December 23, 2007
The Incarnation

(Christmas)

John 1:1-18
INTRODUCTION

One cannot read the Bible without being confronted with an astonishing phenomenon: God frequently broke through to the minds of human beings with His self-revelation. Men and women in the Bible did not reason out or discover God. Rather, He graciously disclosed Himself to them. The total Bible is the inspired record of God’s self-disclosure. In other words, the divine self-revelation is embodied in the book we call the Bible. 


The self-revelation of God has taken many forms, as in the following examples: (1) theophanies—a term meaning “a manifestation of God” (see Genesis 17:1; 18:1-3; 32:24-30); (2) names; (3) miracles; (4) special providences; (5) verbal utterances (e.g., the Ten Commandments); (6) the ministry of the prophets.


Our present lesson focuses on the Biblical event in which God’s self-revelation reaches its consummation and crown—the incarnation of God the eternal Son in the person of Jesus. This divine revelation was something utterly different from every other mode of revelation. It went infinitely beyond theophany, miracle, providence, verbal utterance, and the prophetic ministry—not only in degree, but in quality also. By the Incarnation the living God himself, in His nature and person, became man without ceasing to be God.


The Christmas lesson is taken from the beautiful and majestic prologue to the Gospel of John. In this way we are able to receive another impression of the meaning of Christmas as seen in the eternal Word. It is this Word that came to live among people as their life and their light. The transforming power of this Word enables us to become sons and daughters of God by receiving the revelation of God in Christ, the eternal Word.

Study 

December 23, 2007

Christmas

The Incarnation

Study Text

John 1:1–18

All Scripture portions are taken from the New King James Version of the Holy Bible

Focus

To understand that God became flesh and receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

Outline

1.
The Eternal Word

A.
In the Beginning

B.
In the Creation

2.
The True Light

A.
Witness to the Light

B.
Jesus Is the Light

3.
The Word Made Flesh

A.
In the Form of Man

B.
In the Image of God

Preparing to Teach

Select questions, learning activities, and items from the Adult Resource Packet (pages 18–21) that will help you fulfill your lesson objective.

Fill out the Planning the Session sheet (Adult Resource Packet, page 5).

Prepare the transparencies "Comparison" and “A Few of Satan’s Failures to Turn Out the Light” (Adult Resource Packet, pages 18,19).

Copy the case study “Keeping Christ in Christmas” and the work sheet “For Further Study 4” (Adult Resource Packet, pages 20,21).

Central Truth

God’s purpose in the Incarnation was to reveal himself through Christ.

Key Verse: John 1:14

14.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

Introducing the Study

When I was a child, we lived on a farm. We lived in a house that has a large picture window in the living room. There were times that birds would fly into the window, not realizing that there was a large plate glass there. I went outside to chase the birds away. They did not understand what I was saying or what I was doing. Once I thought, “I wish I could become a bird and make you understand!” 

This story captures part of the idea behind the Incarnation. Hebrews 1:1,2 states that “​ God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;” Christmas is when God became a man so people could fully understand Him and so through Christ they might receive His grace and truth.

Learning Objectives

After today’s study on the Incarnation, students will be able to do the following:

1.
Reflect on Jesus’ roles in creation and salvation.

2.
Rejoice that Jesus came to bring light into the darkness of the world.

3.
Describe how Jesus is both the Son of Man and the Son of God.

The Eternal Word


​ 1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2. He was in the beginning with God. 

3. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

4. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

5. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.


John's Witness: The True Light


6. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7. This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, which all through him might believe. 

8. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 

9. That was the true Light, which gives light to every man coming into the world.
10. He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 

11. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 

12. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 

13. who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.


The Word Becomes Flesh


14. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
15. John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ”
16. And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 

17. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

18. No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

1. The Eternal Word


A. In the Beginning


John 1:1,2

1.  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 2.  He was in the beginning with God.

Teaching Tip 1: Display the transparency “Comparison” to show how the four Gospel writers differed in the ways they started their accounts of the life of Jesus. Use this to illustrate: 
1. God gave the writers certain freedom to express His Word through their own personalities. 
2. The blending of the four accounts helps us gain a more complete picture of what the birth of the Savior involved.

The apostle John was the last of the Gospel writers to pen his account of the life of Christ. Unlike the accounts given by the first three Gospel writers that present the beginning of Jesus’ life with either a genealogy or a presentation of an event in the human life of Christ, John opens his Gospel with wording much like Genesis chapter 1. Genesis assumes the existence of God. John’s Gospel assumes Jesus is the eternal Son of God who came to live on earth as a man. The story of Christ’s life as revealed in this Gospel is intended to reveal how the Incarnation took place.

Transporting the reader backward in time, the opening language of John 1:1 places the Word—Jesus Christ—with God “in the beginning.” However, John did not stop with just stating that the Word and God coexisted. He made it clear that the “Word was God” (verse 1). 

Continuing down the same path, the apostle reinforces the truth that Jesus is God by alluding to the immutability or unchanging nature of God. He declares that this living Word was precisely the same in the beginning as He is now (verse 2). In doing this John made it clear Jesus was not just another created being, but an eternal member of the Godhead.

The spoken word is the main way God chose throughout the Old Testament to reveal himself and His will to His chosen people specifically and to humankind in general. With each word spoken by God, more of His nature and will were made known. Finally, through the Incarnation, God made a greater revelation of His will known through the life of His Son.

Ask: “In what ways was Jesus’ earthly life an example for us to follow?” This great unveiling of God in the form of His Son gave humankind its first real look at an example of true godliness. He was presented as the example for us to follow. From His lowly birth to the suffering of the cross to the power of His resurrection, Jesus modeled for everyone what God expects of His people. We can sense the greatness of God’s love and compassion for us in that, as a man, He sent His Son to take our place and die for our sins. 

B. In the Creation

John 1:3–5

3.  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 

 4.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

 5.  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

Ask: “How does John present Jesus’ role in creation?” Continuing to follow the pattern from Genesis 1, John declared plainly that the Son of God was also the Creator: “All things were made by him.” (John 1:3, kjv). Jesus did not just become involved with humankind when He came into this world as a baby in a manger. John painted the picture of the beginning with Christ as an active agent involved in every aspect of creation. Also, look at Colossians 1:15-17. Verse 4 declares Jesus not only was involved in creation, but that He brought light and life into the world.

No doubt, the intent of this text is to speak of spiritual life and light. However, when we read in Revelation 22:5 that there will be no need for a sun because the Lamb is the light of the world to come, it does give a sense of double meaning to this text. What a great thought that our Savior not only gives us our new birth and insights into our new life, but also is the source of our physical life and will be the bright light that guides us through eternity.

In John 1:5, John stated that the darkness did not comprehend the light. The word, “comprehend” (kjv) or “understood” (niv) implies force being used and can be used of physical force. It conveys the idea that darkness cannot seize or overpower the light. Jesus, the Light of the world, prevailed in victory over the darkness of evil and sin.

Teaching Tip 2: Display the transparency “A Few of Satan’s Failures to Turn Out the Light.” Have the class look up the Scriptures. Fill in the blanks on the transparency with students’ responses. 

Ask: “How does the conflict between light and darkness apply to us today?” This conflict represents the spiritual warfare that every Christian has to fight daily. As Satan unsuccessfully tried throughout the Bible to thwart the plan of God, so his efforts can be thwarted in their lives as they submit to God (James 4:7) and rely on His power (Ephesians 6:10–18).

2.
The True Light


A.
Witness to the Light


John 1:6–8

6.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

 7.  This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 

 8.  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

God had foretold that a mighty prophet would come to prepare people for the coming of the Messiah. John 1:6 reveals that John the Baptist was sent by God for this purpose. The apostle John makes it clear that John the Baptist was a witness or messenger of the Light, but not the Light (verses 7,8). John the Baptist’s ministry was to prepare the hearts of men and women to accept Jesus.

Teaching Tip 3: Lead the class in a brief discussion of a few of the more well-known properties of light. You may want to assign a student ahead of time to prepare a short paragraph on this topic. Make sure to mention that light can be seen with human eyes in only two ways. One must either look at the source of the light or see it reflected off of an object. Compare this to our witness for Christ. We either need to direct people to look at Jesus or live our lives in a way that reflects His light for others to see. Try to find other properties that have similar applications.

Ask: “What can we learn from John 1:6–8 about being a witness for Christ?” As John was “sent from God” (verse 6, kjv), God calls all Christians to be witnesses of Christ. While John the Baptist had a unique place in God’s program, we all have a testimony we can tell others.

John had a clear grasp of his mission: “to bear witness of the Light” (verse 7, kjv). We can be faithful witnesses, telling others what Jesus Christ has done for us and what He wants to do for them. 

The goal of witnessing is to lead others to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ: “that all men through him might believe” (verse 7, kjv—Note: The word “men” is a Greek word that in this context would best be translated “people.”). God has chosen to use us to proclaim the gospel to the lost so they will come to believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord.

John had a clear sense of his own identity. He knew “he was not the Light” (verse 8, kjv). Like John, we are called to bring glory and honor to Jesus, who is the Light. We are to live in a way that allows His light to enter the hearts of men and women.

B.
Jesus Is the Light

John 1:9–13

9.  That was the true Light which gives light to every man who comes into the world. 

 10.  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 

 11.  He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 

 12.  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name: 

 13.  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Jesus came to reveal the Father to all people (John 1:9). Creation sheds some light on the nature of God, but only the true Light—Jesus, the Son of God—allows us to know God.

 Yet when Jesus came into the world, the people of Israel were not looking for the redeemer or conqueror to come in the form of a baby. Certainly, they did not understand how the Savior could possibly come from the lower half of the social scale. While Matthew and Luke took the time to make sure that the lineage of David is traced from Jesus’ earthly father and mother, respectively, John took the approach that regardless of His parental credentials the people were not prepared for the arrival of the Son of God. Those who should have welcomed Him did not even recognize Him (verses 10,11).

The Scripture says that while as a nation Israel rejected the Christ, those who did receive Him as the Messiah were made the children of God (verse 12). What a transition this was. Being one of God’s children was no longer by physical birth as a descendant of Abraham, but by new birth through repentance (verse 13). With this change, the opportunity to become a child of God was opened up to everyone.

3.
The Word Made Flesh


A.
In the Form of Man


John 1:14–16 

14.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 15.  John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, `He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.' '' 

 16.  And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.

John 1:14 states, “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (kjv). The truth that the Word became flesh and dwelt among men is foundational to the power of the gospel. In order to redeem humanity, the Son of God became the Son of Man. It is impossible to understand the precise mechanics of how God was able to accomplish this great work, but Jesus was fully human and fully God. His day-to-day activities, such as eating, drinking, walking, and talking, remind us that He became a human being just like us. However, when we behold the many mighty miracles and His ability to forgive sins, we have to acknowledge that He stepped into the areas normally left for God alone. 

Although we cannot know for certain what John had in mind in verse 14 when he stated, “And we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father” (kjv), it seems reasonable to assume that he may very well have been recalling that moment on the mountain when he, Peter, and James watched as Jesus was transfigured. However, John and others beheld Jesus’ glory throughout His earthly ministry, beginning with His first miracle (2:11).

Ask: “Why was it necessary that Jesus experience life on earth as a human?” The true importance regarding Jesus’ being completely human is seen in two practical areas of our life. First, since Jesus was able to live a sinless and God-pleasing life as a natural person, this makes it possible for us to be made righteous (see 2 Corinthians 5:21). Second, by Jesus’ experiencing life as a man, we can have the assurance that He is able to identify with our weaknesses (see Hebrews 2:14–18). Because of this, when we pray we know He understands all of the frustrations involved in just living a normal earthly existence. His knowledge of our needs brings the grace needed every day to keep living for God (John 1:16). Those who have committed their lives to Christ find that in every area of their lives Christ is sufficient. 

B.
In the Image of God

John 1:17,18

17.  For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

 18.  No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

Ask: “What great differences came in God’s dealing with people after Christ came?” For nearly 2,000 years, Israel had lived under the unyielding and rigid Law. Every misdeed came with either a punishment or a sacrifice or both. On top of this, religious leaders had added man-made statutes in their attempt to interpret the Law down to the minute details of daily living. Jesus introduced the new covenant in which the grace of God covers the shortcomings and weaknesses inherent in human life (John 1:17). Furthermore, since Jesus’ sacrificial work on earth has been accomplished and He has been exalted to the right hand of God, God has sent the Holy Spirit to help people live according to the righteous standards of the Law they could not do under the Law (see Romans 8:2–4). Our access to God is not directed through a temple; we can come directly and personally before God’s throne through Christ (see Hebrews 4:14–16).

Christ revealed the grace and truth that God had always intended for His people. Every weakness of the Law was overcome in Christ. Sin could finally be totally forgiven and not just pushed off for a year at a time. The multiple and continual sacrifices were replaced by one great sacrifice, sufficient to complete the work that humankind needed to be restored to fellowship with the Heavenly Father. Jesus came to declare who God is and make it possible for people to know Him (John 1:18).

Teaching Tip 4: Hand out the case study “Keeping Christ in Christmas” to students. Guide the class in examining ways to keep Christ and the reason for His coming as the focus of the Christmas holiday. Give class members an opportunity to share ways their families, or families they know, have made this happen.

Discipleship in Action

Christmas should not be a Christ-free holiday. While no one wants to be thought of as a “Scrooge” at Christmas, it is important not to let a time as significant as the celebration of the birth of Christ pass as a secular event. The world will try to remove the religious aspects of this time of year at every turn. Children especially need to see that Christ, not gifts, is the central focus. Try to make your decorating emphasize the Christian nature of this great season. Decrease the promotion of Santa Claus and commercialism by reminding your friends and family that the greatest gift was not given by men but by God when He gave His Son. 

Consider adding a family Communion service on Christmas Eve as a reminder of the reason why Christ came. Remember that the same Jesus who lay in the manger in Bethlehem is now sitting at the right hand of God as our Savior and Advocate.

Ministry in Action

Try to find someone who will be alone this holiday and invite the person to your Christmas celebration. Find other ways to keep the focus on Christ, who is the Light and the Provider of grace and truth.

For Further Study

Monday


God with Us.


Isaiah 7:10–16

Tuesday


The Everlasting Kingdom.


Isaiah 9:1–7

Wednesday


The Message Foretold.


Isaiah 40:1–5

Thursday


Birthplace Announced.


Micah 5:2–4

Friday


Christ Is Born.


Luke 2:1–7

Saturday


Shepherds Worship Jesus.


Luke 2:8–20

Looking Ahead

The Ministry in Action portion of next week’s lesson suggests having a time of prayer for the needs of students in your class. If you choose to do this, make sure to adjust your lesson planning to leave time to do so.

PAGE  
1

