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THE APOCALYPSE (Revelation) OF JESUS CHRIST – Robert W. Zemeski
Lesson 14 – “The Things Which Are” – Chapters 2-3 – Sardis Part 5


THE THINGS WHICH ARE – The Witnesses of The Lamb Instructed


1. The Letter To Ephesus: The Loveless Church 
– Rev. 2:1-7

2. The Letter To Smyrna: The Persecuted Church 
– Rev. 2:8-11

3. The Letter To Pergamos: The Lenient Church 
– Rev. 2:12-7
4. The Letter To Thyatira: The Unrepentant Compromising Church – Rev. 2:18-29
I. THE LETTER TO SARDIS: The Dead Church – Rev. 3:1-6
Introduction

John, the Revelator, continued to present truths concerning the Lord’s assemblies in Asia Minor. The Head of His churches, the Lord Jesus Christ, addressed each pastor/angel with further instructions. Rev. 1:20 says the seven stars are seven angels and the angels are the messengers (which are the pastors) of the seven churches addressed. He concluded His revelatory truth with the churches in Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.

A. The Assembly At Sardis – 3:1
1. Sardis
 is 30 miles southeast of Thyatira and was one of the seven cities within the Roman province of Asia in western Asia Minor (modern Turkey). It had been the ancient capital of the rich and powerful kingdom of Lydia.
The city was wealthy and wicked. Sardis’ historical testimony of great wealth resulted from it housing a mint for gold and silver coinage, as well as, being the home of the affluent King Croesus (6th BC). Her wealth, along with her ideal geographical location in fertile valley at the foot of Mt. Timolus with the Pactolus River (which sands were “golden”) as a moat, gave Sardis a false sense of invincibility. Her failure to watch for enemies brought many politically unwelcome or unpleasant changes of circumstances and fortunes. This coupled with the horrible results of the great earthquake of AD 17, Sardis never returned to her once grand magnificence.
 Very little that was worthwhile in that ancient city has survived till modern times.
Sardis commanded the Hermus valley, housed the temple of Cybele, whose worship resembled that of Diana of Ephesus, noted for wool used in its flourishing carpet industry along and its arts guilds, it contained a nearby necropolis
 for the wealthy kings and nobles. As the ancient capital of Lydia it was one of the richest cities in the world. Its excellent climate and gorgeous palace was the centre of attraction. The city was characterized by being soft and slack, which characterizations carried over to many of the Christians, as Christ noted. 

2. When or by whose ministry the local assembly was founded in Sardis we are not told. Joseph A. Seiss says:

The ruins of a Christian edifice have been identified as the church of St. John, and he perhaps was the man who first planted Christianity there. The only name historically associated with the church of Sardis is that of Melito, who was its bishop about the middle of the second century. But there is everything to beget the belief that it was a church of distinguished prominence.

B. The Author – 3:1
1. Our Lord addressed Himself to this church as: “Unto the angel of the church…These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God.”
Notice the close association here of the Spirit and the Pastors. Churches desperately need Spirit-filled pastors today. When churches call a pastor, they ask about his education, manners, personality etc., but the main enquiry should be “is he a Spirit filled, Spirit led man?”
a. This address takes us back to the vision of Christ recorded in the first chapter where we see “the seven Spirits ... which are before His throne” (Rev. 1:4). By using this reference, the Speaker identified with the resurrected Christ (1:13-16), and identified as the fulfillment of the Servant of the Lord prophecy of Isaiah.
1) The prophet predicted that “stem of Jesse,” the “Branch” would receive the seven-fold Spirit resting upon Him, saying, “And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD” (Isa. 11:1-2; cf. Rev. 1:4).

2) Furthermore, the Saviour had “the seven stars” in His (right) hand, denoting control of, authority over, and equality among the stars.
 It was He and He alone that were keeping a dying church (“art dead” and “ready to die”) alive and functional as Christ’s candlestick. In a similar way, the Apostle Paul referred to this intriguing status, saying, “as dying, and, behold, we live” (2 Cor. 6:9). 

b. This symbol speaks of the Holy Spirit in the full abundance of His power and perfect work. “Seven” is the divine number for expressing completeness, fullness.

c. For obvious reasons, which we shall see later in our study, Christ would have the church in Sardis know that He desires to control His Church by the effective work of the Holy Spirit. In each of the seven epistles, the descriptive term He uses of Himself suits perfectly the condition of the particular church addressed.

1) The present Church Age is the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the blessed Holy Trinity. Now all three Persons in the Godhead – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are coequal and coeternal.

2) In 1:4-5 the “seven Spirits” are linked with the Eternal Father and with Jesus Christ as the one and only source of grace and peace.

a) Thus all needed grace and peace are assured the local assembly whose members are filled with the Spirit. 
b) The closeness of these “seven Spirits” to the throne (4:5), and their intimate relation to Jesus Christ (5:6), suggest the conclusion that they are one in the same Holy Spirit.

c) Wherever sin and failure mark a local assembly, one can be certain the Holy Spirit has not been in command in the hearts of the people.

d) The Word of the Lord to Zerubbabel needed to be re-emphasized in Sardis, “Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).
3) Our Lord’s further description of Himself in the words, “He that hath ... the seven stars,” was given to remind all who were in the church at Sardis that brother who has oversight (pastor) is in His right hand (1:16, 20).

a) These pastors – men of God – must take their orders from our Lord. He is the sovereign Head of His Church, and through the Holy Spirit He carries out His program (Acts 1:8). Could it be that in Sardis some individual, or group, had usurped authority?

b) Many a local assembly can attribute its lack of life and love to the fact that Christ is no longer owned as the Head and Lord over the people.

2. The addressee of the Lord’s message to the assembly at Sardis was, of course, the angel/pastor.
a. Scripture omits the names of the angel/pastor of each of the churches, as well as ignores their respective history.

b. Christ’s concern is NOT with their pedigree but with their practice.

C. The Admonition – 3:1-2
1. The Lord said, “I know thy works” – vs. 1
a. Before examining our Lord’s complaint, it should be observed that the church in Sardis was not lacking in works. In all probability it was a beehive of organized activity. When Christ said, “Thou hast a name that thou livest,” it could be concluded that there was little lacking in the outward appearance of that church.

b. After describing His dignity and the assembly’s legitimacy, the Lord Jesus Christ gave a short acknowledgment of and scathing analysis about her status at Sardis. As with the other six assemblies, He knew of the angel/pastor’s “works.” Referring NOT to heart or doctrine, but to deeds, the Lord gave His analysis of the pastor/assembly’s true condition. Using three present tense verbs relating to the pastor/church’s “name” Christ revealed that “thou hast,” “thou livest,” and “[thou] art dead.”
 
2. Christ said, “Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead” – vs. 1
a. They had a living reputation but a dead reality. Similarly, James had warned about dead faith, saying, “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone” (James 2:17).

1) It had a reputation for being a progressive church. No doubt others in the surrounding communities were saying, “Now that church in Sardis is a live church for you.” Had you inquired of any pagan on the streets of Sardis for the location of this church, I venture to say he could have told you at once. It was well attended, and well advertised. But more than this, it had a reputation for being alive. It was known as “the live church.” “Thou hast a name that thou livest…” It was engaged in all those activities, which characterize a live church.

2) Most people had a high estimate of this church. Had you been moving from any one of the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, or Thyatira to Sardis, your pastor would no doubt have suggested that you attend this church.
b. But the startling and terrible truth about the church in Sardis was that it was dead. Whatever the church had once been, it now retained only a remnant of its original zeal and spirituality. It would be difficult to convince its members that this was so, but we know the church was dead because our Lord said it was. It was functioning largely on its reputation of a once glorious past. They were still reciting their beliefs and saying their prayers and paying their bills, but the fire had gone out. You have seen lovely looking flowers that thrilled you, until you examined them closely, only to discover that they were artificial. Actually those artificial results of the craftsmanship of man’s hands had no right to the name of flower. Outward appearances can be notoriously deceptive.
c. The eyes of Christ pierced beyond the flesh to the skeleton. It was as dead as was Lazarus, of whom Jesus said, “Lazarus is dead,” and Martha added, “By this time he stinketh” (John 11:14, 39). It all depends upon the eyes through which the church is being diagnosed; we are prone to forget that “the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). He knows the difference between life and a corpse wrapped in graveclothes.
3. The deadness of the church perhaps is the reason why the Lord identified Himself as the one with the seven Spirits of God (that is, the omnipresent and all-seeing Holy Spirit) who alone has the power needed to revive such a church.
This church had once been known as a strong, Christ-honouring assembly. They still used the name of Christ, and outwardly gave the appearance of a living body of Christ, but in reality were a corpse – the life giving Spirit was gone. How does this happen? 
a. A church is made up of members who claim to be the children of God, but are not truly regenerate and only go through the motion of religion – these are dead! Jesus said, Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it (Matt. 7:13-14).

b. Not every one that says unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in they name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works?” (Matt. 7:21-22). Here one who does the will of God, by repentant faith in Christ, is saved and one who has his own way of salvation by good deeds or by churches or rites or a priest is not saved.
c. So there are many warnings in the Bible of unconverted people who are religious but lost.
1) Nicodemus in John 3 was a religious leader, morally upright when unsaved, but was dead and needed to be born again.

2) Judas in Matt. 10:1 was unconverted, spiritually dead, yet he was an apostle, preached, and was said to cast out devils and even healed the sick, as did the other apostles.

3) Matt. 13 – parable of the tares and wheat

4) Matt. 22 – At the king’s wedding feast for his son there was a man who tried to attend without the prescribed wedding garment and was cast into outer darkness.
5) Matt. 25 – parable of the Ten Virgins, where 5 did not have the oil of salvation – they were not born of the Spirit though they hoped to meet the bridegroom, Jesus, and were left outside when the marriage took place.
4. Just as there are unconverted people in the Bible there those in history who were religious but lost.
a. Martin Luther was a diligent praying and devout monk long before he understood “the just shall live by faith.”
b. John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, went to America to save Indians, preaching the Gospel, when on his return voyage aboard ship he found that he himself had never personally trusted Christ for salvation.
c. Sadly we must conclude that many are outwardly religious and profess to be Christians, though they are lost. There are many religious groups that claim the name Christian but do not hold to the essentials of the Christian Faith. Where a group, local or denominational, teaches salvation by priestly rites, by church, by personal righteousness and does not hold to the gospel of salvation so taught and so profess are usually not saved. They have a name that they live but they are dead.

d. Therefore local churches or groups with no saving Gospel are dead. They cannot produce living born again Christians if they do not have the life-giving Word of the Gospel.

1) Dead mothers are not capable of producing living children. Likewise, when there is no Gospel clearly preached, and when religious forms and ceremonies of “worship” prevail, sinners are not told they are lost and have to be saved, then such churches are dead as far as bringing forth children of God.

2) Powerless orthodoxy may be called dead also. Those who do not know a saving Christ and a saving Gospel are dead. But there are preachers who believe the Bible, who claim Christ as Saviour, who preach to congregations that are, in the main, believers, but who do not seek and do not have the holy anointing of the Spirit of God. They do not weep over sinners nor present the Gospel to them. 
a) Sinners are not taught they are lost and need to be saved, therefore no repenting sinners coming to Christ in such churches.
b) Like the barren fig tree the Lord Jesus cursed (Mt. 21), these churches live but they are fruitless and are, in effect, dead as far as fruit bearing is concerned. And like that fig tree that was cursed and withered and forbidden to bear fruit forever in the future, so they die.
c) The former fruitless orthodoxy is open to cults and modernism and dies out, becoming the victim of open unbelief. In Christ’s parable of the vine, Jesus said, “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away” (John 15:2). And again He said, “If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered” (vs. 6). And then He says of that kind of grape branches, “Men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned” (John 15:6). Deadness invariably follows fruitlessness.
5. In 3:2, with two successive commands, the Lord enjoined the church to “be watchful” and to “strengthen” whatever was left.

a. One of the fastest ways to wake up a dead church is to get the members to be watching for Jesus to come. I do not know of a single dead church that is looking for Jesus to come. The two just do not go together! By the way, you’ll not be very watchful if you believe that the world must first be converted before Jesus can come.

b. The sense of the commands was to continue watching and to strengthen immediately. The city of Sardis had a long history of not watching and not strengthening itself as it succumbed to various enemies. This predisposition apparently infiltrated the assembly.

6. “And strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die…” The pastor and faithful saints were to strengthen the remaining things.

a. It seemed that the light of this candlestick was flickering and about to go out, since the Lord advised the church that the few remaining things “are ready
 to die.” 
b. There were genuine believers, who half-heartedly tried to maintain a testimony, but they were discouraged and about to give up because of the ungodly society in which they lived and the lethargic church in which they served. God is saying to them, “Save the remains, get a fire going under them and get them revived. If this doesn’t happen, you might as well have a funeral for the church and bury the remains.”
7. The Lord visited the church of the angel/pastor and concluded abruptly, saying, “for I have not found” (ouv ga.r eu[rhka,
).
a. The perfect tense verb connotes that the Lord diligently searched (cf. Lk. 6:7) and discovered that their works were incomplete.
b. The angel/pastor allowed the works of the church to fall short of being “perfect before God,” literally before “the face of God.”
1) The word “perfect” comes from a Greek word, which means “fill up” or “level up” i.e. “full” (lit. “cram” cf. Mt. 13:48) or “completed, satisfy, i.e. finished a task” i.e. “fulfilled” (cf. Gal. 5:14). Though the pastor is held accountable, the failure to fulfil God’s work lies with the church members. 
a) They were not carrying out God’s purpose for their existence. The “name” (vs. 1) was a name among men, but not “before God.”
b) This church was living a lie. Its members were physically alive and at the same time spiritually dead “alienated from the life of God” (Eph. 4:18).
c) When the Great Physician felt their pulse He pronounced them dead.

· Do we know the difference between appearance and reality? God does!

· In every generation He has had to pronounce against certain ones, “…This people draw near Me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour Me, but have removed their heart far from Me…” (Isaiah 29:13).

2) Our Lord fiercely condemned every outward appearance of religious activity not directed by the Holy Spirit.

a) The Lord Jesus warned those hypocritical alms givers in Matthew 6 who made their contributions “that they may have glory of men”; who said their prayers “that they may be seen of men”; and who “disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast” (vs. 2, 5, 16-18), but the Father would have none of it.

b) Toward the end of His ministry Jesus said, “But all their works they do for to be seen of men” (Mat. 23:5). “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity” (Mat. 23:27-28). These are stinging remarks aimed at all hypocritical make-believe. The Lord is never deceived by the outward attractiveness of a well-kept mausoleum, knowing that on the inside there are the bones of a dead man. The sight of death is bad enough, but a corpse that is made to look alive is a ghastly, frightening spectacle.

The Reformation raised up a group of men who came out from Romanism and who rescued much from the mortuary of Rome. BUT they did not go far enough. State churches were organized, many of which are in operation today in Germany, Holland, and other countries. Denominationalism with its sacraments, forms, and ceremonies became a cold, lifeless formalism. Ministers became ministers of the church, not of Christ. Go throughout Christendom today and you will find the gospel in a coffin. There are, indeed, believers but dead, formal orthodoxy too frequently characterizes the scene.
3) The works of the members at Sardis were immature, incomplete, started-but-not-finished efforts which did not please Christ. In fact, their endeavours, as all endeavours, were literally in the face or presence of the Lord, the Saviour Christ stated.
4) Did not the Apostle Paul assert this truth, saying, “I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality” (1 Tim. 5:21; SEE also 2 Tim. 4:1)?
5) Believers must realize they are serving Christ in His presence, and must offer Him perfected works (cf. Mt. 5:48), as Moses admonished, saying, “And if there be any blemish therein, as if it be lame, or blind, or have any ill blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it unto the LORD thy God” (Dt. 15:21).
6) Apparently, the lack of persecution from Romans or Jews fostered apathy on the part of the church so that she was satisfied with mediocrity. Her true spirituality was dying under the veneer of the testimony as being a “successful” church.
8. In 3:3 the Lord exhorted the Baptist pastor and people at Sardis to keep remembering (mnhmo,neue – mnemoneuo)
 their history as they had “received” the Gospel truth believing it having “heard” its proclamation. The life they now lived in the flesh was to be lived continuously “by the faith of the Son of God who loved” them and “gave Himself for” them (Gal. 2:20).
a. The Sardian assembly started out in the “received Bible” movement and the Lord wanted them to remain in this movement He initiated.

b. With this solid biblical foundation as a NT assembly, the church received the Saviour’s injunction to “hold fast” habitually the things that remained of the truth (cf. Mt. 28:20).
1) This present imperative is meant for us to continue to hold fast i.e. lit. to use strength to seize or retain.

2) Heb. 4:14 encourages us to “hold fast our profession” or confession of faith in Christ, and we are also to “stand fast... for the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27).

3) In Rev. 2:14,15 we have people “that hold the doctrine of Balaam” (compromise of the doctrine of separation – act of committing physical spiritual whoredoms) and those “that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes” (dividing of Church of God up into “priests and the people” or clergy or laity so as to rule over the people), but Christians are to hold on to their Biblical faith, earnestly contending “for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).
c. Perhaps through the impetus of the Ephesian church ministry in Asia Minor (Acts 19:9-10), this region heard the Gospel with the results being the establishment of the assembly at Sardis.

1) It may be that the first generation of church members started works which the second generation did not complete, but became lax and lived off their historical reputation.
2) That which they had done was not perfect or complete before God. They, perhaps as many a modern liberal church, had emphasized the secondary aspects of Christianity such as providing social help for the needy. However, they had utterly ignored the primary purpose of preaching the gospel and the winning of the lost.

3) The only biblical solution for the current generation’s failed spiritual maturity was repentance, as Christ demanded them to “repent.” 
a) Repent of what? Of fellowship with infidels, of supporting churches, organisations and programmes which do not “hold to the faith!” That means no compromise with unbelief (2 Cor. 6:14-18-7:1) or cooperation with the ecumenical movement? (Rom. 16:17; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14)
b) So to repent would mean to leave apostate dead churches, denominations and empty formalism to return to the faith and work of the Gospel in trying to reach every creature with the “good news” of salvation as the Scriptures command Christians.

c) Ruin, punishment, destruction are certain to come to fruitless, dead churches and to the few living who stay with the dead and do not repent.

d. If they as a church would not be concerned to the degree they would repent of their spiritual deadness, turning truly to Christ, He thus warned. “I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.”
1) Though there might seem to be a reference to the coming of Christ as a thief in the night in His return, the thought rather may be of His impending chastening. “For whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6).

2) This context refers to the Lord’s removal of candlestick status.
 This removal by Him would be imminent and inevitable, the Lord Jesus warned the angel/pastor, coming “as a thief.” The biblical writers used this simile five times, referring to the unexpected coming of the Saviour (see 1 Thess. 5:2, 4; 2 Pet 3:10; Rev. 3:3 and 16:15). 
3) Of course the Lord is not a thief, but He used the simile and then expanded on it by affirming the assembly’s ignorance of timing of Christ’s judgmental visitation.

a) With Semitic repetition and expansion, the Lord emphasized His sure but unexpected judgment if repentance was not forthcoming: 

“I will come on thee as a thief” 
“I will come on thee and thou shalt not know what hour” 
b) The angel/pastor would be experientially ignorant of the specific “hour” He would come in judgmental removal. This warning about surprised removal from authority may have touched a sensitive nerve in the Sardians, who historically failed to be watchful with regard to their enemies.
 Eventually, Christ came for this unrepentant church since it is no longer in existence.
D. The Approval – 3:4-6
Following His statement of the expected response of repentance, the Lord Jesus Christ made four promises to the repentant remnant within the assembly at Sardis: 1) they shall walk with Him in undefiled garments; 2) they shall be clothed in white raiment; 3) his name will be in the book of life, 4) and their name will be confessed before the Father and angels.
1. Commending the angel/pastor, the Chief Shepherd recognized he had “a few names”
 or persons who had separated from the imperfect works and strengthened the ones remaining (vs. 1-2).

a. The word “few” (Gr. oligos) is an adjective denoting “small, slight, little.” Those who had not defiled their garments were in a minority, not many in number. But then, those who choose to identify themselves with Jesus Christ never are in the majority. Our Lord said, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). 

1) There are but two ways.

a) The way of the “many” is the broad way and leads to destruction, that is, to the eternal loss of well-being, the loss of all that makes one’s existence worth while.

b) The way of the “few” is the narrow way, but it leads at last to life in its highest form. The sad contrast between the “many” and the “few” mark the twofold division of the human race.
2) All men travel on one or the other of these two roads. Those who travel with the crowd and stand for nothing might find a certain feeling of security in doing what the majority do. But it is a false security. The fact that so many persons are doing the same thing does not make it right. Thank God for the “few” who maintain a good witness for Christ, and who have not become bogged down in the quagmire of this world’s doubts and defilements.

b. In every generation God has His “fews” – a Noah, a Daniel, or a Job, of whom He testified to His servant Ezekiel: “The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, Son of man, when the land sinneth against Me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out Mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it: though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord God” (Ezek. 14:12-14). These “few” in Sardis were those who kept themselves “unspotted from the world” (James 1:27).
c. Now it is much easier to live for Christ when noble and godly Christian people surround you. But the “few” in Sardis were the spiritual among the unspiritual, the sincere among the hypocrites, the humble among the proud, and the separated among the worldly.

1) They were the saints who were leading pure, wholesome Christian lives in the midst of corruption. There were only a few, but the Lord took account of them by name.

2) God saved Noah and his family from the flood, He rescued righteous Lot from the brimstone and fire He sent upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and in Elijah’s day He had seven thousand in Israel who had not bowed the knee to Baal (1 Kings 19:18).

3) When Christ was here on the earth He called His followers a “little flock” (Luke 12:32). He has always known His faithful ones by name, and our generation is no exception. Thought it should be true of the entire assembly, in most local assemblies one can find God’s remnant, His faithful few—the Master’s minority.

2. The expression “even in Sardis which have not defiled their garment” (connotes that there was still a little life left in this dying church.
a. The Lord may have alluded to the practice in the wool industry of Sardis in producing white woollen garments for the religious worship of Caesar. For a devotee to imperial worship, a spotted wool garment was unfitting for coming before one’s deity.

b. Much more, Christ knew His own
 at Sardis and recognized a few “which have not defiled
 their garments.”
 
1) Christ expanded on His truth, giving fuller revelation about the first promise. Those few ones who had not defiled their garments “shall walk” with the Lord “in white” the Saviour promised.

2) The remnants who walk in white raiment with Christ do so because they are “worthy” the Lord divulged.

3) Believers are worthy because they have met the conditions of faith and repentance to walk with the Worthy One, as the twenty-four elders said, “Thou art worthy, O Lord” (Rev. 4:11).

4) The Lord’s first promise to the Sardian Baptists then was the spiritual privilege to walk with Him wearing undefiled garments of white, presumably in the New Jerusalem.
c. Few names even in Sardis—these few are like the few righteous in Sodom. Like Lot, though they erringly remain in dead churches or apostate denominations, they do not make it worse, nor does their presence save it. The greatest sin of these saints was to remain in Sardis. I do not believe that God would want one of His children to freeze to death spiritually in a cold, lifeless, dead church, even if uncle Harry goes there and your great Grandma is buried in the churchyard. Let the dead bury their dead (Luke 9:60). There is no use polishing the brass on a sinking ship!

3. Our Lord’s testimony about the “few” was that they “have not defiled their garments.”
a. This word “garments” is used in a figurative sense. What garments are to the body, so habits are to the real self.
b. The expression “even in Sardis” connotes that there was still a little life left in this dying church.
c. Amazingly neither the corruption of heathendom nor the lifelessness of a dying church has infected these “few” with the same death.
1) These “few” have kept themselves as Jesus says “unspotted from the world” (1:27) in which they lived.
2) Their contact with the dead orthodoxy of this body has imparted no life to the assembly, and by God’s graces no defilement to them.
3) If salvation depended on belonging to the right church, rather than to Jesus, these folks would be lost.
4. How we dress is important. It makes a difference whether our clothes are clean or dirty, whether they fit or do not fit, whether they become us or do not.
a. A soldier must dress the part of a soldier, a marine the part of a marine, and a naval man the part of a sailor. Each knows that his uniform must fit well and be kept clean at all times.
b. So, too, the Christian must exercise care about the wardrobe of his soul. The old moth-eaten garments of the unregenerated life must be discarded. “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds” (Colossians 3:8,9).
c. Then the new garments are to be worn. “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness” (Colossians 3:12-14).
d. Read our Lord’s parable of the wedding supper. When the king examined the guests and discovered there a man who did not have on a wedding garment, he ordered that man to be banished to outer darkness, and then He concluded the parable with the words, “For many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:11-14). It was the few in Sardis who were properly clothed.
5. Concerning the few, Christ promised: “They shall walk with Me in white: for they are worthy” (3:4). “White” is always the colour of Heaven. The redeemed of the Great Tribulation are seen wearing robes washed white in the blood of the Lamb (7:14). Then there follows the white cloud (14:14); the white horse (19:11); the white horses (19:14), and finally the great white throne (20:11).
a. Their worthiness was not in their own good works, which were found imperfect (vs. 2), but in the Lord who alone is truly worthy (Rev. 4:11; 5:9,12).
b. It is Christ’s blood, which saves us, and it is His blood, which makes our robes white (Rom. 3:25; Rev. 7:14) and it is His blood, which preserves us in holiness.
In regards to “the blood of Jesus Christ”, 1 John 1:7 relates that the word “cleanseth” is in the present tense and denotes a continuous action of the power of the blood.
c. Notice FIRST of four promises – “they shall walk” (Rev. 3:4)
1) “They shall walk…” i.e. they shall have life and liberty

2) “They shall walk with me” – Christ will be their constant companion.

3) “They shall walk…in white” – unsoiled, undefiled!

d. The white garments to be put on of those walking – walking with the Lord in 3:4-5 and in 3:18; 4:4 are quite different from the “undefiled [unstained] garments” of 3:4.
1) The one is worn in imperfect purity of struggling saints on earth, the other the perfect purity of the glorified saints in heaven.
2) Just as the saint must put on “the new man” (Eph. 4:24; 6:11 ff.) in this life, the Lord will clothe the new man in the next. 
There are many children of God who are in dead, apostate or ecumenically compromising churches and are almost undistinguishable from the mass of those in “Christendom”, yet are plainly discernable to our Lord’s eye, for it is written, “the Lord knows them that are His” (2 Tim. 2:19). These would be included in the marriage of the Lamb, when the true bride of Christ will be dressed in pure white fine linen (Rev. 19:8).

6. Vs. 5 – The Lord Jesus Christ classified as the “overcomer” the individual ones who were in same group as the few who watched and repented (vs. 2-4). People who have put their complete faith in Christ are overcomer’s because through His death and resurrection He destroyed Satan, defeated death and delivered Christians from the damning bondage of sin thereby overcoming Satan’s domain over the world.
7. His SECOND promise to the faithful was that he “shall be clothed in white raiment.”
a. Lord God Who will clothe the saint in heavenly garb, which depicts purity and holiness (cf. Rev. 1:14; see Isa. 1:18).

1) Those that will stand before the Lord must be properly attired (Rev. 7:9, 13-14). 
2) The sinner has his own garments, which Scripture contrasts with those of the saints, saying, “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (Isa. 64:6). 
b. Isaiah predicted this truth centuries earlier, saying, “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels” (Isa. 61:10).

c. Elsewhere, the Scripture revealed that the justified saint shall be dressed as a bride, saying, “And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8).

8. The THIRD promise that the Saviour made to each of the repentant church members at Sardis was “I will not blot out” the name of the overcomer from “the book of life”
a. This verse has bothered people, for it seems to suggest that unfaithful Christians will have their names taken out of the book of life.

1) The promise “not” to “blot out his name out of is an emphatic assurance of eternal security of the true believer.

a) The statement in Greek contains a double negative, which may be translated, “I will by no means blot out his name.”
b) Christ will “confess” the “name” only of the genuine believers (Mt. 10:32-33).

2) It is not a question of people, who have been truly born of God, losing that eternal life given them in Christ, for that, as many Scriptures show is an impossibility (John 10:28-29; Rom. 8:35-39).
a) In fact, were it otherwise, it would not be eternal life at all, God would be found a liar and Christ who is eternal life would be non existent because He would have to remove Himself.

b) This verse is a promise, guaranteeing that once a man is in the category of those who have overcome, under no circumstances can his name be erased from the Lamb’s book of life.
9. This expression “book of life” occurs eight times in the NT, always in Revelation (see Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8;
 20:12, 15; 21:27; and 22:19) except for Paul’s usage in Phil. 4:3.

a. Eschatologically (the science of last things: death, judgement, and the final destiny of the soul and mankind), it is the register of the names of all the redeemed throughout the ages, as the Lord revealed, saying, “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15).

b. Since the Lord promised that these saints would not be blotted out, the converse must be true as well—some may have their name blotted out of this book.

1) This is the book, which contains all of those who have life, both spiritual and physical.

2) The Scripture teaches that Adam’s spiritual journey included 1) physical and spiritual life, 2) physical and spiritual death, and 3) spiritual life (cf. Gen. 2:17; 3:7, 20-21; Rom. 5:12-14).

3) Moreover, the Scripture teaches that Paul had the same spiritual journey. His own testimony was that he had spiritual and physical life, and that subsequently he died spiritually, saying, “For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died” (Rom. 7:9).

4) Of course, on the Damascus road he received spiritual life again (cf. Acts 9:5-6 et al), completing this spiritual journey (life-death-life).
10. In other words, the Lord God placed the name of everyone ever conceived in “the book of life.”
a. When the individual with the inherent old, Adamic nature
 reaches “the age of accountability,”
 and subsequently sins against the light of general or special revelation and thus confirms his old nature, he becomes dead because of his “trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1).

b. God, in His graciousness, has placed everyone in “the book of life,” and each individual remains in it if he dies before the age of accountability, or repents of the sins confirming his old nature and is saved.
 Those who refuse to repent will die in their sins (not in their old nature), and will be blotted out of “the book of life,” presumably at death.
 In the end, “the book of life” (all mankind) will reduce down to “the Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 21:27), comprised of those justified by faith.

11. We can infer, if the believers are not to be blotted out of the Book of Life, that the unbelievers’ names shall be blotted out. It was ancient custom to strike the names of the dead out of the list of a city’s citizens. From God’s Word we learn that God has books and keeps records. 

a. Register of the nation of Israel (Ps. 87:5-6; Isa. 4:3; Ezek. 13:9).

1) To be blotted out of this book would mean to forfeit the privileges of the covenant and to be shut out from God’s favour (Ex. 32:32-33; Ps. 109:13).

2) Although it is true that many ancient cities had the names of their citizens registered, Christ referred to the heavenly register of “the Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 21:27), and not some civil register (cf. Isa. 4:3).
b. Register of all those who were ever physically born (Ps. 69:28). To be blotted out here would mean to experience an untimely death and possible removal of one’s heritage from the pages of mankind (Ps. 9:6; Ex. 17:14). From these Scriptures we can note that there are two Books of Life – one under heaven and one in heaven.

c. Register of eternal Life (Dan.12:1; Luke 10:20; Heb. 12:23). This list records the names of those who are citizens of heaven.

d. Book of Remembrance (Mal. 3:16). From this book God will judge the unsaved (Rev. 20:12, 15).

12. Christ’s fourth promise followed quickly on the previous affirmation with the Lord asserting that “I will confess his name “before”
 God “my Father” and “his angels” (Cf. Lk. 15:10).
a. Those who enter into the Christian life by confessing with their mouths the Lord Jesus (cf. Rom. 10:9) will receive divine reciprocation as the Son of God revealed elsewhere, saying, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven” (Mt. 10:32; cf. also Lk. 12:8 and 2 Tim. 2:12).

b. Furthermore, the LORD God declared, saying, “Be it far from me; for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed” (1 Sam. 2:30).

c. In summary: the Lord Jesus Christ promised the overcomers – the few who would repent, watch, strengthen, and hold fast what they had received and heard – the divine affirmations of walking with Him in white, being clothed in white raiment, not being blotted out of the book of life, and being confessed by Christ before the Father. These were wonderful soteriological (doctrine of salvation) promises for the church members at Sardis, as well as are, for all NT church members in the immersionist assembly age. After all, the Saviour gave His common exhortation to all with spiritual ears, saying, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches” (vs. 6; cf. Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:13, 22).
� The meaning of the name Sardis is uncertain: some say it means “a remnant – those who have escaped, or those who have come out and others say the word means “red ones.”


� James Orr, Editor, “Sardis” The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Volume IV (Wilmington, DE: AP&A, 1915 Reprint), p. 2692. This is the modern city of Sart.


� Necropolis: a cemetery, especially a large one belonging to an ancient city


� Cf. also the reference to the Lord empowered by the Spirit, as Luke stated, saying, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him” (Acts 10:38).


� This point suggests that there was no hierarchy among the pastors of various “churches”, which hierarchy developed later into an archbishop, bishop, parish priest system of Roman Catholicism. The Bible knows nothing about a territorial church (the critical reading of Acts 9:31 “church” notwithstanding) or a parochial bishop. 


� In light of the fact that a necropolis was near Sardis, Christ may have punned on regional fixation about death. 


� The CT gives the rendering “were about to die” (e.g., NASV), confusing the time element. 


� The perfect tense of eu`ri,skw (“found,” 177x; cf. Rev. 2:2) denotes Christ’s habitual failure to find completion in their works. Cf. from this Greek word we get the English expression “eureka” (literally, ‘I found it!’)


� This second person, singular, present imperative denotes the demand for perpetual, habitual remembrance. The Greek root means “be mindful” (cf. Rev. 2:5). The English word “mnemonic” comes from this Greek verb.


� The Son “received” revelation from the Father (cf. Jn. 17:8) and gave it to His Apostles who “received,” i.e. kept, preached and finally inscripturated it (vs. 20). The early disciples received this preached and/or inscripturated truth (see Acts 2:41-42; 8:14; 11:1; 17:11; 1 Thess. 2:13) and passed it on to others (2 Tim. 2:2). The Greek text of this “received Bible” movement, in which the Lord’s preserved churches were intimately and exclusively involved, was ultimately called the Textus Receptus (the text received by all) in 1633.


� Christ asserted the truth of His “coming” to five churches (Ephesus [2:5], Pergamos [2:16], Thyatira [2:25], Sardis [3:3], and Philadelphia [3:11]), three of which had the threat of immediate judgment (Ephesus, Pergamos, and Sardis).


� Sardis, an almost impregnable city, on the slope of Mount Tmolus, possessed and interesting history of over 2,000 years. As the wealthy seat of Lydian government, the fabled Croesus reigned as monarch; and Thales, the first great Greek philosopher, was a citizen. Twice in its noble history this citadel fell to invading armies because the precipitous walls were left unguarded by overconfident defenders. No doubt, those tragedies are recalled in the warning of vs. 3. (The Criswell Study Bible, Thomas Nelson Publishers. 1979, p. 1484, footnote 3:1.)


� “Names” = Persons: cf. “And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,)” (Acts 1:15). John in reference to the Lord Jesus said, “He that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To Him the porter opens [the door into the sheepfold]; and the sheep [people] hear His voice: and He calls His own sheep by name, and leads them out” (John 10:2-3).


� Paul affirmed this truth, saying, “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Tim. 2:19). 


� The root of “defiled” occurs also in 1 Cor. 8:7 and Rev. 14:4. The defilement to which it refers is either religious or moral. 


� Just as there are garments on earth (Rev. 16:15) there are garments in heaven (Rev. 19:13, 16). And as the saint must put on “the new man” (Eph. 4:24; 6:11 ff.) in this life, the Lord will clothe the new man in the next.


� It should be noted that “from the foundation of the world” qualifies “the book of life” not the verb “written.”


� Paul revealed that church members have their names written in heaven, saying, “To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,” (Heb. 12:23). 


� Contextually, the states of “was alive” and “died” must both be either spiritual life/death or physical life/death.


� Sinners go to hell, not because they have an old nature, but because they don’t repent of the sin that confirms their old nature (cf. Acts 3:19). 


� Apparently all mankind, including infants and imbeciles, have the status of “justification of life” until they reach this age. The Apostle Paul confirmed this truth, saying, “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life” (Rom. 5:18). 


� This biblical position repudiates the horrendous notion of dual predestination in Calvinism that teaches God elected some to hell. “Limited Atonement” receives the rejection of many clear passages in Scripture such as John’s classic statement, saying, “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 Jn. 2:2). The Reformed translators of the NASV have transposed the expression “from the foundation of the world” to qualify the verb “written” instead of the verb “slain” (e.g., Tyndale, KJV) to produce this Calvinistic rendering in Rev. 13:8, saying, “And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.” 


� The “unpardonable sin” suggests that this special group of sinners (only applicable during the first century) may be blotted out prior to death (Mt. 12:31-32; Heb. 6:4-6).


� The similar and strong warning of the Lord in taking away out of “the book of life” one’s part who tampers with Scripture through diminutions reveals that the original architects of the CT were unbelievers. The CT’s origination was diabolical, its proponents were unregenerated, and its product is unfruitful (cf. Eph. 5:11). 


� This adverb is twice emphasized in this verse. Since it means literally “in the face,” the scenario will probably occur at the Bema judgment. 





