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Pinning Our Hope on Easter – Life After Easter – Part 1

Pinning Our Hope on Easter
Life After Easter – Part 1

TEXT:
1 Peter 1:3-8-9

AIM:
To point out that if we have truly experienced the meaning and purpose of Easter we will be different and live differently.
INTRODUCTION:
A faithful SS teacher challenged her class in the Bible program at her church to share the gospel with someone. They were told to find someone and tell them the truths about the Lord and His life, death, burial, and resurrection.

One of 6-yr.-old boy decided to deliver the gospel to his 4-yr.-old sister, whom he assumed probably needed it. So, one afternoon he made her sit down in a chair in the living room and said; "Now I want you to listen to me."

This 6-yr.-old boy began to relay to his sister all of the gospel truth—Christ's death, burial, and resurrection. She sat there, believe it or not, listening. The mother, who was watching and listening from the kitchen, could not believe her daughter was actually sitting and letting her brother preach to her.

Finally, the young fella finished and walked triumphantly away, having delivered the truth. His sister sat for a few moments and then, hollered after her brother, "I already knew all that," which was not very encouraging to the little evangelist!

The truth is that many believers are much more like his little sister than we would like to believe. More than likely, over the Easter holidays, you will find people in church because they believe that Jesus Christ died on a cross to pay the penalty for their sins as well as yours and mine. They also probably believe that Christ was buried and after 3 days and nights arose from the dead in His glorious resurrection.

I could deliver that message today and, even though you are far more polite than this little young lady at the age of 4, you could probably say in your heart, "I already knew all that!"

Knowing this already does not mean we should not rehearse these great truths of the gospel. I believe that knowing something is proven by doing something—by being something.
Perhaps our church is not really getting it after all. Maybe that is the reason the average person who says they are a Christian also disbelieves in absolute truth, they’re not convinced their friends and loved ones will spend an eternity in hell without Christ, that sexual relations being wrong outside of marriage, or that the Bible is inspired of God. Maybe in spite of the faithful expounding of sound doctrine they believe that the Bible merely contains the word of God and that people can get to heaven if they are sincere in their religion, even if their religion has nothing to do with Jesus Christ. Did you know that One out of four so-called American Christians believe in reincarnation or some form of spirit existence after death that does not involve going to a literal heaven or hell? If that is true over in the States how far from reality is it here? Did you know that according to the 2016 Irish census there are 470,00 people who have no religion at all (atheists).
May churchgoers today when presented with these doctrines would say, "We already know all that ... but in reality we live a lifestyle and exercise a mind-set totally devoid of gospel truth."

Many of God’s people have become like what James warned, “…ye [are NOT] doers of the word, [BUT] … hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (James 1:22).
BUT to hear and not do, is to not have really heard at all.
That is the reason the Lord often said to the hypocrites and religionists of His day, "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear."
Over the course of this Sunday and the next, I want to deliver a test. I want to test whether or not we have really grasped the truth of the gospel; whether or not we really know "all that stuff"; whether or not we have really gotten it and show evidence by the way we live.

Rather than being satisfied with an Easter celebration let us make it our goal to demonstrate the power of Christ's resurrection in our daily living!
The demonstration of life after Easter! This demonstration is throughout the epistles as the apostles called for the believer to live out his faith.

Today and next Sunday, I want to examine the words of the apostle Peter concerning the way a person would live if they really grasped the application of the gospel…
In The Demonstration of Life After Easter
Let us begin by looking at 1 Peter 1:3.
I. If we apply the truth of the gospel to our lives, then we should reveal a living hope and not pin our hopes on a dying world.

A. There is life after Easter.

1. In that life there is to be a demonstration of Christ's resurrected life in and through us beyond this season.

2. There is a lifestyle that should follow the Easter season.
The resurrection of Christ was NOT just an event—it formed a way of life.

B. BTW, did you notice in vs. 3 that it is because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ that we can be born again?

1. Without His resurrection, as Paul wrote to the Corinthians 1 Cor. 15:14, “And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.”
2. Being born again is a moment in time, much like your first birth.

3. As a result of our first birth we have a birth certificate on which is written the time we were born.

a. We were not born after we got cleaned up OR after we had our first bath OR after we ate our first meal—we were born when we were delivered from the womb!

b. We are not born again after we clean up our lives and join the church OR after we attend a Bible study and make some decisions to live better OR after we attend Sunday School and church for one year.

c. Being born again is the work of God's Spirit, at a moment in time when our spirit is brought from death to life – when our heart is quickened – when we heard and believed the gospel of Christ that He died for us and paid the penalty for our sin on the cross.
d. It is at the moment we said in our heart or with our mouth, "I believe Christ did that for me and want to receive Him and everything He's done for me understanding that everything I am belongs to Him.”

1) It is at that moment that the mystery of the new birth takes place.

2) This is the moment when we recognized our sinful heart and called out to God for saving grace.
I cannot tell how many people I have talked to who have been raised in church, but have never called out to Christ. They believe the Lord Jesus is the Messiah – the Saviour of the world, but have never asked Him to become their Saviour. They might have been raised by Christian parents, but have never personally prayed to receive Christ. These people have NEVER been born again – that “new birth” is a moment in time.

C. Nicodemus came to Christ wanting to know how to get into heaven.

1. Christ said to him the same thing He would say to you, “Ye must be born again” (Jn. 3:7).
2. Christ did not say to Nick, "Start going to the synagogue every Saturday" or "Start following Me around." He said, "Nick you must be born again by the Spirit of God through the Word of God. You have to have the new birth!"
3. How can we have the new birth?

a. Once you have heard and understood your need of salvation, Paul wrote, "…For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13).
b. I do not believe we have to pray out loud, or with someone, BUT whether alone, or on our knees, or standing—at some point—we MUST embrace the gospel and call on the Lord to save us!
I already know all that

I believe the churches will be filled with people this Sunday who could say, "I already know all that," but who have never done this for themselves.

This is like the young mother who with tears in her eyes she said, "I was raised in the church – sprinkled as an infant and confirmed as a teenager. I know that Christ died on the cross and that He is the only way to heaven. I don't doubt the record of Scripture, but I realize that I have never personally asked Christ for forgiveness of my sins and I've never asked Christ into my life."
It was right at that moment realisation of her need that she called out to the Saviour to be born again by a living hope in Christ.
The same was true for me as a 15-yr.-old teenager. Though I believed in God, that Jesus was God, that He was virgin born, etc. it was when understood I that it was for of MY sins Christ was nailed to the cross and died, that it was MY sins that put Him on the cross realised I have never trusted Him as my personal Saviour!
D. This is the first step in life after Easter.

1. We cannot take more steps in the right direction until we join those on the narrow path that leads to life everlasting.

2. We do not pin our hopes on a dying world – we pin our hopes on a living Saviour.

II. If we apply the truth of the resurrection to our lives, then we should recognize our eternal wealth in Christ and stop CLAMOURING after temporary stuff
A. We should be demonstrating a different LIFE

1. We really should be demonstrating a difference from the unbeliever who does not believe there is anything more important than this life.

a. A difference should be seen from those who believe that this life is all we get; this is all the heaven we are going to have and all the hell we are going to have to go through, so try to get as much of the good stuff in life as we can because when it is over, it is over.
b. This belief and life style is not according to the resurrection!
2. According to the resurrection, when it is over, it is only starting—when our life ends here, it is only just beginning.

a. Imagine 65 years as compared to 65 billion years.

b. Compare 95 years to 95 trillion years. That is like comparing one drop of water to the Atlantic Ocean.

B. Notice the three adjectives that Peter writes in 1 Peter 1:3b-4a,

 “…God…according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us [or birthed or bore] again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4] To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away…”
Underline these three adjectives regarding our inheritance.

· Peter first writes that our inheritance is “incorruptible”
a. This is from the Greek word that means “undecaying” i.e. it is imperishable, as it will never spoil.

1) We go to the grocery store and buy perishables. They have dates on them to let us know when they are not safe to eat or drink OR when they will grow stale AND that we should not eat them.

2) On every box of donuts has a date on it. That date does not matter to me – for less than 10 seconds in the microwave takes care of it!

b. Peter says that our eternal inheritance does not have a date on which it will be of no use; on which it will spoil.

c. Our eternal inheritance is everlasting! It carries the idea of immortality.

· Peter adds the second adjective of “undefiled”
d. This word in the Greek text means to be "unstained and undefiled as in being pure". The thought is of being untainted with evil.

e. Our eternal inheritance is flawless; perfect; unpolluted and unstained.

· The third adjective that Peter uses to describe our inheritance is unfading.
f. Here three words – “fadeth not away” – are used for one Greek word in our translation and conveys its property as being inextinguishable.
g. The Greek word here for “fadeth not away” is used by classical Greek authors to speak of the peak beauty of a flower’s blossom and fragrance.
h. In other words, the beauty of our inheritance in glory is magnificent, breath taking and is perpetual.
None of the decaying affects of our fallen world can affect our beautiful inheritance in heaven … in the new earth … in the glory and splendour of God's throne and very presence
III. If we apply the truth of the resurrection to our lives, we should be RELYING – trusting our future to Christ and not worrying about His ability to fulfill His promise.

A. Notice Peter's words about our inheritance in 1 Peter 1:4b-5.

…Which is “reserved in heaven for you, who are kept [protected as by a garrison] by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”
1. This hinges on the reality of the resurrection of Christ.
Our confidence stems from the everlasting life of Christ.

2. The resurrection of Christ in the past demonstrates God's ability to resurrect us after death to our eternal home in the future.

3. Notice the words again, “…you, who are kept [protected] by the power of God…”
a. We are under the surveillance of Almighty God.

b. We have a reservation in heaven and nothing can destroy, erase, defile, diminish, or displace it.

B. Our future is under the lock and key of heaven.

We are protected by the most efficient security system available—according to vs. 5 it is the power of God.
Perhaps you are wondering, "Is my salvation really that secure?"

· Can someone take salvation away from me?

a. Religion teaches that committing mortal sins can lose salvation. The Roman Catholic Church claims the power to both dispense grace as well as revoke grace.
b. However, Jesus Christ said, in John 10:27-29, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28] And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29] My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.”
c. In other words, anyone capable of taking our salvation away from us would have to be greater than God. Since no one is greater than God, then no one is able to take it away.

· Will God take my salvation away?

d. For God to take away our salvation would require God to have failed.

1) For God to choose us, call us, redeem us, bring us to life, and immerse us into Christ's life – imputing to us the righteousness of Christ, sealing us with the Spirit, taking up residency in us, and promising to present us blameless in heaven – BUT THEN, to throw up His hands and say, "This one is just too much trouble," would be to admit failure on His part.

2) It would mean He was powerless and would be a failure not to finish the work He initiated and said He would complete in preserving and glorifying us for heaven.
3) For God to take back ALL He gave would signal a catastrophic failure of the Godhead.

e. This is not to mention disunity, for the Son would have to stop interceding for us, the Spirit would be forced to unseal and "ungift" us, and the Father would have to change His eternal will, which chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world.

f. To worry that God will take it all back is to assume that God can fail and the trinity can experience disunity.

· Can Christians choose to return the gift of salvation?

g. IF anyone would say they want to return their salvation never had it.
This does not mean that a Christian cannot backslide or disobey God—the disciples certainly did.
h. However, the person who says that they used to be a Christian, but gave it back and is now happily reunited with the condemnation of their sin, the world, the flesh, and the devil, never had Christ to begin with.

1) A saved sinner does not experience the freedom of a clear conscience and want a dirty one back.

2) We do not get forgiveness from the guilt of sin and then decide we want the cloud of guilt back in our life.

3) We do not live in the light and glories of heaven and then want to go live in the darkness of this world and the abyss of hell itself.

4) We do not fellowship in the blessedness of the saints and singing the praise of God and then despise the very church of the living Lord.

5) We do not walk with our Lord, trust in Him, receive His blessings, and depend on Him to turn around and decide we never really needed Him after all.

i. Well, what about those who professed Christ and then go back to their world and their old way of life? John wrote in 1 John 2:19 about these very people, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.”
j. Those who genuinely belong to Christ, Peter writes in 1 Peter 1:5, “… are kept [protected] by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”
1) I love this phrase—for it says we will be protected all the way to the wrapping up of time.

2) This means nothing that occurs to us on this earth falls into the category of a final chapter. Our final chapter is heaven and that one goes on forever! Hallelujah!
C. If we apply the truth of the resurrection, then:

· We should REVEAL a living hope and not pin our hopes on a dying world.

· We should RECOGNIZE our eternal wealth in Christ and stop clamouring after temporary stuff.

· We should RELY or trust our future to Christ and stop worrying about His ability to fulfill His promise.

IV. We should be a REJOICING people – A PEOPLE of gladness and joy and not mirror the depressed, despairing culture around us.

A. Notice Peter's repeated use of the word rejoice –
1. Beginning in 1 Peter 1:6, “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season [a little while], if need be, ye are in heaviness [distress] through manifold temptations [various trials]:”
2. Peter is not saying we rejoice in the absence of trials—he is saying we rejoice in spite of trials.

3. Continue to 1 Peter 1:7-8 – “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8] Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:”
4. If we really already know all this—if we really believe the gospel—if we really believe that Christ is not dead, but alive—if we are really getting it, then the demonstration of the fact that we are getting it will be that we are people of joy.

B. How are we people of joy?

1. People of joy are preoccupied with the risen Christ.

a. Peter writes in vs. 6, even “though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:” we rejoice.
1) The word for the Greek word poikilos, which means, “varied" or trials that are motley in character.

2) We have “variegated” or many coloured" trials. In other words, we are presented with a multi-variety of trials.

b. This Greek word poikilos here translated “manifold,” is used in the New Testament for various diseases, various lusts, various miracles, and various doctrines. Peter in 1 Pet. 4:10 even used it to refer to “the manifold grace of God.”
1) In other words, Peter is referring to the many-coloured grace of God.

2) This means that for the many colours and shades and types of trials, God has grace to match each one. His grace is perfectly suited for that particular trial.

C. Hardships

1. Some of you, my friends, will prosper—you will have every financial need met and that will be a trial of its own making. Some of you will encounter financial hardship.

2. Some of you will experience sickness, while others will remain healthy most of your lives.

3. Some of you will live a long life, while others may die young. Some may experience the heartache of multiple deaths in their family while others my go year after year enjoying relationships of loved ones for decades.
4. Some of you are going to face challenges in raising your children.
Some Christians will have little difficulty in child rearing.

5. Most parents will wrestle with where and how to educate their children.

a. Some will put their kids in public school; some will put them in a religious or Christian school

b. Some will put them in private school; some will home school and some will put them in boarding school.

6. Most are going to wrestle with physical infirmities and physical decisions.

a. Some of you will age with little trouble, while others will age with a lot of trouble.

b. Some of you will attack aging by eating only natural foods, whole grains, no white flour, no sugar, no coffee – which are all great things to do – and you will live to the ripe old age of 95.

c. Others have already had two cups of coffee, are headed to some fast-food restaurant after church, and before you go to bed tonight, are going to eat a piece of double layered chocolate cake. You will die at the age of 85 – perhaps a lot happier!

7. Some of you are going to experience a far more difficult path than others.

The truth is that we get so bogged down with decisions and difficulties and challenges and pain and suffering and anxieties and on and on that we begin to mirror the despair and the depression and the discouragement of our world, which is without a living hope.

We who have this hope are to be people of joy
and people of mirth and people of gladness.

H. A. Ironside

Was a Canadian-American Bible teacher, preacher, theologian, pastor, and author who pastored Moody Church in Chicago who died in 1951, was preaching in the open air in Chicago. A large crowd had gathered to hear him preach on salvation and the Christian life.

A well-known agnostic community leader was in the crowd. He was a man who sowed scepticism and doubt in the Scriptures and in the reality of a personal God.

He stepped forward and handed Ironside a note that read: I challenge you to a debate in the Science Hall next Sunday afternoon.
Ironside stopped, read the note aloud, and then said to this man,

I will be glad to debate with you on the reality of the Christian life, if you will do one thing … bring along with you one person from your sphere of influence; one person who was discouraged and defeated by life, not knowing where to turn or what to believe, until that person came and heard you lecture your agnostic beliefs. Bring one person who, after hearing you speak, found peace of mind, victory over sin, and a purpose for living … bring one and I will bring 100 and I will debate you.
The agnostic turned on his heels and walked away.
CONCLUSION:
Ladies and gentlemen, the unanswerable argument for Christianity is the Christian preoccupied and passionate about the living Christ.

The Christian who does more than say, "I already know all that! I already got all that down!"

How can we tell that we are really getting it? By being people who:

· Do not pin our hopes on a dying world, but REVEAL a living hope;

· Do not clamour after worldly things, but REVEL in our eternal inheritance in Christ;

· Do not worry about God's ability to keep His promise, but RELY or trust our future to His power;

· Do not mirror the despairing world around us, but evidence a REJOICING spirit and heart of gladness and joy.

In other words, these are the Christians who are not satisfied with just hearing about Easter, but are demonstrating there is life after Easter.
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