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TEXT:
Various
INTRODUCTION:
Prophet, Priest, and King—that is how the Lord Jesus Christ’s ministerial roles are often portrayed.

The Gospels emphasize His role as King of the Jews, though He has yet to occupy that position. The book of Hebrews emphasizes His role as High Priest, both in His sacrificial death and current ministry. Yet, while on Earth, Jesus was primarily a Prophet. So what does that title imply?

Every day people wonder, “What will tomorrow bring?” “Who will be elected president? 
“What will happen in the Middle East?” Predictions are surely part of biblical prophecy.

However, the whole picture is much more comprehensive.

I. DEFINING PROPHET

A. The clearest picture of God’s definition of prophet is found in Exodus: 7:1-2
“And the LORD said unto Moses, ‘See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. 2] Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the children of Israel out of his land.”
1. A prophet is one who receives a word from God and is authorized to communicate this divine message to others.

2. Just as Moses acted in the place of God in passing on the divine revelations he received from the Lord to his brother Aaron, who functions as a prophet. 

B. Hebrews 1:1 tells us that Old Testament prophets received direct revelation from God in various ways 
1. Though mostly, God spoke to the prophets through visions and dreams He however, said of Moses in Lev. 12:8, “With him will I speak mouth to mouth” i.e. face-to-face and he shall see “the similitude of the LORD” i.e. he sees the form of God.
2. Clearly then, a prophet is an authorized spokesperson for God with a message that originated with God and was communicated through a number of means. When God spoke to His spokesperson, he had no choice but to deliver that word to those to whom God directed it.
II. MOSES, THE PROPHET
A. Moses, of course, is generally regarded as the greatest prophet in the Hebrew Scriptures.

1. In Num. 12:7 God said of him, “My servant Moses … is faithful in all mine house.” 
2. In using him to exodus the Israelites from Egypt and to establish them as a nation under God’s covenant, God lifted Moses up in the eyes of countless generations. Yet, at the end of his ministry, Moses indicated God would raise up another prophet like him one day.

In Deut. 18:15, 18-19 we read:
Deut. 18:15 – “The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;
18] I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 19] And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.” (I.e. any who would not listen to the voice of that Prophet would be held accountable. Peter quoting this Scripture in Acts 3:23 said such a person would “be destroyed”.)
B. Though great prophets arose from Samuel through Zechariah and Malachi, none achieved the stature Moses had promised.

1. Centuries passed, and the prophecy remained unfulfilled.

2. Approximately 1,400 years had gone by, and Israel was still awaiting the prophet like Moses when the Levite John the Baptist appeared on the scene in Roman-occupied Judea.
3. After Jesus performed a miracle by multiplying loaves of bread, some Jewish people suspected He might be the one for whom they were waiting. In Jn. 6:14 they said, “This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.” 

4. After Jesus taught on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles – this was a time when people left their homes and lived in booths formed from branches of trees – some responded, “Of a truth this is the Prophet.” 
a. Others said, “This is the Christ” (Messiah].
b. But since Jesus lived Nasareth and travelled to the feast from Galilee, avoiding those who sought to kill him (Jn. 7:1), some questioned, 
“Shall Christ come out of Galilee?” (7:40-41).

III. THE GREATEST PROPHET Was Jesus
A. Though most people did not believe Him, Jesus as much as said who He was in a synagogue in Nazareth. TURN >> Lk. 4:17-19

1.  Here Jesus He read aloud verses 1-2 of Isaiah 61.
2. After He read Isaiah, He then closed the book, sat down, and said, 
“This day is this Scripture is fulfilled in your ears” (vs. 21).

3. But He knew they would not believe Him for in verse 24 “he said, ‘Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country.’”
B. Frequently, Jesus clearly explained that He spoke nothing on His own initiative.
1. In John 12:44 Jesus cried out, “He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me.” And again in 12:49 “For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.”
2. In the Lord Jesus Christ’s high priestly prayer in Jn. 17 Jesus sought not His will but that of the Father and explained, “that all things whatsoever thou hast given” to Jesus were of the Father. Jesus further explained: “For I have given unto them [His disciples] the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them…” (7-8).

3. Jesus in John 7:16-17 said that even His doctrine was not His “…but His that sent me. 17] If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” 
4. Jesus told His disciples, “…the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works” (Jn. 14:10).

a. Therefore, since the Father gave every word Jesus spoke to Him, His entire spoken ministry was prophecy.

b. The majority of this prophecy, however, was NOT predictive in nature. Like Moses’ ministry, Jesus’ prophetic work was primarily revelatory.

1) He came to reveal God in ways not seen in the Hebrew Scriptures (even the term “Father” was significantly different)

2) He came to highlight the type of righteousness necessary for God’s Kingdom

3) He came to reveal the new relationship He would have with the believer the new administration that would be established upon His resurrection.
4) He came to manifest God’s loving righteousness through His redemption of mankind.
c. Later He would reveal to the apostle John the future judgment of the world and the establishment of His Kingdom in the Book of Revelation.
d. During His time on Earth, Jesus delivered five major discourses
 (and several shorter ones) in which He revealed the mind and will of His Father.

C. The ultimate Prophet like Moses is Jesus Christ—the One who spoke God’s words and who provides deliverance for His people.

1. Not even Joshua could be compared to Moses, for since Moses “no prophet has risen in Israel like” him (Deut. 34:10) with such power before men and intimacy with God.

2. However distinguished a future prophet’s role might be in Israel, none would be like Moses until the Mediator of the New Covenant, Jesus Christ, came.

3. Moses set the standard for every future prophet. Each prophet was to do his best to live up to the example of Moses until the One came who would introduce the New Covenant.

4. During the first century A.D. the official leaders of Judaism were still looking for the fulfillment of Moses’ prediction asking John the Baptists if he was that prophet. READ >> John 1:19-30
5. Peter said their search should have stopped with the Lord Jesus: Acts 3:19-23 he said, “Repent … and be converted … 20] And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 21] which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. 22] For Moses truly said unto the fathers, ‘A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 23] And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.” 
Jesus was the last biblical prophet the one Moses said to expect.
Paul wrote as such in TURN >> Hebrews 1:1-3 and again is 3:5-6
Christ is the Builder of His own house, while Moses was a servant in the house.
Moses was a great prophet, but Jesus was far greater—THE GREATEST.
IV. Old Testament Priesthood
Contrary to what some people think, the concept of priesthood did not originate with Israel. In the patriarchal period, the male head of each household functioned as a mediating priest on behalf of his family. 
A. Job – Job 1:4-5

1. Job showed deep concern for the spiritual welfare of his children.

a. Each time one of his children held a feast (possibly a birthday party) in one of their homes Job would sanctify (i.e. purify) by offering 10 burnt offerings, one for each child.

b. He was concerned that they receive forgiveness of any sins they might have committed knowingly or unknowingly.

c. His concern that they might have inwardly cursed God anticipates, ironically, Satan’s insinuation that Job would curse God (2:5).
2. Parents today can show the same concern by praying for their children. 
This means “sacrificing” some time each day to ask God to forgive them, to help them grow, to protect them, and to help them please God.
B. Sacrificial Offerings were made by ALL the Patriarchs

1. Patriarch – This name is generally applied to the progenitors of families or “heads of the fathers” (Josh. 14:1) mentioned in Scripture.

2. Noah, upon leaving the ark, after the flood, Noah made a sacrifice to God, for His protection and preservation of Noah’s family (Gen. 8:20).

3. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all erected altars and sacrificed animals to God in intercession for their families
C. According to Ex. 19:4-6, after God delivered Israel from Egypt, He wanted to make the nation a kingdom of priests with direct access to Him.

1. As a priest connected God to man, a priestly nation connects humanity to God.
a. Israel was to be the channel through which God’s word came to man, through which access to God was made available. 

b. They were to be a holy nation, a kingdom of priests, but that promise in vs. 6 is predicated on vs. 5 << READ it!
c. As long as Israel was obedient, as long as Israel was faithful to the promise then Israel was a priest nation and Israel was a holy nation.

2. But Israel sinned – making the golden calf in Exodus 32 – breaking the covenant it had made with God in 19:5, therefore they forfeited the privilege of becoming “a kingdom of priests.”
a. The Aaronic priesthood was established in Ex. 28:1 when God commanded Moses to take his brother, Aaron, and Aaron’s sons from the tribe of Levi and designated them as priests.

b. How could the Aaronic Priesthood (Ex. 28:1) be established BEFORE the golden calf incident in Exodus 32?

c. The answer lies in that the Torah was not written in chronological order. Often the Bible records the results of incidents before they happen as in this case.

d. Therefore, the forfeiture of the nation to be “a kingdom of priests” birthed the Aaronic priesthood; a system that grew more corrupt with age until it even demanded the crucifixion of its own Messiah.
V. Defining a Priest
A. The word priest (Hebrew, kohayn) means “one who officiates.”
1. Priests were not self-appointed but divinely called by God, deriving their authority directly from Him.

a. They interceded for the Israelites by offering gifts and sacrifices for their own sins and those of Israel – SEE >> Heb. 5:1-6.
b. Priests could have no physical defects and were rejected for service if they failed to meet the qualifications recorded in Leviticus 21:17-21.

2. Priests also laboured under certain restrictions.

a. They were not permitted to defile themselves by participating in funerals, except those of family (Lev. 21:1-4).

b. They could not shave their heads, beards, eyebrows, or make any cuts in their flesh (Lev. 19:27-28).

c. Nor were they to marry a profane (secular or unspiritual) woman, divorcee, prostitute, or widow. A priest had to marry a virgin (Lev. 21:7, 14).

d. Years later, Nehemiah condemned the priests for taking heathen wives 
(Neh. 13:25, 28). Other restrictions are listed in Leviticus 22.

3. The priests’ sacred responsibility was to represent the Israelites before God, and God before the Israelites by declaring God’s will to the people, teaching the Mosaic Law, caring for the Tabernacle and Temple, and offering sacrifices in worship to God (Deut. 33:8-10).

B. Over time, however, the priesthood grew corrupt

1. Priests often abused their calling and position.

a. For example, Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of the high priest Eli during the days of Samuel, forcibly took the peoples’ offerings and also slept with women at the door of the Tabernacle.

b. As punishment, God severed Eli’s house from the priesthood of Israel (1 Sam. 2:17, 22, 31-36).

2. The prophet Malachi detailed the priesthood’s corruption. TURN >> Mal. 1:6-2:9
a. The priests defamed God’s sacred name by showing contempt for it and not giving Him honour or glory. Furthermore, they seemed unaware of their corruption and defamation, having the audacity to ask, “Wherein [in what way] have we despised Thy name?” (1:6).
b. The priests offered defective sacrifices in the Temple (vs. 7-8).

1) Malachi sarcastically urged them to take the blind, crippled, and diseased animals to the governor and see if he would accept them.

2) No credible priest would dare offer such worthless things to the governor. How much more insulting to offer them to the God of the creation.
c. The priests had demeaned the Temple by their despicable actions and attitudes.

1) God was angry that there was no conscientious, devout priest to step forward and close the Temple until the sinful practices were terminated (vs. 10).

2) The priests showed no respect for either the Lord’s table (altar) or its fruit (meat offering – vs. 12).

3. So God cursed the priests and the way they performed their duties before Him (2:1-9).

a. Malachi warned them to turn from their wicked ways because if they continued down the path of disobedience, God would send the same curses prophesied against Israel as it entered Canaan (Dt. 27:9-26; 28:15-68).
b. Other prophets like Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Micah, and Zephaniah, also relayed God’s condemnation of the corrupt priests (cf. Jer. 5:31; Lam. 4:13-20; Ezek. 22:26; Hos. 5:1; 6:9; Mic. 3:11; Zeph. 3:4).

C. By the time Jesus began ministering on Earth, the priesthood was beyond redemption.

1. Priests were full of pride, projected a pseudo piety, and misused their power. They sought to murder anyone who threatened their position or authority or their nefarious (i.e. wickedly criminal) means of acquiring massive wealth by manipulation.

2. Jesus predicted the high priest would reject, arrest, and convict Him and call for His crucifixion—a prophecy that came true (cf. Mt. 16:21; 20:18; Lk. 24:20).

a. The chief priests continually tried to obtain false testimony against Jesus so they might have Him put to death (Mt. 26:59).

b. Both the Jewish religious authorities and Roman political authorities put Jesus on trial. Each held three hearings, totalling six trials.

c. The Jewish religious leaders brought Jesus before Annas then Caiaphas, both high priests, though Annas was no longer in office. Then Jesus went to trial before the Sanhedrin.

3. Jesus was also arraigned before the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, who sent Him to Herod for questioning, after which Herod sent Him back to Pilate.

a. Pilate heeded the desire of a mob that called for Jesus’ crucifixion.

b. After Jesus was brutally scourged, He was led away and crucified 
(Mt. 27:11-50).

All these trials were illegal, according to Jewish and Roman law. But by then, the Jewish priesthood had sunk so low it bore little resemblance to the office God instituted in the wilderness of Sinai when He commanded Moses to take Aaron, his brother, and Aaron’s sons and consecrate them to serve Him.

VI. OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST

In Old Testament times, only the Aaronic priests and, of course, Moses enjoyed direct access into the presence of God.
Although Moses was blessed with privilege, position, and prominence, he nevertheless was imperfect and eventually died—like any other man.

Hebrews 4:14 calls Jesus alone our “great High Priest” who not only sympathizes with us and intercedes for us BUT who loves us so much He actually offered Himself as the final sacrifice for sin.

Christ’s priesthood supersedes the Aaronic priesthood and is superior to it in every way. There are six chapters in Hebrews that convey the superiority of the priesthood of Christ (5:1-10:25).

A. Christ’s Priesthood is PEERLESS.

1. Jesus is both divine and human (Heb. 5:1, 7-9). He was neither self-appointed nor elected but divinely selected (vs. 4), as prophesied in two Messianic psalms 
(Ps. 2; 110; cf. Heb. 5:5 which is a quote of Ps. 2:7).
2. Christ also was from a different order than the Aaronic priests.

a. Aaron was from the tribe of Levi, the priestly tribe, whereas Jesus is from the tribe of Judah, the ruling tribe.

b. Yet Heb. 5:6, quoting a Psalm 110:4, a psalm of David says of the Messiah, “Thou art a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

c. The psalm compares Lord Jesus Christ to Melchizedek, not Aaron.

3. Melchizedek was a contemporary of Abraham.
a. He lived approximately 700 years before Aaron and the inception of the Aaronic priesthood.

b. Whereas Aaron was a priest only, Melchizedek was BOTH king and priest, as Christ will be: Zech. 6:13 says, “He [Messiah] shall be a priest on His throne”
c. The Messiah i.e. Lord Jesus Christ is the only Davidic ruler God allows to be BOTH king and priest.
4. The Aaronic priesthood was inherited and transmitted to many sons down through the centuries.

5. BUT Jesus, like Melchizedek, neither inherited His kingly priesthood nor transmitted it to successors.

6. As High Priest, Jesus does not continually offer sacrifices for people’s sins, 
like the Aaronic high priest, “for this He did once, when He offered up Himself” 
(Heb. 7:27).

7. Christ is sinless, yet He offered Himself, once for all, as the perfect, unblemished blood sacrifice to atone for our sins.

B. Christ’s Priesthood is PERFECT.

1. Aaron’s priesthood functioned under the Mosaic Law, which demanded perfect righteousness—something sinful priests could never provide.

2. Therefore, perfect standing before God could never come through the Aaronic priesthood.

3. Christ, the God-Man, is the only perfect High Priest who can provide righteousness through His sacrificial death and shed blood, making it possible for sinners to be declared righteous before God.

C. Christ’s Priesthood is PERMANENT – Heb. 7:23-25
1. Aaronic priests served for a specific time because they die, but Christ is a Priest forever: “because He continueth ever hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.”
2. Jesus Christ is an unchangeable High Priest who is an ever-living Priest.

a. One day, we believers will see Him face-to-face and enjoy Him throughout eternity.

b. He is able to save to the “uttermost” – i.e. “in the farthest, greatest, or highest degree” – and is seated at God’s right hand, making intercession on our behalf.

c. If we refuse Him or turn away as some did, Jesus asks “Will ye also go away?” our response should be as the apostle Simon Peter exclamation, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life” (Jn. 6:68).
The importance of Jesus Christ’s high priesthood cannot be underestimated or overstated.

The book of Hebrews instructs believers to come directly to God’s throne of grace through Jesus Christ their advocate and present their requests.

The admonition is to come boldly before God to obtain mercy and grace –
READ >> Heb. 4:14-16
Today, there is NO need for a Temple.

There is NO need for a human priest. There is NO need for a blood sacrifice.
Jesus paid it ALL, did it ALL and will save ALL who come to Him. Jesus is ALL we need!
12 Nov. `16, Morn – River Valley BC – Leixlip, Co. Kildare
� Four Major Discourses – 1) The Sermon on the Mount Discourse – Mt. 5-7; 2) The Programme of the Kingdom – Mt. 10; 3) The Parables – Mt. 13; 4) The Olivet Discourse – Mt. 24-25; 5) The Upper Room Discourse – Jn. 13-17
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