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TEXT:
Malachi 3:1-2; 4:5-6

AIM:
To show that the Lord is coming; Elijah will precede him, we must be ready.
INTRODUCTION:
A. Back in 2 Kings 2
Elijah, as the O.T.’s greatest prophet was translated into God’s presence in a whirlwind of fiery horses and chariots without seeing death. He was one of only two men to pass into eternity without dying—Enoch (Gen. 5:24) being the other.
But the Bible has not let this fiery prophet be put to rest. He went to heaven and is there now. Nevertheless, after his departure to heaven, the memory and impact of Elijah’s ministry lingered in the hearts and minds of Israel for many years.

According to F.B. Meyers, a Bible preacher at the turn of the 20th century, it would be impossible to exaggerate the prominence given to Elijah in the Jewish mind.

For instance: At the circumcision of a child, a seat of honour was placed for Elijah in case the child being circumcised was the Messiah. At the annual celebration of the Passover in each home a place setting was made for him. It was universally believed by the Jews that Elijah was to come again to announce the coming of the Messiah. 

B. Scriptures

The Scriptures prohibit us from putting away Elijah, because here in Malachi in the last chapter and in the last verses of the O.T. God has promised to send Elijah back from heaven,  “before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” 
In the N.T. there are a number of verses telling that the Jews were expecting His return – Matt. 16:13 Jesus asked, “Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am? And they said, some say that thou art John the Baptist, Elias (Elijah) and others Jeremias or one of the prophets.” Other verses also indicate to us that it was ever fresh in their mind that they were anticipating the return of Elijah in completion to the promise given to us here in Mal. 4:5-6.
We have to take this at face value. The Lord said He would return. Theologians and commentators debate as to whether this is a literal coming of Elijah or whether it is someone or people who are coming like Elijah. That argument won’t be settled in this message, because it hasn’t been settled as to date, but I am inclined to believe that Elijah himself is going to return to literally fulfil this promise. 
C. We have FOUR THOUGHTS in four sets of Scripture

In these four thoughts, we are going to look at a number of Scriptures and use a broad brush to look at the return of Elijah. Four thoughts in four sets of Scriptures
1. In the IMMUTABLE PROMISE – God promised Elijah would return in the text of Malachi 4
2. In an ILLUSTRATED PICTURE – The promise of Elijah’s return is shown to us by John the Baptist.
3. In the ILLUMINATED PRESENCE – Elijah is seen in the transformation of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Mountain
4. In the IMMINENT RETURN OF ELIJAH – Presented in the form of the two witnesses of Revelation 11
II. THE IMMUTABLE PROMISE – Mal. 4:5-6
A. The Coming of Elijah is Promised – vs.5
1. Lord God promised it.
2. The time of Elijah’s return was “before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord” 
3. “Day of the Lord” – is the Day of Burning to the lost and a Day of Blessing to the saved!
4. “Day of the Lord” day is preceded by the “catching up of believers” into heaven, before the judgement of nations and ending in the destruction of this present world, as we know it today. SEE >> 2 Thess. 1:6-10; 2 Peter 3:10-13
B. Commission of the Returned Elijah – Mal. 4:6
1. Prepare the people for the coming King – when Jesus Christ comes in glory, He’ll come as King!
2. It would be Elijah’s job to prepare the hearts of the people to receive Him.
3. NOTE: This was the ministry predicted of an unnamed “messenger” – Mal. 3:1-2 cp. Isa. 40:3-5
a. The Lord Jesus Christ is the “messenger of the covenant”
b. The “messenger” preparing the way in the Gospels is revealed in John the Baptist – Lk. 3:2-6; Mk. 1:1-3
III. THE ILLUSTRATED PICTURE OF THE PROMISE – LK. 1:13-17
A. The COMMISSION of John the Baptist
1. He was CALLED and filled with the Holy Spirit from the womb.
2. His COMMISSIONING was similar to Elijah vs. 17
a. This verse doesn’t say he was Elijah.
b. He came in “the spirit and power of Elias”
1) He preached with power

2) He preached message of repentance

3) He preached to prepare hearts

c. He came in the same way as Elijah
1) Both were called from the wilderness to start their ministry.
2) His physical appearance was similar – Elijah was a hairy man and rough in appearance; John wore raiment of camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey.
B. The CONCLUSION of the Disciples – Matt. 17:10-13

1. Elijah was come before the Messiah vs. 11
2. Jesus said in vs. 12 that he had already come.

C. The CONFESSION of John the Baptist – Jn. 1:19-23
1. He denies that he is the Christ, or Elijah or that prophet

2. His preaching was like Elijah’s – message of repentance
3. His ministry was like Elijah’s – vs.23. He was to prepare the people for the Lord’s coming 
D. The CONFUSION of the Pharisees – Jn. 1:24-25

1. John says – “I am not Elijah”
2. Previously, we saw in Matt. 17:13 that the disciples concluded – John was Elijah
E. The CLARIFICATION by Jesus – Matt. 11:7-14
1. NOTE vs. 10 is a quote of Mal. 3:1
2. In vs. 14 Jesus is saying to the Jews that if they had received Him as their Messiah, then they would have understood that John fulfilled the O.T. promise of the coming of Elijah before the day of the Lord.
3. If they would have received John and his message: recognized and acknowledged him as the forerunner of the King and if they would have received Jesus Christ as that King then John the Baptist would have been Elijah.
4. Since they rejected Him and Jesus Christ at His 1st Coming – John therefore is not the fulfilment of the promise – Elijah is still yet to come!
IV. ELIJAH’S ILLUMINATED PRESENCE – Lk. 9:27-32
A. Vs. 27 – God’s Promise

B. Vs. 28-29 – Glistening Prayer
C. Vs. 30, 32 – Ghosts of the Prophets
D. Vs. 31, 32 – Glory Promise was Fulfilled
1. Vs. 32 – Peter and those with him “saw His [i.e. Jesus’] glory,” as they would see Him in the Kingdom of God!
2. Not only was our Lord transformed but Moses and Elijah Appeared in Glory!
3. All three conversed of the Christ’s crucifixion on the cross – vs. 31 

a. Great men love great thoughts
1) They were not speaking about the glories of heaven to impress men; nor of the deeds of their past; nor of the distant future, but of Christ’s immediate demise.
2) Little men talk about people; Mediocre men talk about things; BUT Great men talk about great ideas
b. No greater subject could be discussed than the wonders of the Cross and glories of Christ’s resurrection.
c. The reason their interest focused on Christ’s decease is because their salvation depended on this issue.
1) If ever men had a chance to be accepted by their own merits – surely these two were such men.
2) BUT for sure they would have disclaimed such distinction
a) Moses would have remembered his anger at Massah and Meribah, so named because of the chiding of the people for the lack of water. Massah means trial or testing and Meribah provocation.
b) Elijah would have recalled his faithlessness, fearfulness, and fretfulness before Jezebel.
c) Both men from the light of glory would have seen many other sins, which might have seemed possibly good in the twilight of earth.
3) Both men would have admitted they couldn’t merit heaven and that their only hope of salvation lay in God the Father’s acceptance of Jesus Christ’s atonement and resurrection overcoming death!
E. Ghastly Problems with their appearance on the Mount!
1. Elijah did not see death, his body did not go to the grave, nor did his spirit go to paradise in Sheol where everybody else went at the time of their death.
2. Elijah went straight to heaven to be with the Lord; Moses died in the Nebo Mts. On top of Mt. Pisgah, “according to the word of the Lord. And He [God] buried him in a valley…” (Deut. 34:5-6)
3. Moses body was fought over by Michael the Archangel and the Devil (Jude 9), while his spirit should have gone to the place of the righteous dead called paradise in Sheol.
4. Here on the mount both men come together.

F. Good Intentions of Peter – vs. 33
G. God’s Proclamations – vs. 34-35
1. We are PRONE to allow men to come between our Lord Jesus and us.
a. Be thankful for godly men who give us instruction and teaching
b. But listen to Jesus
2. We are PRONE to put men on the same level as the Lord Jesus – DON’T EVER DO THAT!
a. The best men at best are only men.
b. Our allegiance, our obedience is to be to God Almighty.
V. THE IMMINENT PROSPECT OF ELIJAH’S COMING – REV. 11

Jesus said in Matthew 17:11 – “And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias [Elijah] truly shall come first and restore all things.”
This verse is the ultimate Future Fulfilment of Malachi’s prophecy in Mal. 4:5-6
A. The TIME of Rev. 11:1-3 is the 1st half of the 3 ½ yrs. of Tribulation
B. The TRAITS – vs.4-6

1. PURPOSE of Ministry

a. Symbolism  – Mal. 4:4 cf. Zech. 4:3, 14 
1) In Mal. 4:14 the “two anointed ones” are lit. “the sons of oil” symbolised by the TREES – men; the OLIVES are harvested from the trees and OIL is produced from the olives.
2) The OIL symbolises the Holy Spirit. These men as Witnesses are to minister in that power of the Holy Spirit
3) We are not told of the origin of these two witnesses.

a) Some spiritually identify these men with Moses and Elijah because of their similarities in activity

b) Still others as Elijah and Enoch since neither ever experienced death

c) For sure these two witnesses represent two last-day prophets who perform their ministries in the spirit and power of Elijah and Moses.
b. Prophecy – i.e. they are to preach – Rev. 11:3-10
1) NOTE VS. 10 – The preaching of these two prophets “Tormented them…” them that heard them.

2) Ya know, any godly preacher – any man with back bone who is strong in the Lord – one who is faithful to preach the Word, will sooner or later torment people.
c. Messages – verified with the power of miracles
1) Vs. 3 – Their ministry lasted 3 ½ -yrs. – the same time as in Elijah’s ministry

2) Vs. 5 – Fire devours enemies – like Elijah’s encounter with Ahaziah’s three captains 50 of which 102 of those men were turned to cinder.
3) Vs. 6 – They had “power to shut heaven” so there was no rain for the days of their prophecy as in Elijah’s day.
4) In Num. 16:28-29 Moses said about the rebellion of Korah, Dothan and Abiram

a) “Hereby ye shall know that the Lord hath sent me…if these men die the common death of all men…then the LORD hath not sent me” and then “the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up,” – all their possession and their families “with all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men have provoked the LORD.”
b) Then in vs. 34-35 “all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry of them: for they said, ‘Lest the earth swallow us up also’.” BUT “there came out a fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered incense” who also took part in the rebellion. 
5) In Rev. 11:6 – Water turned to blood and plagues – like Moses
6) Both of Moses and Elijah men previously appeared together on the Mount of Transfiguration with the Lord Jesus Christ.
2. PRESERVATION in their ministry – vs. 5
a. Vs. 5 –They couldn’t be hurt until their ministry was “finished”
(vs. 2 – 42 mos. / vs. 3 1260 days or approx. 3 ½ yrs.).

b. They kept on preaching, naming sin and performing miracles – God was working through them – this assumes an untold multitude of people will be saved – possibly the 144,000 witnesses.

3. PERSECUTION in their ministry – vs. 7
a. If you are God’s man or woman doing God’s work, Satan can’t touch you until God is finished with you.
b. One of the sure ways to know if you are effective in your ministry is if people oppose you, people are getting convicted and possibly being saved and if the Devil is getting mad.
C. Termination of Their Ministry – vs. 7-10

1. Realise that you are immortal until God is finished with you.
2. People rejoiced at their decease as they felt “tormented” by them.
a. 100-yrs. ago it would have been unbelievable to see what was happening on the streets around the world.
b. TV has changed that – now it is possible to see the fleas munching on a dog’s back on a street half way across the world.
c. What a puzzle these verses would have been to believers 100 years ago.
d. These men will lie dead for 3 ½ days on Main Street in Jerusalem – providing proof to the world.
e. A lot of folks would rejoice if every fundamental Baptist preacher would just die.
f. Do you not think Jezebel would have rejoiced over Elijah’s death?
D. Translation – vs. 11-12
1. Panic will follow their ministry – vs. 11
2. My hope that their translation will also be on Prime Time T.V.
3. Vs. 12 reveals these men will be called up to glory
4. “Their enemies beheld them” – WE could classify them as FOOLS!
Gal. 6:7 – “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Prov. 14:9 – “Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour.”
2Chr. 36:15-16 – “And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place: 16] But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy.”
CONCLUSION:
Do you really believe that it is going to happen like this?

Elijah is going to come back before that great and terrible day of the Lord?
The good part about this – I am not going to be here, but I will be in heaven looking down upon these scenes and you can too if you’ll put your hearts trust in the Lord today!
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