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THE APOCALYPSE (Revelation) OF JESUS CHRIST – Robert W. Zemeski
Lesson 15 – “The Things Which Are” – Chapter 3 – Philadelphia Part 6

THE THINGS WHICH ARE – The Witnesses of The Lamb Instructed


1. The Letter to Ephesus – The Loveless Church – Rev. 2:1-7

2. The Letter to Smyrna – The Persecuted Church 
– Rev. 2:8-11

3. The Letter to Pergamos – The Lenient Church 
– Rev. 2:12-7
4. The Letter To Thyatira: The Unrepentant Compromising Church – Rev. 2:18-29
5. The Letter To Sardis: The Dead Church – Rev. 3:1-6
I. THE LETTER TO Philadelphia: The Church of the Open Door – Rev. 3:7-13
A. The Assembly – 3:7

“And to the angel of the Church in Philadelphia write:”
The city of Philadelphia was located about thirty miles southeast of Sardis leading to Laodicea. Its elevation was about nine hundred feet. Bounded by Mount Timolus, it shared the rich, fertile soil, which characterized Sardis. Geographically, it opened to the interior of the east for easy commerce and communication. It had an ideal military position on an easily defended hill, allowing for the resistance of all enemies.

However, it was in a precariously dangerous position because that entire section of Asia was subject to frequent earth tremors and occasional earthquakes. Philadelphia suffered severely from a disastrous earthquake occurring in AD 17 and completely destroying the city. Many aftershocks hindered its development for another twenty years or so, suggesting that the assembly was fairly recent in John’s day, and also lending to the support that the Apocalypse was written in the latter part of the first century.

The name “Philadelphia” means “brotherly love.” The city built by the Lydian king Attalus II Philadelphus (2 century BC) who so loved his brother Eumenes that the city of Philadelphia, which the king founded, perpetually honoured his brotherly love with its name. It had a heavy Jewish population and still survives today as the town of Allah-shehr, which means “City of Allah. Owing to the volcanic nature of the soil, the city became famous for the cultivation of fine grapes. Its location may also have enhanced the eastward propagation of Hellenistic deities such as Dionysus – its chief deity – the god of wine.
Rom 12:10 – “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;” Every church should be a Philadelphian church in this sense.
B. The Author – 3:7
“…These things saith He that is holy, He that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;”
Some of the Lord’s words such as “key,” “open door,” “pillar,” and “new name” may be examples of double meaning pertaining to the city’s geography and history. The church in Philadelphia as well as the church in Smyrna received no rebuke from the Lord. As with all of the seven churches, the Saviour addressed the pastor at Philadelphia as the one to whom John was to write. The Christian population of the first century was very literate since believers received the written Scriptures (cf. Colossians 4:16). No doubt the pastor of each church read the Scriptures to the congregation as part of the regular worship (cf. 1 Timothy 4:13).

1. “…These things saith He that is holy, He that is true…” designates the character of the Lord: absolute holiness and truth. What He says is right and what He says is true—by definition! “For the word of the Lord is right; and all his works are done in truth” (Ps. 33:4).

a. This doctrine of the sovereign God is the basis of all genuine witness for Christ. After all, no saint will witness and testify to something they don’t believe!
b. Since truth and holiness must go together, sound doctrine always generates godly living: conversely, “evil communications corrupt good manners” (1 Corinthians 15:33). If we are to walk in fellowship with the Holy One, we must remember the word “Be ye holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16).

c. If we would enjoy communion with Him who is true, we must refuse Satan’s lies, hold on to love and live the truth ourselves. There can be no spiritual union with brethren or Christ if there isn’t first separation from evil and agreement in truth.
2. The One saying “these things,” things that are inspired, authoritative, and true, was He that was “holy” and “true”.
a. These two adjectives combined refer to God in Revelation, as John declared, saying, “And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:10).
b. The Scriptures acknowledge that Jehovah is “the Holy One” and Jesus is the true God, saying respectively, “To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One” (Isa. 40:25), and “And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life” (1 Jn. 5:20).
1) On a number of occasions Jehovah said, “I am holy” (Lev. 11:44). Jesus quite naturally assumes it, and rightly so, for He is “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens” (Hebrews 7:26).

a) Peter testified of Him as the One “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth” (1 Peter 2:22).
b) Holiness is what Christ is in Himself, in His essential character. Because He is holy, every word He ever spoke and everything He ever did was perfect. It could not be otherwise. He is the embodiment of holiness.
c) John testified, “in Him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). Paul adds that He “knew no sin” (2 Cor. 5: 21). Both Pilate’s wife and Pilate himself called Him a “just man “ [or righteous Man] (Matthew 27:19, 24). As a matter of fact, because Christ was essentially holy in His nature, it was impossible for Him to commit sin.
d) The Lord’s disciples (cf. Acts 3:14) and antagonists (cf. Mk. 1:24) admitted that He was the “Holy One.”
2) Our Lord then speaks of Himself as “He that is true” (Rev. 3:7).

a) No doubt the Lord wanted His audience to recognize that He was “the truth” (cf. Jn. 14:6), since He revealed that Christians hear the truth (cf. Jn. 18:37).

b) Persons are sometimes spoken of as being true, but no created being possesses the moral glory of being, in his essential nature, “the True One.”
c) G. Campbell Morgan distinguishes between being “holy” and “true.”
(i) He says that as the “holy One”, Christ is right in character; as the “true One”, He is right in conduct.

(ii) He could not be different in His actions from what He is in His attributes. When character is right, conduct will be right. Because holiness inherently resides in Him, truth does likewise.

(iii) Since He is perfect in what He is, He is also perfect in what He does. He only could say, “I am…the truth” (John 14:6).

(iv) In this He claimed oneness with the Father when He prayed, “And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent” (John 17: 3).

d) The Apostle John closed his first Epistle with the words, “And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true, and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life” (1 John 5:20). It is this vision of Christ as the “holy” and “true” One that keeps the Christian when lawlessness and dishonesty prevail all about him.

3. Christ declared that He was the One having “…the key of David…” and the One opening and “no man shutteth”.
a. The Lord Jesus Christ alluded to Isaiah’s revelation about the displacement of disgraced Shebna (cp. Isaiah 22:14-21 – he was a pro-Egyptian traitor) and the advancement of Eliakim as the authorized one over the house of David
b. In the days of King Hezekiah, Shebna was a powerful steward and was controller of the royal house much like Joseph under Pharaoh. Because he had been proved unfaithful in his service God degraded him to an inferior office of royal scribe or secretary (Isa. 36:3; 37:2) while promoting Eliakim to his position (Isaiah 22:20-21).
4. The Saviour cited the prophet’s prophecy about Eliakim (his name means literally, “God sets up”) who apparently foreshadowed Christ, saying, “And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open” (Isa. 22:22).

a. The significance of the key of David is clear. It is the rule over David’s house.
b.  “The key of the house of David…” specifically referred to the keys of the treasures, but figuratively it refers to all the great responsibilities of government resting upon the one in this office who is equivalent to that of prime minister.

c. Eliakim alone, under the king, would have the responsibility of the entire government resting upon his shoulders. This same prophetic promise has been made of the coming Messiah (Isa. 9:6-7).
d. Eliakim (whose very name means “God raising up”) was a visible type of the coming Messiah and had his typological promise fulfilled 800 years later in Jesus Christ.
e. The angel said to Mary, “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 1:32-33).

1) Christ is the absolute Ruler in His kingdom. The key to the house of David is His by legal right and by lineage.

2) He is sole Heir to the throne of David, and until He comes again to reign, the Jews can have no true sovereign. The key is the symbol of His authority, and this authority was given to Him over Heaven and earth (Matthew 28:18).
C. Author’s Keys

1. Christ holds the key to the door of SALVATION. If you wish to enter the gate that leads to life everlasting, you must come to Christ. No individual or church can assure you of entrance into Heaven nor keep you from entering.

a. The key is in the hand of Christ. It is true that Christ said to Peter, “I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 16:19), and it is also true that Peter used those keys.

1) Through his preaching of the gospel he opened the door to the Jews on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14-47).

2) Through his ministry the first Samaritan believers received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17).

3) As the result of his witness the first Gentile, Cornelius the Roman centurion, was saved (Acts 10:44-48).

b. But Peter has long since been dead. Now the keys are back in the hands of Christ. He said, “I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Revelation 1:18).

c. Whether a key or keys (Rev. 1:18), this item symbolized the Lord’s sovereign authority over all of His creation, and contextually related to the missionary opportunity Christ gave the Philadelphian church members in carrying out the Great Commission.
1) Just as Philadelphia was in a geographically ideal location for both commercial intercourse and the “evangelization” of Asia with its Dionysianism, the Lord had placed His candlestick in this wonderful opportune place for biblical evangelism.

2) He it is that gives and takes away the opportunities for His purposes, as Asaph stated, saying, “For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another” (Ps. 75:6-7).
d. The Lord said, “I have set before thee an open door…” (Rev. 3:8).

1) The tense is perfect. The door He opened remains open today. That door is Christ Himself. He says, “I am the door; by Me if any man enter in, He shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture” (John 10: 9).

2) You had better enter while the door is still open. When Noah and his family were safely in the ark, “the LORD shut him in” (Genesis 7:16).

a) The door, which shut Noah safely on the inside, sealed the doom of all unbelievers on the outside. God had shut the door and the day of salvation for that generation came to an end.

b) Read again our Lord’s parable of the ten virgins who were to be wedding attendants (Matthew 25:1-13).

(i) Five were wise in that they filled their lamps with oil and were ready. Five were foolish in that they made no preparation, thus their lamps were empty.

(ii) When the bridegroom came, the five wise attendants that were ready went in with him to the marriage, “and the door was shut.”
(iii) The five foolish attendants returned too late. They frantically pounded against the door, and cried, “Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not” (Matthew 25:11-12). Rise up, and come through the door at once before it is too late.

2. Jesus Christ assures us that He holds the keys to the doors of WITNESS and SERVICE. Doors which He alone opens and shuts. He said to the saints at Philadelphia: “He that opens and no man shuts; and shuts and no man opens…I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it” (Rev. 3:7-8)
a. Acting on the truth that Christ is Lord over His own house and that He commands His servants to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature, thousands have gone forth in total dependence upon Him to meet their every need.

b. What the all-sufficient Lord has done for others he can do for you. Where the Lord guides, He will give the grace and provision to go (Acts 14:27; 1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col. 4:3). 
c. The great Apostle Paul had recognized that the Lord was the great “Door Opener,” stating, “For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries” (1 Cor. 16:9), “Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord” (2 Cor. 2:12), and “Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds” (Col. 4:3).
1) While it is true that Christ opens doors for us, He will not enter them for us.
It is the Lord’s part to open that door. It is ours to enter.

2) As a matter of fact, the Lord Jesus Christ has authorized His baptizing assembly to carry out His work wherever the Lord opens the door (Mt. 16:18-19; 18:19-20; 28:18-20; Acts 13:46-48).

3) God gives opportunities to believers and His churches, but if He so desires He can withdraw His power and close these doors tight. You only have today to serve Jesus.

3. It was Paul’s prayer that he would never force his way unceremoniously through doors, which the Lord never opened. He asked the saints at Colossae to continue to pray that “God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ,” for which he was in bonds (Colossians 4:3).

a. In Acts 16: 7-8 Paul arrived in the region of Mysia which was just to the north of the province of Asia. From there he “assayed to go into Bithynia.” 
1) The word translated as “assayed” has the sense of ‘attempted.’
a) Bithynia was a region along the south shore of the Black Sea in Asia Minor.
b) When Paul passed through this region he descend to the port city of Troas.
 It was there he was “forbidden [i.e. prevented] of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia” (16:6).

2) God gave Paul a vision one night while in Troas (Asia) in Acts 16:9 in which a man of Macedonia, (Europe) begged him to come and help.
 It was by this vision that God assured them that God was calling them to preach the gospel there (16:10).
3) God’s time was perfect. Hearts were open and prepared in Macedonia. God said, ‘Go there!’ The door closed for Paul to go to Asia and opened for him to head to Europe.
b. In Acts 12:5-11 Rome had padlocked the prison doors and set a guard over Peter, but the unseen hand of the supernatural Christ opened the iron gate.
c. At Lystra Paul was beaten and stoned (Acts 14:19), but God raised him up, and when he returned to his brethren at Antioch, he testified to the church there “all that God had done with them, and how He had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27).
d. Any man of God in the will of God will find an open door for Christian service, and there is no power on earth or in hell that can shut the door, which God has opened.

e. Christ has opened many doors of service, but too many of us have been so blinded by greed, selfishness, and the lust for pleasure that we fail to see the open door.

D. The Approval – 3:8
1. Only good is spoken about this church. There is no admonition.

2. The Lord said: “I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door…” These works are not described, but it is evident they pleased the Lord. The only works that please the Lord are those that proceed form an attitude of the heart and life that finds its strength only in Christ, its faith only in His Word, and its very basis for existence only in His name.
a. The Lord acknowledged the works of the pastor/church members at Philadelphia and declares, “behold” emphasizing the reality of the “open door” before the church members.

b. The adjective in the Greek is perfect passive, qualifying door as being permanently opened by our Lord Jesus Christ affirming that He had “set” it before the church, and not even their enemies could “shut” it. 
c. Since the Lord Jesus Christ had set the open door and it was still set open noting a perpetual opportunity the church of Philadelphia. It is as open to us now as it was to them then.

1) Of course, the Christian recognizes that the Lord Jesus Christ is “the door” to salvation, and salvation is open to all (cf. Rom. 10:13; 1 Tim. 4:10), as John revealed about Christ, Who said, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture” (Jn. 10:9).

2) You had better enter while the door is still open. When Noah and his family were safely in the ark, “the LORD shut him in” (Genesis 7:16).

a) The door, which shut Noah safely on the inside, sealed the doom of all unbelievers on the outside.

b) God had shut the door and the day of salvation for that generation came to an end.

3) Read again our Lord’s parable of the ten wedding attendants.

a) Five were wise in that they filled their lamps with oil and were ready. Five were foolish in that they made no preparation, thus their lamps were empty.

b) When the bridegroom came, the five wise attendants that were ready went in with him to the marriage, “and the door was shut.”
c) The five foolish attendants returned too late. They frantically pounded against the door, and cried, “Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not” (Matthew 25:1-13). If you have not done so already, rise up, and come through the door at once before it is too late.

d. Since grammatically the clause about the open door follows the Lord’s non-condemning expression about His knowledge of their works, it follows that He desired the assembly to continue her perfected activities.
1) The Sardian works were imperfect (vs. 2); apparently the Philadelphian works were mature and responsibly carrying out the Lord’s commission.

2) Philadelphia was the ideal missionary city through which the assembly would evangelize, albeit she had small strength.

3. The Lord’s analysis that the pastor/assembly in vs. 8 had “a little strength” was not a condemnation.

a. The “little” must refer to physical size, as the Christians in Philadelphia were apparently few in number. They had little numerical strength. But this does not mean they were marked by feebleness. Contrariwise, they made full use of the strength they possessed because those “in Christ” have great dunamis, as Paul affirmed, saying, “And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power” (Eph. 1:19).

1) I do not read that our Lord’s followers were ever in the numerical majority. Abraham had but 318 men when he defeated the armies of four kings 
(Genesis 14: 14-16).

2) Gideon and his band of 300 put to rout a whole army of Midianites 
(Judges 7:19-23).

3) Elijah on God’s side was more than a match for the 450 prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:21-40).

b. The small but faithful flock at Philadelphia must have been dear to the Saviour, since His assembly was “little,” as He stated, saying, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Lk. 12:32). It was dear to Christ, who thinks more of quality than of quantity.
1) After more than three years of public ministry, there were a mere 120 (Acts 1:15). They were the Master’s minority.
2) They had little power as man reckons power, but it pleased God to make the fullness of His power available to the faithful, even though they were small in number and lacking in social prominence. Christ assured the faithful few in Philadelphia that He can use them and that He keeps a door wide open to them.

3) They might not have exerted any great influence on the city politically or economically, but they could be Christ’s flaming evangelists. “Power belongeth unto God” the Father (Psalm 62:11), God the Son (Matthew 28:18), God the Holy Spirit, and to all who are indwelt by the Spirit (Acts 1:8).

c. Christ’s small flock was given the greatest responsibility of preaching the kingdom message, and “turned the world upside down” (cf. Acts 17:6). Little is much with the Lord, as He demonstrated in His miracles of loaves and fishes (cf. Mt. 14:13-21; 15:29-39). 
4. A door of witness and ministry is open to them because they have been faithful and as long as they are faithful. Notice the three reasons why God had kept their door open:

a. “…For thou hast a little strength…” – Our duty is to stand in God’s grace Rom. 5:2; 14:4; 1 Cor. 15:1; Gal. 5:1; 2 Thess. 2:15; Eph. 6:10-19; Deut. 31:1-8; Joshua 1:5-9.
1) It is not that the church still has a little strength left in which to function, but because they had but “a little strength” they had to depend wholly on the Lord as their source of strength.
2) “For my strength is made perfect in weakness,” says the Lord in 2 Cor. 12:9.
a) Neither wealth nor influence, neither promotional schemes nor the eloquence of its pulpit, not the harmonies of its musicians can give the local church an effective ministry.
b) It is the Lord alone who opens the door; the Lord alone gives the increase “So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase” (1 Cor. 3:7).

b. “…And has kept
 My Word…” – The keeping of God’s word involves a great deal more than just believing the Bible, or reading and studying it.
1) We are charged to “keep that which is committed” to our trust (1 Tim. 6:20).
2) We are to “hold fast the form of sound words” we have heard (2 Tim. 1:13)

3) We are to “earnestly contend for the faith” (Jude 3) and to “continue in the faith grounded and settled…not moved away from the hope of the gospel…” (Col. 1:23).
4) More over to keep God’s word infers that we are going to obey it!
The Philadelphia having kept the Lord’s word, was faithfully obeying the Great Commission, which said in part, “Teaching them to observe [fulfill a command] all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Mt. 28:20).
a) Local church members are the means by which God has determined to preserve His Scriptures, not only physically, but also by putting into practice what is taught.
(i) The OT preservation responsibility fell upon the Lord’s churches after God was through using Israel as His depository (Rom. 3:2).

(ii) His NT assemblies received, believed, preserved, and propagated the Scriptures, as Paul, for example, enjoined the Colossians, saying, “And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea” 
(Col. 4:16).
b) The reason that the door of spiritual power has been closed to many churches is that they have ceased to believe the Bible is the Word of God, failing to preach it as such, and ultimately found wanting in its practice.

c) When a church begins to deal loosely with the “Word” of Christ, it will sooner or later deny the “name” of Christ. This was NOT the case with the Philadelphian church.
5) The Lord does not blame us for having little strength, but for having little faith and little regard for His Word.

a) Those Christians to whom Christ addressed Himself had kept His Word. This means they received the Word, they believed the Word, they loved the Word, and they obeyed the Word.

b) To them God’s Word was a treasure, a holy thing, thus they kept and guarded it, even under great disadvantages.

c. “…And hast not denied My name.” – It is no small matter to love and honour the name of Jesus Christ in times when so many speak His name lightly and even blasphemously.

1) The “Name” of Christ in Scripture stands for all that He is. 

a) The name of the Lord Jesus Christ represents His character, His position, and His work – all that He is and does.
b) He is Lord [Master], Jesus [Mediator], Christ [Messiah].
2) In the NT the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is invested with all that the name “Jehovah” implied in the OT. That name suggests His deity, honour, glory, majesty, holiness, eternality, omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence.

3) The name, “Jesus”, means ‘salvation is of the Lord’ or ‘the Lord is salvation’
Acts 4:12 – “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, where by we must be saved.”
a) “Christ” means ‘the anointed one’ the Greek translation of the Hebrew word rendered “Messiah”, which is the official title of our Lord, occurring 514 times in the New Testament.

b) It denotes that Jesus was anointed or consecrated to His great redemptive work by God, as the Prophet, Priest, and King of his people.
c) ‘Lord’ designates His sovereignty and honour given by those who obey His words.

d) To those who have little strength, but keep Christ’s word and acknowledge His name, He’ll open doors that no man can close.
4) Sinners are saved through faith in His name (Matthew 1:21; John 1:12; 20:31; Romans 10:13), and in only or only through His name (Acts 4:12).

a) Conversely, all who have not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God are “condemned already” (John 3:18).

b) Our Lord taught His followers to pray in His name as an essential requisite to receiving answers to their prayers (John 14:13-14; 15: 16; 16:23-24).

c) He gave promise that “where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20).

d) He promised further an abundant reward for any sacrifice one would make for His name’s sake (Matthew 19:29).
5) Not surprisingly, however, we learn that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ provokes the hatred of those who do not love Him. He said, “And ye shall be hated of all men for My name’s sake” (Matthew 10:22; Acts 9:16). Most of His followers were faithful and did not deny His name.
6) Peter got off to a right start at Pentecost when he said, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

a) At the gate of the temple he said to the lame man, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk” (Acts 3:6).

b) When the crowds gathered to see the man who had been lame now walking and leaping, Peter said to them, “And His name through faith in His name hath made this man strong” (Acts 3:16).

c) Then the religious hierarchy asked Peter, “By what name have ye done this?” (Acts 4:7) Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said, “Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by Him doth this man stand here before you whole…For there is none other name” (Acts 4:10, 12). Then they commanded Peter and John “not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus” (4:18), and let them go.

d) Those who had not denied the name of Christ joined with others of our Lord’s followers to pray. Together they praised God that He had performed signs and wonders “by the name of Thy holy child Jesus” (4:30).

e) Later they were arrested again and brought before the authorities who asked them, “Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name?” (Acts 5:28). The apostles answered their question by saying, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (5:29).

f) Then they beat the apostles and “commanded them that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name” (Acts 5:40-41). These had not denied His name.
g) Shortly after Saul of Tarsus was converted, the Lord sent His servant Ananias to assist the new convert. Ananias expressed his reluctance to go, on the grounds that Saul had authority from the chief priests to imprison all persons who called on Christ’s name (Acts 9:14).

(i) The Lord urged Ananias to go, assuring him that Saul was truly saved, “A chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:” and then He added, “For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for My name’s sake” (9:15-16).

(ii) From that moment on, the great apostle was known as one who “spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus” (9:27, 29).

h) When Agabus besought Paul not to go to Jerusalem so that his life might be spared, God’s servant replied, “I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus” (21:13). Paul never denied Christ’s name.
7) Holding to the name of Christ will result in unswerving loyalty to Him and to His cause.

a) Wherever there has been a tendency to treat lightly His holy name, there has been an absence of His power and blessing.

b) REMEMBER, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain” (Exodus 20:7).

c) The cost of acknowledging the name of Christ was high in the days of the apostles, and the day is upon us again when we will pay a price for declaring His name, but, blessed be God, we hallow “a name which is above every name” (Philippians 2:9).
E. The Accounting – 3:9

1. In Philadelphia there were those who were in opposition to the truth.
a. Jesus again refers to what apparently is another “synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews and are not, but do lie” (SEE 2:9).

1) Evidently, this church was facing fierce opposition from a local synagogue. Jesus likened it to Satan
2) Christ had denounced all of first century Judaism, from the leaders to the nation to the city to the temple (Mt. 23:33, 36, 37, and 38).

3) He replaced the OT Judaism, which had become apostate with the NT assembly. 
b. Only two of the seven churches were living and serving in such a way as to receive no explicit rebuke or complaint from the Lord and both, Smyrna and Philadelphia, experienced opposition from Judaizers.

1) These people advocated being spiritual Israel, appropriating to themselves Jewish promises and Jewish hopes and would put Christians under the bondage of legalism, thus opposing God’s truth of grace and really doing the work of Satan.

2) They were Jews who brazenly claimed to be Christians, but their actual character is revealed in no uncertain terms.

a) Our Lord said they are “of the synagogue of Satan,” emphatically denying their status as Jews (cf. Rom. 2:28-29).

b) Saved Jews are Christians (Eph. 2:14-16); these Jews were Satan’s!
c) During the Lord’s earthly ministry He warned the scribes and Pharisees about rejecting the light that they had, because apostasy increases the incidence of demonism.
(i) Apostate Judaism today is a movement of spiritual darkness and occultism (i.e., Kabbalah
).

(ii) The Saviour gave the caveat, saying, “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation” (Mt. 12:43-45). 
3)  This makes four of the seven churches in which Satan is found (2:9, 13, 24; 3:9).
2. Christ expanded on His promise to the Philadelphians, with three futurist verbs. He promised he would make these Jews to “come…worship,” and “know” His love for them.
a. Presumably, the Jews would come from their synagogue to the Philadelphia church and worship the Lord Jesus Christ in the “presence” (literally “in the presence of or before your feet”) of these Christians.

b. Obviously, the Lord would not require the Jews to worship Christians, but the Christian’s Christ—Jesus of Nazareth (cf. 19:10)! 
1) The Lord may have harkened back to the truth of the prophecy of Isaiah, saying, “The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel” (Isa. 60:14).

2) The prophet’s prediction would be reversed here, but ultimately Paul’s declaration to the Philippians shall be reality: “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-10). This is not a promise of salvation, but one of condemnation.
c. In this dispensation, Christ died for and loves His assemblies,
 as He declared, saying, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28), and “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it” (Eph. 5:25).

1) If any these Jews, by receiving the truth of Scripture were converted they would be delivered “from the power of darkness” and “translated…into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13).

2) They would experientially know that the Lord Jesus “loved” the Philadelphian church.

3) Since the Cross, Jews and Gentiles are to worship, as “one new man” (i.e., “Christian”), in the “same body” (Eph. 3:6), or immersionist assembly, as Paul revealed (cf. Eph. 2:13-16).
3. We learn from this that those who are true to Christ and His Word need not attempt to vindicate themselves nor seek vengeance against Satan’s emissaries who are in their midst.
a. Such false apostles and deceitful workers will present themselves as ministers of righteousness, but their “end shall be according to their works” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15).

1) These are the tares of whom our Lord spoke in His parable (Mt. 13:24-30; 36-43).

2) Paul declared, “The mystery of iniquity doth already work” (2 Thessalonians 2:7).

3) John added, “Ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists” (1 John 2:18).

4) Jude said, “For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 4).

5) These are spurious Christians who come among us with another gospel (Galatians 1:6-9).

a) They are not wicked and immoral men who peddle lawlessness.

b) To the contrary, these are lost professing Christians that advocate a form of righteousness, but “they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God” (Romans 10:3).

b. But God will vindicate both Himself and His children. The day of God’s vengeance is not yet (Isaiah 61:2 cf. Luke 4:18-20).

1) “Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Rom. 12:19 cf. Deut. 32:35)

2) “When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

a) The Philadelphian believers can afford to await the vindication of God’s time (2 Timothy 4:14).

b) Some of us may not live long enough to see the enemy sit at our feet, but God will see to it in His time.

c) When our Lord comes again, His ancient people will know how He “loved the church, and gave Himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25).
4. With another promise, the Saviour revealed that He would keep the church at Philadelphia from the Tribulation – Rev. 3:10.

a. This is one of the strongest proofs that believers will not go through the tribulation and supports the doctrine of the pre-tribulation rapture.

b. Punning on the faithfulness of the pastor/church members who had “kept” the Lord’s “word of my patience” (Cf. Rev. 1:9 and 2:19). Christ promised to “keep” the pastor/church “from the hour of temptation.”
1) He already recognized that the church had kept His word (vs. 8), in fulfillment of her responsibility given in the Great Commission “to observe” or “to preserve”
 all things He had commanded (Mt. 28:19-20).

2) The reason that He would keep them is summed up in the conjunction “because” they had kept the Scriptures.

3) The institution that was given sole responsibility to keep or preserve Christ’s words (Mt. 28:19-20), will in fact be obedient to her Head in this dispensation, and will receive the Blessed Hope
 of the “glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:13). 
4) This institution, of course, is the immersionist (Baptist) assembly as characterized by the Philadelphia church. Since the NT addresses only church members explicitly or implicitly, non-church members, who are disobedient, create their own theological and practical problems. 
c. This promise of preservation, then, is either from the Tribulation by “protection” or by “exclusion.”
1) The preposition evk can imply “protection” (“from”) as in Jn. 17:15, which states, “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.” However, evk tou in the context of Revelation 3:10 does not mean “protection” since multitudes of believers will be slain during the Tribulation (Rev. 7:9-14), but rather refers to “exclusion.”
2) Furthermore, the greater context of Scripture prohibits the interpretation that church age saints will go through the Tribulation. For instance, Daniel’s prophecy of the seventy weeks had no relevance to the church age saints (Dan. 9:24-27), and Paul confirmed this interpretation by teaching that the “catching away” (i.e., Rapture – 1 Thess. 4:16-5:2) of NT saints will occur BEFORE “the Day of the Lord” (Cf. Isa. 13:8-11; Zech. 14:1-4).

3) Therefore, the preposition evk refers to preservation by exclusion, meaning that the church age saints will be “caught away” in the Rapture before the Tribulation.
d. Clearly, the key word in John 17:15 is “from.” The Greek word evk means “out of”. We are to be kept “out of” the “hour of temptation” (Lit. testing) that is going to come upon the entire world.

1) Unlike the tribulation, which was caused by the devil in the Smyrna church (2:10), the great tribulation is sent by the Lord and is to be suffered by all men who dwell upon the earth.

a) This 7 year period is described in Rev. 6-18 and is neither to allow Satan to test believers nor for Christ to judge the believer (rewarding believers occurs at His judgement seat in heaven).

b) Multitudes of men and women will become believers during this time Rev. 7:9-14, however, great numbers will be martyred as a result Rev. 13:15.
c) This promise to the Philadelphia church to be kept from this ‘hour of trials’ is the same to all true believers of all ages (Matt. 24:3-28 (Trib.); John 14:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:51-58; 1 Thess. 4:14-18).

2) Note, there has never been such a time in world history, so the hour must still be in the future and doubtless refers to the “Great Tribulation” (Matt. 24:21; Rev. 2:22; 7:14) that is to come upon the whole world, just before the return of the Lord to set up His Millennial Kingdom.

a) The tribulation time is an outpouring of God’s wrath and we can praise God the believer just as Noah was taken out before the flood will be taken out before the Great Tribulation (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; Rev. 6:17).

b) Note: the word “keep” (Rev. 3:10). It means guard. Jesus is guarding us from the coming tribulation.

c) The removal of the residence aspect of the indwelling Holy Spirit’s work in believers requires the removal of believers too (2 Thess. 2).

d) The very outline of Revelation is another proof, for after Chapter 3 there is no mention of any church until 22:16. Chapters 2-3 describe the church age. Chapter 4 ushers in the tribulation period. The prayer of 22:20 would be impossible to pray if we had to wait for the tribulation to come before we would be raptured.

e. The writers of Scripture described this “hour of temptation” as “the hour of his judgment” (Rev. 14:7), “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7), Daniel described it, “a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation” (Dan. 12:1), or as Joel described it as “the great and the terrible day of the LORD” (Joel 2:31).

1) This hour of Messianic woes will come upon the entire world, Christ revealed.

2) Again, with Hebrew parallelism, He emphasized the salient points of the preservation by exclusive promise:
a) “…Hour of temptation (peirasmou/) …all the world (th/j oivkoume,nhj o[lhj)” 

b) “…To try (peira,sai) them that dwell (tou.j katoikou/ntaj) upon the earth (th/j gh/j)”
3) This judgment will be worldwide, falling upon the inhabitants or dwellers of the earth. With the emphasis on the oi=koj (house, dwelling, home ) root (2x), it is difficult to ignore that “ecumenical”
 comes from oivkoume,nhj for “house dweller.”
a) After the Rapture, earth inhabitants will unite religiously around either Christ or Antichrist. Those uniting around Antichrist will be the religious apostate ecumenical movement (cf. Rev. 6:10; 8:13; 11:10[2x]; 13:8, 12, 14[2x]; 14:6; 17:2, 8) which theological foundation is already in place.

b) Isaiah predicted this world-wide judgment precisely, saying, “Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it…And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible…Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger” 
(Isaiah 13:9, 11, 13).

F. The Appeal – 3:11

This is the third time in as many chapters we find it clearly stated that Christ is coming again (1:7; 2:25; 3:11). Frequently in Scripture His Second Coming is associated with the rewards He will give to His faithful servants. “And, behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be” (Rev. 22:12 cf. Matt. 16:27; 1 Cor. 3:13-14). Indeed He is “a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).

1. “Behold I come quickly…” Though the Lord may return at any moment the idea is that His coming will be sudden and to some unexpected. To some His coming will be the fulfilling of His promises to others a threat of coming judgement and punishment. Compare the Unrepentant of Thyatira 2:22; the Un-watching 3:13 cf. 16:15; the Unyielding 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20
a. Of the nine times the Saviour employed “behold” in the first three chapters of the Apocalypse He used it four times for the assembly members at Philadelphia (vs. 8, 9[2x], 11).
b. Following each of these aorist imperatives of exclamation are Christ’s promises to do something. In this case, He declared “I come quickly.” Here, His promise to come was not to take away their ‘candlestick’ status as the threat at Ephesus (2:5), but to increase it.

1) Satan would use those of his synagogue to steal our rewards from us. Thus we have Christ’s appeal, “…hold that fast which thou hast.” And why? “That no man take thy crown.”
2) The crown is NOT our salvation.

a) As neither man nor demon nor angel, in time present nor in time to come, can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39). (See also John 10:28-30.)

b) We are saved by faith and not by works, but we are saved to work, and for our works we shall be rewarded (Ephesians 2:8-10).
c. In every assembly there are various forms of evil to steal our crowns.

1) A cold heart overcame the saints in Ephesus.

2) In Smyrna the believers were tempted by discouragement through tribulation and poverty.

3) In Pergamos there were the opposing doctrines of Balaam and the Nicolaitanes.

4) In Thyatira the false prophetess Jezebel held undisputed sway.

5) Sardis had a name to live by and was dead.

6) In Philadelphia there were tares among the wheat.
d. We may lose our crowns through discouragement, worldliness, social life, success, friends, and even our families.

1) In our Lord’s parable of the ‘Sower and the Seed,’ some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns choked the good seed (Matthew 13:7).

2) The thorns He calls “the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches” (Matthew 13:22).

a) These thorns choke the Word so that the believer becomes unfruitful and so goes the church.

b) Oh, Christian, guard well the sacred deposit Christ has entrusted to you. Be certain that no one takes your crown thereby preserving the church’s crown.
2. The Lord followed with another imperative, saying, “hold…fast.” 
a. This present imperative denotes the sense of “continue to hold fast,” as the Lord Jesus implored the pastor/assembly about the things which “thou hast.”
b. What did they have? Contextually, the Philadelphia church had “a little strength” as she kept the Lord’s word and denied not His name and looked forward to the promise of His coming again.
1) If we give up these things, we may expect to lose our reward. “Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Galatians 6:9).

2) If the battle grows wearisome and the burdens weightier, take courage for before too long, faith will give way to sight, and we shall see Him.

3) Therefore hold fast! “Let no man beguile you of your reward” (Colossians 2:18). “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward” (2 John 8).

c. This faithfulness to His word and person (vs. 8, 10) would allow the church membership to retain their crown, and not allow anyone to “take thou crown”, the Lord strongly asserted. The singular pronoun “crown”, strongly suggests that the angel/pastor has a responsibility to help the church members keep their respective crowns!

1) Whereas the potential martyrs at Smyrna had “the crown of life” to obtain (2:10), these believers had the exhortation that “no man” rob them of respective crowns through false theological or practical Bibliology.

a) False teachers (both men and women [e.g., Rev. 2:20-23]) are the threat to believers, as they attempt to infuse heresy from demons in the Lord’s churches (cf. 1 Tim. 4:1).

b) Did not John admonish his audience about theological deceivers, saying, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 Jn. 4:1)?

c) Spiritual possessions may be gained and lost; the believer must wear his or her armament to be victorious in the supernatural battle. 
2) The threat of forfeiting crowns or rewards looms over believers who embrace heresy, as John said elsewhere, stating, “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward” (2 Jn. 1:8).

3) The Lord Jesus Christ will bring His rewards when He comes, as the Saviour revealed, saying, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be” (Rev. 22:12).

3. In vs. 12, our Lord promised the overcomer two great eschatological
 truths that should enhance the doctrine and application of eternal security.

a. Scripturally, the pillar has had great significance in the structure of temples.

1) For instance, Solomon employed Hiram to construct two brass pillars eighteen cubits high for the prominent place at the entrance of the Temple.

2) Scripture states, saying, “And he set up the pillars
 in the porch of the temple: and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz” (1 Kings 7:15-21; 2 Chron. 3:17).

a) In fact, these pillars were named (meaning) “he will establish” and “in Him is strength,” respectively.

(i) “Jachin” – He will establish

(ii) “Boaz” – in Him is strength 

b) The Temple symbolizes God

c) A pillar is figuratively used as strength and durability in Scripture

(i) Stability of heaven – Job 26:11
(ii) Stability of earth – 1 Sam. 2:8; Ps. 75:3
(iii) Stability of Christ – Rev. 10:1
(iv) Through the churches God provides stability to His Word and its doctrine – 1 Tim. 3:15
(v) Stability through God’s servants (ministers)
(a) Jer. 1:18 – God’s promise to Jeremiah and to us is that nothing will defeat us completely; he will help us through the most agonizing problems. Face each day with the assurance that God will be with you and see you through.

(b)  Gal. 2:9 – In Acts 15:13 Cephas or Peter was the most aged of the apostles, BUT James was the pastor of the Jerusalem church. John was the beloved disciple, and his influence in that church must of necessity have been great. Paul felt that if he had the support and approval of these men, it would be an important proof to the churches of Galatia that he had a right to regard himself as an apostle. Their acceptance was expressed in the most full and decisive manner.
d) A Pillar is also used as a monument i.e. Memorial
(i) Remember covenant and boundary – Gen. 31:51-52
(ii) Perpetuate names – 2 Sam. 18:18: Absalom’s Pillar sits on a 24-ft. square base, and is dome-topped, which reaches 47-ft. high.

(a) There used to stand at the north-end of O’Connell St., Dublin, Ireland Nelson’s Pillar before it was blown up by the IRA.

(b) Presently there stands a statue of Irish born Arthur Wellesley, the First Duke of Wellington, Vanquisher of Napoleon on top of a 75 ft. pillar in Trim, Co. Meath
(iii) The promise in Rev. 3:12 that believers will be honoured in the New Jerusalem referred to a custom of honouring a magistrate by placing a pillar, in his name, in one of the temples in Philadelphia.

b. As noted, Scripture refers to prominent saints in the Jerusalem assembly metaphorically as pillars, saying, “And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision” (Gal. 2:9).
1) That Christ promised that He would make the overcoming saint a “pillar” indicates the prominent and intimate position the believer will have, as the Son asserted, “…in the temple of my God.”
2) The Greek here for “temple” refers to the holy place or holiest of holies in the Jerusalem Temple (cf. Mk. 15:38; see also 1 Cor. 3:17 for reference to the assembly at Corinth), whereas the Greek word for temple in Matthew 4:5 refers to the entire aggregate of the Temple buildings (on the Temple Mount).
3) Since John recorded later his vision about the New Jerusalem temple status, saying, “And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it” (Rev. 21:22), a possible contradiction arises. However, since all the believer ever needs or has is the Lord God Himself, and being part of the spiritual Temple is being eternally connected to the One “which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8). The presence of the Persons of the Godhead, including the Lamb, is the sole focus of heavenly worship, the Scripture declares.
c. A spiritual temple is now being erected. Rev. 3:12 – “Him that overcomes will I make a pillar in the temple of my God…”
1) Each believer is a living stone set into the temple – Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Pet. 2:4-5.

2) In the past: God dwelt in the tabernacle (Ex. 40:34); Solomon’s temple (2 Chr. 7:1); the temple of Christ’s body (John 1:14); today God dwells in the temple of the individual believer (1 Cor. 6:19) and corporately in the church, and as a result, the Holy Spirit dwells in the church (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 2 Cor. 6:16).

3) After the millennium, after sinners are judged and the world destroyed this spiritual body shall descend from heaven and is called the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:1,2,9,10,22) cp. 3:12 the temple of my God. 
4) Each believer is an integral part of the temple of God. Overcomers will be made pillars in this temple. One must remember “overcoming” is a present continuous process and he who faithfully fights the daily battle will be made a pillar, which is a symbol of being immovable and steadfast.
d. The continuation of promise “I will make you a pillar” expressed as “and he shall go no more out” may be a counter to the experience of worshippers who now must leave the place of worship and go back out into the world to face the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil (vide 1 Jn. 2:14-17).

1) One might say that believers will have “church” in heaven all the time! The believer’s time of labour, trial, fighting Satan, temptation shall be completely ended. Holidays may end, vacation end, weekends end, honeymoons end, but there will be no end to our living in heaven. It means no more good-byes!

2) David understood this eternal praise, saying, “Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever.” (Ps. 145:2), as did Peter, who wrote, “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Pet. 4:11).
e. The “pillar” motif may be a localized a play on words (a pun) on the conditions in Philadelphia. With the history of earthquakes and existence of pagan temples in Asian cities such as Philadelphia, the Lord may have given an oblique reference to the physical stability of pillars as well as their prominence in heathen worship. 
f. To further the pun, Christ declared with His second promise to the “pillar saint” that He would write “upon him the name of my God.”
1) The Son’s emphasis on “my God” (4x) bespeaks of His assurance to the disciples when He stated, saying, “Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?” (Jn. 14:9).

2) The Lord Jesus Christ recognized that believers need to realize that a spiritual relationship with the Son insures the eternal relationship with His God—the Father, as the Saviour averred, saying, “Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also” (1 Jn. 2:23).

3) That the name of the “Father” will be put upon the overcoming saint (cf. Rev. 14:1; 22:4) who will be a “pillar” in the eternal Temple no doubt enhanced great eternal security through divine identification and ownership for the Philadelphian church member.
g. Further, the Son promised two other names to be placed on “the overcomer” to complete the triad of names.

1) Along with the placement of the name of the Lord Jesus’ God was the promise of “the name of the city…which is new Jerusalem”,
 and “my new name”,
 the Saviour declared.

2) Scripture already revealed the divine name of the Millennial city, stating, “It was round about eighteen thousand measures: and the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD is there” (Ezek. 48:35).

a) The name “the LORD is there” will be stamped upon every believer indicating “Jehovah shammah” (in Heb.)—the eternal presence of God.
 Applications of God’s name:
(i) Upon the JUST – Isa. 43:1, 3, 7
(ii) Messiah – Jer. 23:5-6: “the Lord our righteousness” – Jehovah Tsid Kenu
(iii) Jerusalem – Ezek. 48:35: “the LORD is there” – Jehovah shammah
b) Along with the name of the “Father” and “Jehovah shammah,” the Son promised the placement of “my new name.” This may refer to Christ’s new name “which no man knew, but he himself” (Rev. 19:12), or to the believer’s new secret name – “a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it” (Rev. 2:17).

4. Chapter 3 Verse 12-13
Again, the Lord exhorted all of the church members at Philadelphia, along with the angel/pastor, to hear the inscripturated revelation and make proper implementation. All of the Lord’s NT assemblies, even the ones which do not need current correction, must be vigilant in continuing to hear what the Spirit says through His Words (cf. Rev. 2:7 et al).
� Adjacent to Troas was the site of the more famous ancient Greek city of Troy and the Trojan horse. Troas was the name then for what Homer had referred to as Troy


� This Macedonia was a region of northern Greece not to be confused with another region further north in the Balkan Peninsula adjacent to modern Croatia and Bosnia also know as Macedonia.


� The root of this aorist verb occurs 75x in the TR and is translated variously as “keep” (57x), “reserve” (8x), “observe” (4x), “watch” (2x), “preserve” (2x), “keeper” (1x), and “hold fast” (1x). 


� Kabbalah (also Kabbala, Cabbala, Cabala, or Qabalah) is the ancient Jewish tradition of mystical interpretation of the Bible. A mysterious kind of science among Jewish Rabbins, pretended to have been delivered to the ancient Jews by revelation, and transmitted by oral tradition; serving for the interpretation of difficult passages of Scripture. This so-called science consists chiefly in understanding the combination of certain letters, words and numbers, which are alleged to be significant. Every letter, word, number and accent of the law is supposed to contain a mystery, and the cabalists pretend even to foretell future events by the study of this science.


� Of course Christ died for the world of sinners, demonstrating His love for all mankind (cf. Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 Jn. 2:2).


� The idea of “observe” (Mt. 28:20) as meaning, “to preserve” is clearly seen in 1 Thess. 5:23; Jude 1:1. Keeping is more than obeying, as many Scriptures reveal (cf. Dt. 4:6; 5:1; 7:11-12; 11:22; 13:18; 17:19; 19:9; 26:16; 29:9). John stated elsewhere, saying, “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight” (1 Jn. 3:22). All three of these English words are the same Greek word.


� The “blessed hope” of which Paul spoke is certainly not anticipating seven years of Tribulation (Titus 2:13), since the church age saints have been not been appointed “to wrath” (1 Thess. 5:9), namely “the wrath of the Lamb” (Rev. 6:16), from which promise cometh mutual “comfort” (1 Thess. 4:18). 


� Word Origin and history: adj. via late 16c., “representing the entire (Christian) world,” formed in English as an ecclesiastical word, from Late Latin oecumenicus “general, universal,” from Greek oikoumenikos, from he oikoumene ge “the inhabited world (as known to the ancient Greeks); the Greeks and their neighbours considered as developed human society,” from oikoumenos, present passive participle of oikein “inhabit,” from oikos “house, habitation.” � HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com/browse/ecumenical" ��http://www.dictionary.com/browse/ecumenical�


� Eschatology: the branch of theology that is concerned with the end of the world or of humankind.


� The Hebrew noun for “pillar” comes from the Hebrew verb root “to stand.”


� Ryrie Study Bible, King James Version, Moody Press: 1978, pg. 1791


� Outside of the writings John, only in Matt. 27:46 does Jesus refer to the Father as “My God.”


� The “new name” emphasis may continue the subtle pun concerning the city of Philadelphia, which received several new names relating to the deified emperors: such city names as Neocaesarea and Flavia. 


� The modifying clause “which cometh down out of heaven” occurs similarly in Rev. 21:2, 10, suggesting that perhaps the new Jerusalem will hover over the earth during the Millennium as it is never said to come to rest on the earth (cf. also Rev. 21:23-24). 


� The Greek noun suggests “newness” in quality rather than something new that pre-existed.


� The future “branding” of the faithful upon this entrance into glory was sign of ownership


� The doctrine of “Immanuel” (“God with us”) or the presence of the Lord is very important to the believer (cf. Isa. 7:14; Mt. 28:20). 


� The Lord’s promises through Isaiah to the believer, saying, “And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.” (Isa. 62:2) and “And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the Lord GOD shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name” (65:15). 





