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JESUS – Prophet, Priest, and King
King – Part 2

TEXT:
Various
INTRODUCTION:
Prophet, Priest, and King—that is how the Lord Jesus Christ’s ministerial roles are often portrayed.

The Gospels emphasize His role as King of the Jews, though He has yet to occupy that position. The book of Hebrews emphasizes His role as High Priest, both in His sacrificial death and current ministry. Yet, while on Earth, Jesus was primarily a Prophet.
In the first message on this topic we 1) Defined what was a prophet, and 2) Discussed Moses as the greatest OT prophet in the Hebrew Scriptures. Yet, at the end of his ministry, Moses indicated God would raise up another prophet like him one day.

In Deut. 18:15 we read: “The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;
Then in vs. 18 God said, “I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.
Though great prophets arose from Samuel through Zechariah and Malachi, none achieved the stature Moses had promised. Not even Joshua could be compared to Moses, for since Moses “no prophet has risen in Israel like” him (Deut. 34:10) with such power before men and intimacy with God.

Nonetheless, we 3) Described that the ultimate Prophet like Moses did arise and is the Lord Jesus Christ—the One who spoke God’s words and who provides deliverance for His people. 
Is. 61:1-2 – “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound. 2] To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God;
We concluded our first message on Jesus Christ bring Prophet, Priest and King with our Lord’s priesthood. 4) Detail was given explaining according to Ex. 19:4-6, after God delivered Israel from Egypt, He wanted to make the nation of Israel a kingdom of priests with direct access to Him.

BUT Israel sinned – making the golden calf in Exodus 32 – breaking the covenant it had made with God in Ex. 19:5, forfeiting the privilege of becoming “a kingdom of priests.”
This forfeiture of the nation to be “a kingdom of priests” birthed the Aaronic priesthood; a system that grew more corrupt with age until it even demanded the crucifixion of its own Messiah.

The last book of our OT ends with God cursing the priests, in Malachi 2:1-9, saying they were contemptible for the way they performed their duties before Him.
By the time Jesus began ministering on Earth, the priesthood was beyond redemption. Not only did the nation of Israel need an intercessor that had direct access into the presence of God, but they and the world, as well, needed a “great High Priest” who not only could sympathise with us, and intercedes for us, BUT who loves us so much He actually offered Himself as the final sacrifice for sin. The Lord Jesus Christ is that High Priest!
Christ’s priesthood supersedes the Aaronic priesthood and is superior to it in every way and has no replacement on this earth!

The book of Hebrews admonishes us to come directly to God’s throne of grace through Jesus Christ our advocate and present our requests and to come boldly before God through Him to obtain mercy and grace. 
Today, there is NO need for a Temple.

There is NO need for a human priest. There is NO need for a blood sacrifice.

Jesus paid it ALL, did it ALL and will save ALL who come to Him. Jesus is ALL we need!
Now to address the Lord Jesus Christ’s ministerial role as King – 1 Sam. 8:1-7
It is rarely in people’s natures to want what God wants for them. Often we want things that have no eternal value or that might even hurt us. Other times, we may want the right things but at the wrong time and for the wrong reason, much like Israel did when it demanded a king.

Israel wanted a human ruler so it could be “like all the nations” (1 Sam. 8:5). But God did not want His Chosen People to be like the pagans because He was their King. In his distress, the prophet Samuel went to the Lord: “And the LORD said to Samuel, ... ‘They have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them’” (vs. 7).

God had intended for the Israelites to have a king eventually (Gen. 49:10; Dt. 17:14-20), but not then and not for their reason.
I. God’s KINGLY Administration

A. By divine design, God chose to administer His kingship authority of Israel through a mediator, a go-between, a middleman

1. The human king was to rule on God’s behalf, BUT God was to be Israel’s true Sovereign, as made explicitly clear, in Ex. 15:18 – “The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.”
1) In fact, Israel’s two-day celebration of the Feast of Trumpets presents God as King. This feast today is referred to as Rosh Hashanah, which means “head of the year.”
2) For some Orthodox Jewish groups, the Feast of Trumpets’ fundamental theme is God’s coronation as Hamelech, “the King” (cf. Ps. 93:1-2).
3) Psa. 93:1 – “The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.” The world is in a fixed position and even before that God’s 2] “…throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting.”
2. According to tradition, the blowing of the shofar (ram’s horn) at Rosh Hashanah signals the beginning of the 10 days of repentance, when people usually fear God’s judgment.

a. However, the rabbis believed that viewing the feast as a coronation would replace fear with adoration for God’s grandeur as King.
· During Temple times, the blowing of trumpets was accompanied by the recitation of 10 kingship verses of Scripture.

· Some people sang 10 kingly psalms of David.

· Others read the Ten Commandments,

· While still others favoured reciting from the book of Genesis the 10 words God spoke during creation.
b. Whatever route people chose, the point was to acknowledge God’s authority as the only true, majestic King (cf. Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 32a).
3. God’s kingship over Israel is still highlighted in the current traditional Hebrew blessing, “Blessed art Thou O Lord our God, King of the universe.”
B. When the time was right, God planned to administer His kingship authority through a representative >> TURN Deut. 17:14-20

1. God provided specific qualifications and guidelines for the man who was to hold this high and powerful office:

a. Vs. 15 – He was to be an Israelite
b. Vs. 16 – He was not to create a large military by amassing horses
c. Vs. 17 – He was not to amass wives
d. Vs. 17 – He was not to amass a large personal fortune
e. Vs. 18 – He was to write out personally a copy of the Law of God
f. Vs. 19-20 – He was instructed to read the Law throughout his lifetime
g. Vs. 16 – He was never to make the people return to Egypt
2. According to Egyptologists, the pharaohs saw themselves as divine and received worship as the incarnation of Egypt’s creator sun-god, Ra.
3. The Israelites, however, were to worship only the true God, the Creator and King of kings, who delivered them from slavery in Egypt; and their kings were to see themselves as His human representatives, as King David did in 1 Chr. 17:20-22 << READ
4. Prior to David, Israel’s thrust into the realm of human kingship did not go well.

a. Saul, from the tribe of Benjamin started well but ended in failure.

b. Then God chose young David from the tribe of Judah, “a man after His own heart” (1 Sam. 13:14; cf. Acts 13:22).

1) With David God made a covenant that is in effect to this day: “And thine house and thine kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever” (2 Sam. 7:16).
2) Israelite kings came and went. Some were good; most were bad.
But the Davidic Covenant remained!
II. JUDAH THE ROYAL LINE

A. Hundreds of years prior to David’s birth, God had designated Judah as the royal tribe.

1. In ancient Egypt, the patriarch Jacob, whose name God changed to “Israel” in Gen. 32:28, gathered his 12 sons to his deathbed for their final blessings.

a. When Jacob’s eyes rested on his son Judah, he saw in Israel’s future a specific King to come: “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be” (Gen. 49:10). I.e. the people were to be obedient unto him.

b. An ancient Aramaic paraphrase puts it this way: “He who exercised dominion shall not pass away from the house of Judah, nor the scribe from his children’s children forever, until Messiah shall come. Whose is the kingdom, and whom the peoples shall obey” (Targum of Onkelos).

c. In Genesis, Jacob had prophesied about the coming King-Messiah and His Kingdom.

2. The word “Shiloh” means “the one who brings rest or peace.” It expresses the belief that the King will bring tranquillity to His people. The sceptre represents authority.

3. The fulfillment of Jacob’s prophecy began with the anointing of King David in 1 Sam. 16:13).

a. Ultimately, this prophecy will be fulfilled with Jesus. He is the King, the God-Man, and the Son of David who will sit on Israel’s throne forever.

b. As the angel Gabriel told His mother, Mary in Lk. 1:32 – “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David.”
B. When Jesus first came to Earth, He was viewed as a king!

1. In Matthew 2:2 we are told that foreign Oriental scientists from the east called “wise men” enquired, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him”
2. In Lk. 19:38 when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a colt on Palm Sunday, fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9, the multitude joyfully acknowledged His kingship: “Saying, ‘Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.’”
3. And when He was nailed to the tree, “…a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS” 
(Lk. 23:38).

4. Today Israel still waits for its Davidic King. When the time is right, “…the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory…” (Mt. 25:31).

5. The ancient rabbis taught, “At the end, the very end of days, Gog and Magog and their armies shall go up against Jerusalem, but they shall fall by the hand of the King Messiah” (Targum Yerushalmi II on Numbers 11:26).
When the Lord Jesus Christ returns to rescue Israel, the world will recognize Him instantly for He will have “…on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16).

Then Israel will have its final and divine King; and “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this” (Isa. 9:7).

God’s design for the offices or Priest, and King were meant to protect Israel, so let us understand the . . .
III. The Devine SEPARATION of the Offices
‘‘Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” So said Sir John Dalberg-Acton in the 19th century, and nothing happening in the world to date has contradicted him. In fact, when you examine the Mosaic Law, his statement seems almost biblical.

A. The Mosaic Law strictly separates the three most important offices: prophet, priest, and king.

1. Prophets could be kings, as David was. Priests could be prophets, as Samuel was. BUT kings could not be priests, AND priests could not be kings.
2. The kings were never to interfere with the spiritual ministry of the priests, and under no circumstances was the king to be united with the priesthood.

3. To control a nation spiritually and politically vests too much power in a single human being who, by his very nature, is a sinner and therefore susceptible to corruption. And absolute power corrupts absolutely!
B. Nebuchadnezzar exemplified someone who had absolute power.

1. He ruled the entire known world in the days of the prophet Daniel. In interpreting the dream of the great image for him, Daniel told him 2:37–38: “Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.”
2. Nebuchadnezzar was so taken with this interpretation and the portrayal of his own importance that he erected a 90-foottall, gold image of himself and commanded everyone to fall down and worship it or die (3:4-5).

a. He melded religious and political power together and abused them both.

b. When Daniel’s friends—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego (in Hebrew, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; Dan. 1:7)—refused to worship the image, Nebuchadnezzar had them thrown into a furnace where the fire was so hot it killed the men who threw them in.

c. But God delivered Daniel’s friends, and to the amazement of “the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them” (Dan. 3:27).
3. Amazed by what he had seen, Nebuchadnezzar did an about-face and in Daniel 3:29 said, “Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.”
C. Nebuchadnezzar did not have the Mosaic Law. However, Israel did. When two Israelite kings attempted to join the offices of priest and king, God judged them severely.
1. The first was King Saul. His coronation was in 1 Samuel 10
a. After reigning one year Israel was at war with the Philistines in 1 Samuel 13
1) Saul wanted to make a sacrifice to God to encourage his trembling troops. But to do so he needed Samuel, Israel’s prophet-priest.

2) Saul waited “seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him” (1 Sam. 13:7-8). So Saul decided to take matters into his own hands.

3) He overstepped his authority as king and brought the offering himself. He combined the offices of king and priest.

b. Impatient, Saul believed he could wait no longer and unlawfully took on himself the priestly task of making multiple sacrificial offerings for the nation. Then Samuel came and when he knew that Saul had taken liberties by offering the sacrifices, he rebuked him with the words, “Thou hast done foolishly” (1 Sam. 13:13).
c. Saul’s fear of losing control of his army and impetuous abuse of power brought serious consequences.
d. Therefore Samuel told him in vs. 14, “thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart, and the LORD hath commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee.” Saul’s transgression cost him his kingdom and later his sanity.

2. Approximately 260 years later, we read in 2 Chr. 26:4 that a 16-year-old Uzziah became king and “…did what was right in the sight of the LORD…”
a. Uzziah enjoyed the second longest reign in the history of the kings of Judah — 52 years.
b. He appears to have been popular, smart, and powerful. Yet in 2 Chr. 26:16 we see he became prideful: “…when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the LORD to burn incense upon the altar of incense.”
c. Then in the next two verses (vs. 17-18) Azariah the priest and 80 other valiant priests withstood the king “…and said unto him, It appertaineth not unto thee [i.e. it is not appropriate for you], Uzziah, to burn incense unto the LORD … go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from the LORD God.”
1) Uzziah was a good man. But he was human, and, consequently, a sinner.

2) Pride is a dangerous sin. It can destroy families, ruin ministries, split churches, and estrange you from God.

3) In Uzziah’s case, it led to complete isolation for the rest of his life: 
>> READ 2 Chr. 26:19-21
IV. CONCLUSION:
God established the offices of prophet, priest and king for a reason, and He has been determined to keep priest and king separated.

The kings were to rule on God’s behalf – the priests were to be in the Temple, steeped in God’s Word and His Law, reminding the king to direct the nation toward God.

There will forever be only one Person who has the credentials to unite these three offices: the Messiah of Israel. He is the ultimate prophet (Deut. 18:14-22), the interceding Priest (Ps. 110:1-4; 4:14-16), and the eternal King (Ps. 2; Rev. 19:16)
Isaiah prophesied about Him in 9:6-7, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7] Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.”
When absolute power is realized in Jesus the Messiah, the incorruptible, sinless Son of God, the result will be absolute righteousness, morality, and integrity on Earth forever.

Will you be in His kingdom? Will you submit to Him as your king today?
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