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Practicing the Truth of Easter – Life After Easter - Part 2

Practicing the Truth of Easter
Life After Easter - Part 2

TEXT:
1 Peter 1:13-16

AIM:

INTRODUCTION:
A. Over the years…

I have been sent an article that told the story of a man who was being tailgated by a very stressed-out woman on a busy thoroughfare.

Suddenly, the stoplight just in front of the man turned yellow and he had time to stop, so he stopped. He did the right thing, stopping before the crosswalk, even though he could have beaten the red light by accelerating.

Some of us are prone to accelerate at yellow lights, right? I recall the moment when I believe it was my only daughter, who is now beyond middle age, was then probably less than 5-yr.-old, sitting quietly in our vehicle, taking it all in as the light turned yellow at a busy intersection and I accelerated in time to make it through before it turned red. She looked at me, and with perfect innocence asked, “Daddy, does yellow mean speed up?”
I said, “It sure does, honey.”
No, I did not say that, but I was smitten with conviction.

Anyway, this man, who was obviously a much better father than I, stopped at the light.
Well, the woman behind him was infuriated—she hit the roof, laid on the horn, screamed in frustration, and shook her fist at the man in front of her for making her miss her chance to get through the intersection.

As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face of a very serious police officer. The officer ordered her to exit her car with her hands up.
He put her in the back of the police car and took her to the station, where she was searched, fingerprinted, photographed, and placed in a holding cell. After a couple of hours, the police officer opened the door to her cell and escorted her back to the booking desk where the arresting officer was waiting with her personal affects.

The officer was extremely apologetic, however, and said, “Ma’am I’m so sorry for my terrible mistake. You see I was behind you when you were blowing your horn and cussing a blue streak at the man in front of you. I noticed all the stuff on the back of your car—the “Choose Life” license plate holder, the “What Would Jesus Do” bumper sticker, and the fish emblem on the trunk. So naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car.”
After all, what difference does all that stuff really mean to you?
B. In our last session…

I introduced the idea that in the Bible preaching church today folks would say they are getting the truth of the gospel—it already knows about the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In other words, “We already know all that!”
So, what difference does it make or has it made?!
How can we tell we are really catching and putting into practice the truth of Christ’s life?

I invite you back to 1 Peter chapter 1, where, in our last session, we discovered that Christians who understand the truth about Easter, understand that there is life after Easter.

In other words, there is a lifestyle that should be demonstrated by people who say they know the truth of Christ’s resurrection.

In 1 Peter 1:3, Peter refers to the resurrection of Christ, and notice in 1 Peter 1:21, he again does so. For Peter, the living Lord made all the difference in life—in the present tense.

He is writing to effectively tell us that a genuine Christian is not someone who is satisfied with hearing about Easter, but is demonstrating the truth of Easter—that there is life after Easter. To Peter, the principle of the resurrection life is not so much what we are doing in here in the church service, but what we are doing out there outside of church.

In The Demonstration of Life After Easter
In our first four demonstrations of life AFTER Easter from our message last we learned week that…

· If we apply the truth of the gospel to our lives, then we should REVEAL a living hope and not pin our hopes on a dying world

THEN if we apply the truth of the resurrection to our lives, then we should…

· RECOGNIZE our eternal wealth in Christ and stop CLAMOURING after temporary stuff and REVEL in our eternal inheritance in Christ

Thirdly, if we apply the truth of the resurrection to our lives, we should be…

· RELYING i.e. trusting our future to Christ and not worrying about His ability to fulfill His promise by His power
The last point of our message last week was that if we apply the truth of the resurrection to our lives, we would not be…
· Mirroring the depressed, despairing culture around us, but evidence a REJOICING spirit and heart of gladness and joy.

Let us build on the first four demonstrations of life after Easter from our last session by uncovering several more demonstrations of a Christ-risen lifestyle.

V. Demonstration number five, we should think biblically and not get caught napping spiritually.

A. Be Ready For Action

1. Notice the beginning of vs. 13 in 1 Peter 1 – “Wherefore, gird up the loins of your mind” 
a. We could roughly translate this, “roll up the shirt-sleeves of your mind” or “buckle up and be ready for action!”
b. The Greek word for “gird up” is to be understood as “gather up, or to bind up”
This word referred to Middle Eastern men who wore long robes – which were sort of long outer tunics or shirts that went all the way to the ankles. These men would reach down between their ankles and grasp the back of that robe and pull it all up between their legs in the front and tuck it into their belt around their waist. They were ready for work; to run – in any case they were ready for action.

2. Peter tells the believer, “If you believe in the resurrection of Christ; if you believe He is in fact, alive, then get your mind ready to work; be alert.”
a. The word Peter used for “mind” was a word that referred to more than intellectual activity. It referred to the mental activity that guided and directed the conduct of life.
b. This includes: decision making, choices, saying “Yes” to this, saying “No” to that, walking here, avoiding there.
B. We are to actively be thinking biblically!
1. Paul writes to the Roman believers in chapter 12 vs. 2 to “…be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
2. In 1 Peter 3:15b, the apostle Peter will exhort the believer to, “be ready always to give an answer [Gk. = apologia from which we get apologetics, to give a defence] to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you…”
We are to be ready for action!

When the Israelites were instructed to eat the Passover meal in Egypt before leaving the land of their bondage, you may remember that they were told to eat the meal with their “loins girded, [their] shoes [sandals] on [their] feet, and [their] staff in [their] hand; and [they were to] eat it in haste:” (Exodus 12:11).

They were about to be freed from bondage. They were leaving their old way of life forever. They were to prepare for a new life; new laws; new hope; a new way of living.

If you believe in life after Easter, Peter writes,

“Get ready for a new way of thinking and living.”
The fifth demonstration of life after Easter is that we should think biblically and not get caught napping spiritually.

VI. Demonstration number six, we should act with self-control and not be driven by emotions.

Notice 1 Peter 1:13a again – “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober…”
A. Stay sober!

1. This word has a double meaning.

a. First, it refers to someone refusing intoxication; someone free from the effects of alcoholic beverages or drugs

b. Most often in the New Testament, however, the word refers to self-control, being seriously thoughtful or level-headed.

2. In 1Peter 4:7b, Peter writes, “be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.”
3. In 1 Peter 5:8, Peter adds, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” 
Literally, the devil is seeking someone to destroy and discredit.
4. Paul writes to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:5a “But watch thou in all things…” The Gk. word for “watch” in this verse is the same word for “sober” is all the previous quoted verses.
5. To the Corinthians, Paul writes, “Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame” (1 Cor. 15:34)
a. The Gk. word here translated “awake” denotes, properly, to arouse from a deep sleep or stupor; and is usually applied to those who awake, or become sober after drunkenness.

b. The phrase “to righteousness” means either “rouse to the ways of righteousness, to a holy life, to sound doctrine,” etc., or it may mean “as it is right and just that you should be.”
c. In other words, “get control of your emotions; your feelings, which may lead to sinful actions.”
B. “Stay sober” is a warning that means, “don’t determine how you live based on feelings alone.”
1. Now, do not misunderstand. Peter has already told us that we are to be a people of deep and expressive Joy. 1 Peter 1:6 – “Wherein [i.e. in this] ye greatly rejoice…” vs. 8 – “ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:”
2. Emotions are wonderful traveling companions, but they are not good drivers.

a. Make sure they are not behind the wheel, but keep them in the car!

b. Or for the really happy people, keep them in the pickup truck! Do not leave emotions behind, but make sure they are not leading the way.

So, if we are convinced of the resurrection of Jesus Christ; if we are really getting it, then:

· We should think biblically and not get caught napping spiritually.

· We should act with self-control and not be driven by our emotions.

VII. Demonstration number seven, we should remember the future is coming and not get stuck in the past or present
A. Hope

1. Notice the last part of 1 Peter 1:13 and fix your “hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;”
2. One of the three supreme virtues of the Christian life found in 1 Cor. 13:13 is hope – faith, hope, and love.
3. Hope, ladies and gentlemen, as presented in the Scriptures is not nail biting and wishing for the best.
4. Most are familiar with Eph. 2:8 stating we are saved by faith in God gracious provision of the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ for our sins, but did you know that Rom. 8:24, says “For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?”
a. Paul presents the idea that salvation is past, present, and future.

1) It is past because we were saved the moment we believed in Jesus Christ as Saviour (Rom. 3:21-26; 5:1-11; 6:1-11, 22, 23); our new life (eternal life) begins at that moment.

2) And it is present because we are being saved; this is the process of sanctification.

3) But at the same time, we have not fully received all the benefits and blessings of salvation that will be ours when Christ’s new Kingdom is completely established. That’s our future salvation.

4) While we can be confident of our salvation, we still look ahead with hope and trust toward that complete change of body and personality that lies beyond this life, when we will be like Christ (1 John 3:2).

5) HOPE is a person!

a) Titus wrote in 1:1-2 of that book that we are “hope of eternal life” was promised by a God that cannot lie. We have His Word on it.

b) We are to be “looking for that blessed hope,” with “the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;” (Tit. 2:13).
b. At its basic core, “hope” is the Christian’s attitude toward the future.

1) In fact, in its essence, hope is the same thing as faith.

2) “Faith” involves trusting God for the present; “hope” is trusting God to keep His Word for the future.
c. Notice the language of Peter. Peter is actually commanding the believer to exercise hope—”hope to the end.” It is an act of the will, which affects the emotions.

d. Peter is alluding to the fact that Jesus Christ, the resurrected One; the One who gives us our eternal inheritance and our great joy, is alive and has prepared an incredible future for us all.

B. So do not get stuck in the past and do not get mired down in the present!
The future is on its way!

1. Pastor and author, Warren Wiersbe wrote, “Hope is not a sedative; it is a shot of adrenaline.”
 I like that thought!

2. He goes on to write, “Like an anchor, our hope in Christ stabilizes us in the storms of life; but unlike an anchor, our hope moves us forward, it does not hold us back.”

3. Peter well knew his readers were to face terrible persecution at the hands of Nero; he lifts their thoughts to look forward to what lies ahead. He encourages them to remember, the future is coming! “…And hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;”
For those who believe in Life after Easter; that Easter ought to matter, not just on Sunday, but Monday; not just on the bumper of your car, but in the driver’s seat, there is an eighth demonstration.

VIII. Demonstration number eight, we should resist the pull of society and not revert back to our old ways.

A. Obedient Children

1. Notice 1 Peter 1:14 – “As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:”
a. In other words, don’t ignorantly get pulled back into a lifestyle that you now know is foolish, even though at the time, you thought you were right.

b. Literally, “Don’t fashion your life after lusts.” The GK. word for “lusts” is means: “forbidden longings; sensual impulses; evil longings; unrighteous motivations; fleshly desires for things that do not belong to you.”
The New York City blackout of 1977 
One swelteringly hot summer night, on July 13, 1977 New York City experienced an infamous power supply grid brake down and the entire city lost power for two days and its citizens each evening tolerated a total black out of it streets.

Immediately, tens of thousands of people poured from their apartments and homes to loot and burn the city. Roving bands of men, women, and even children pulled down steel shutters from storefronts, shattered plate glass windows, and hauled away everything they could carry. Some even took the time to rent a truck to haul off the loot.
Fires were started all over the city. Firemen fought over 1,000 fires and received nearly 2,000 false alarms to decoy them and the police away from the looting. Thieves even robbed from each other. One lady complained to friends that some guys had offered to help her carry some clothes and radios she had stolen and had then run off with them. She said, “That’s not right ... they shouldn’t have done that to me.”
When it was over, only a fraction of the looters were arrested. Many of them showed no regret, except at having been caught. One young woman said, “It was really sort of beautiful. Everybody was out on the streets together. It was like being at a party.”
It was an expensive party. More than 2,000 stores had been damaged and plundered, at a cost of more than one billion dollars—all because the lights went out and it was dark .

2. What are you like when the lights are out? What are you like when the lights are on, but everyone around you belongs to the darkness?
B. Children of Light

1. Paul wrote in Eph. 5:8 – “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:” Paraphrased this says, “You are no longer children of darkness, but now children of light so now live like those that are native born to the light of Jesus Christ!”
2. Peter writes, “Don’t get pulled back into your old ways.”
a. Watch out for the undertow of your world; it is relentless; it is powerful; it is destructive.

b. If anyone knew the power of this pull, Peter did.
3. Consider how far Peter fell in his denial of Christ. Peter was the one who made the incredible declaration of Jesus Christ’s deity in Matthew 16:13-16
The Lord asked His disciples, “Who do men say that I am?”
They answered, “Some say You are Elijah or John the Baptist.”
Jesus asked, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter replied, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16). —”You are the Son of God!”
Then, a few days later, by a warm fire, in front of an inquisitive servant girl, Peter with an oath denied knowing Christ. However, it was more than that.
Peter said, in Matthew 26:72, “…I do not know the man.”
Then another servant girl came in the next verse and said, “Your accent gives you away” (Matt. 26:73)

We read of Peter in Mt. 26:74, “Then he began to curse and to swear saying, ‘I do not know the man…”
The GK. word for “man” in Mt. 26:74 could be translated, “I do not know that human!”
Peter knew all about the pull of temptation; all about falling back into his old ways.

He writes with the pain of personal experience as he says to you and me, “Follow the risen Saviour. Don’t get back into fashion with the ways of the old world.”
IX. Demonstration number nine, we should pursue holiness in everything and not make excuses for sin.

A. Holiness

1. Notice 1Pet. 1:15-16 – “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation [behaviour]; 16] Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”
2. Connected this thought with vs. 14—”as obedient” children of God we are to exchange the former lusts for the family likeness of our Father!
3. While this is true that the genuine believer is never satisfied with anything less than holiness, and sin becomes a grievous thing; the word “holy” means, “separated or set apart”.

a. The holy of holies in the Old Testament was separated from everyone except the high priest who could enter once a year.

b. Our bodies have become the sanctuary of God – the High Priest Himself indwells us – and we are now separated unto Him.

c. We could render this sanctification as, “marked off’—that is, “set aside as being designated for God”.

d. We use the word for “holy communion” – a time of celebration specifically marked off; set aside for the special purpose of remembering our Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection.

e. This idea shows up in our use of the phrase “holy matrimony”.
1) It is a ceremony that marks off a man and a woman unto themselves.
2) Holy matrimony means that man is separating himself from the affections of any other woman; that woman is marking herself off from the affections of any other man.

Would a man marry a woman who said to him, “Listen, you can have 90% of me”?
Would a woman marry a man who said to her, “Listen, I love you with 85% of my heart”?

Holy matrimony means giving 100% of yourself unto your wife or husband. What husband would ever say, “Honey, I’ll be faithful to you eleven months of the year”?

Would you hire someone who said, “I promise not to steal from this company on the first day of every month”? We would not let anyone get away with that!
There are 70,917 babies born every year. If the hospitals got it right 99.9% of the time, they would give two newborn babies to the wrong parents every single day. 
One Irish hospital with 600 beds administers on the average of 14 drugs a day per patient. That’s 8400 drugs a day. If they got it right 99.9% of the time just one hospital would administer 84 incorrect prescriptions every single day. Think of the ramifications of this with all the hospitals, GPs and other medical practitioners writing scripts.

How happy are you with 99.9% of their effort?
Let us read 1 Peter 1:15 again: “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in ALL manner of conversation;”
Now circle the word “ALL” in, that verse.
This is 100%. Do not cut corners and do not make excuses.

We do not tell God,

· I love you with 85% of my heart.

· You can have 90% of my life.

· I’ll be an honest Christian 60% of the time.

· I’ll do the right thing and pursue holy living 5 times out of 10.

For those who believe in life after Easter, it is, “Lord, You can have all of me, all the time.”
CONCLUSION:
I came across and interesting interview.

In 2005, during an edition of “60 Minutes,” on the US CBS television network, Jack Welch, the outspoken former CEO of General Electric, was being interviewed. This was a man who was at the top of his game—a best-selling author and high paid business consultant. At the end of the interview, Jack Welch was asked, “What’s the toughest question you’ve ever been asked?”
He replied, “The toughest question I’ve ever been asked is, ‘Do you think you’ll go to heaven?’”
When asked how he had answered that question, Welch continued, “If it’s about caring for people; about giving it your all; about being a great friend ... I’m in no hurry to get there and to find out any time soon, but I think I’ve got a shot.?”

My friend, if you take a shot at heaven, you will miss it!
We get into heaven:

· Not because we were a good friend, but because Jesus Christ is the Friend of sinners;

· Not because WE gave it our ALL, but because He gave His all for us;

· Not because we have done enough good things, but because He paid the penalty for everything;

· Not because we took care of people, but because He took care of us;

We get into heaven:

· Because everything about our sin we repented;

· Because everything about His sacrifice, we received.

· Those who have received Christ, Peter writes, “live like it.”
· We should think biblically and not get caught napping spiritually.

· We should act with self-control and not be driven by emotions.

· We should remember the future is coming and not get stuck in the past or present.

· We should resist the pull of society and not revert back to our old ways.

· We should pursue holiness in everything and not make excuses for sin.

This is the way we are to act—not in here in church, but out there.
This is the way we are to live—not in church, but in the world.

By the grace, of God, and the surrender of our lives to Him, may we talk and walk and think and plan and interact and work and ... even in the way we drive – oh, that is painful to say – yes, even drive in a way that lets people know that Christianity is more than a fish symbol and a bumper sticker and an Easter outfit.

IT IS a God pleasing, future looking, Bible thinking, hopeful living, joyful speaking, and holiness practicing life!

This is what matters—this is life after Easter.

23 Apr. 2017, Morn. – River Valley BC – Maynooth, Co. Kildare
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� Jack Welch, interviewed (CBS, 60 Minutes), Wednesday, April 30, 2005.





