. Self-destruction is the result of sexually perverted, socially perverted 
and spiritually perverted people – vs. 32
b. Where do we get our kicks? Where do we get our jollies in society today? Where does modern entertainment centre?

1) In sex, in perversion, in drunkenness, in debauchery—that’s where we get our pleasure.

2) Not only does society do these things, we have pleasure in those that do them, and we have smothered our conscience; we have kicked our conscience to death, individually and corporately. 

III. The Cleansing of the Conscience 

Now here’s the third and final thing. I have talked to about concerning the conscience.

We’ve discussed the CHARACTERISTICS of the conscience; the CORRUPTION of the conscience: how a person can get a conscience that is either defiled, or deadened, or depraved. Now let me talk to you about the cleansing of the CONSCIENCE.

It is so important—so very important—that you have a good conscience, that you can say, “Hey, nothing between my soul and the Saviour; nothing between me and my neighbour.” How wonderful! How do you do that? 
A. First of all, if you’re not saved, you need to get saved.
1. That’s an old-fashioned word, isn’t it? But it’s a good one. You need to get saved.

2. Make note this verse in your Bible Heb. 9:14 – “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”
a. Oh, it is the precious blood of Jesus Christ, who by the Holy Spirit died in agony and blood upon that cross.

b. When you accept Him, when you receive Him, the blood of Jesus becomes a divine detergent to save you from wrath, and makes you pure.

c. And the blood purges, cleanses, your conscience—the precious blood of Jesus! Christians are not just nice people—they’re new creatures.
2 Cor. 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.”
B. You Need Assurance of Your Salvation 

1. If you have become a new creature in Christ, then you have assurance.
2. Some folks profess to be saved, but you don’t have any assurance. Do you know why you don’t have any assurance? You don’t deserve any assurance, because your conscience is defiled.

3. Listen to Heb. 10:22 – “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.”
4. If a person says, “Well, yes, I have received Christ as my personal Saviour and Lord; yes, I did that; yes, I trusted Him; but, I still have all these nagging doubts,” you’d better go back and find out if you have truly repented– then get pure conscience by getting saved. 

C. Now if you, as a Christian, have allowed your conscience, as a Christian to become defiled, then you need to confess and forsake every known sin.
1. God’s Word says, in Pro. 28:13: –“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.”
2. For sure if you cover them, and God will uncover them. But I you uncover them, and God will cover them. Hallelujah! “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13).

3. Get saved, and God—the Holy Spirit of God—will purge your conscience. If you stumble, and fall, and fail, immediately uncover that. Confess it to the Lord.
D. Keep your heart clean
More than once I would be engrossed or intensely busy with something for the ministry and pushed for time or working on a deadline when my wife or some other incident took away my concentration or caused me to lose time and I would get huffy with my wife and be outta sorts. Inevitably, God would said, “Bob, go tell her you’re sorry. Go tell her you were rude, and ask her to forgive you.” And I after I had done that the juices started to flow again. The joy was back again. 
1. You see, when you try to cover you sin, or smother it, all you do is just harden your heart. You’ve got to keep your heart tender toward the Lord. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

a. And you need to ask forgiveness—to have a clean conscience—to any one that you’ve wronged—not only to God, but also to others. Matt. 5:23-24 – “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;” —not if you have anything against him – IT IS IF HE’s got anything against you— “leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.”
b. Or, if there’s somebody, on the other hand, that you need to get forgiveness from, or somebody that you need to give forgiveness to, our Lord says, in Matt. 6:14-15: “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
2. And if possible, you need to make restitution.

a. If you’ve done somebody wrong, and it’s in your hand to make restitution, you need to do it. Listen to Num. 5:6-7 – “Speak unto the children of Israel, when a man or woman shall commit any sin that men commit, to do a trespass against the LORD, and that person be guilty; then they shall confess their sin which they have done: and he shall recompense his trespass with the principle thereof, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him against whom he hath trespassed.” 
b. Make restitution. That’s why Zacchaeus said, “Lord, if I’ve defrauded any man, I’ll restore to him fourfold” (Luke 19:8). Make restitution. 

You know, it’s so wonderful to know that no one’s going to ever open a door, and point a finger—just to be void of offense toward God, and toward man. Folks, when we live this way, what a freedom that is! God wants you to be free, and God wants you to be clear, and to say, when trials come, with the Apostle Paul, “Hey, have at it! I’m void of offense toward God, and I’m void of offense toward man” (Acts 24:16). When you get in the war, war with a pure conscience. By doing so you will have the spiritual strength of ten, because you heart is pure. 

And when that happens, they can say anything they want about you, but you say, “It’s all right. There is nothing between my soul and the Saviour, nothing between my soul and my mate.” And friend, that is a powerful way to live. What joy, what strength! And if, today, that warning system is saying to you, “Pull up! Pull up! Pull up!” don’t switch it off.
Listen to it. If you don’t, you may make shipwreck. 
CONCLUSION:
Let’s bow in prayer. We’ve sung, today, about God’s amazing grace. It’s so wonderful— glorious, marvellous grace that rescued me! And God’s grace wants to rescue you today, and you can be saved, saved, saved, for sure, and saved forever, if you will repent of your sin, and trust Christ as your personal Saviour and Lord. 
Pray a prayer like this: “O God, I know that You love me, and I know that You want to save me. And I know, Lord, that You have my welfare in Your heart. Jesus, thank You that You love me so much that You took my sins and paid for them with Your blood.” Thank our Lord Jesus. “I believe You’re the Son of God. I, now, by faith, open my heart. I receive You into my life as my Lord and Saviour. Forgive my sin; save me, Lord Jesus.”
Pray that from your heart: “Forgive my sin, and save me, Lord Jesus. Save me; purge my conscience. Save me, Lord Jesus.”
Did you ask Him? Then, pray this way:

“Thank You for saving me. I receive it by faith. I don’t look for a sign. I don’t ask for a feeling. I stand on Your Word. I receive it by faith. You’re my Lord and Saviour, right now. And now Lord Jesus, give me the courage and the strength to make this public. Help me never to be ashamed of You. In Your name I pray. Amen.” 
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