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Influence of Joy – Gratefulness and Joy

Influence of Joy
Gratefulness and Joy

TEXT:
Nehemiah 12:27-43 (vs. 43)
INTRODUCTION:
A. The city of Berlin, Germany will be forever famous for its infamous Wall.

When the wall was still in existence, you could walk up and down in front of the wall and see little offerings and shrines dedicated to those that were killed trying to escape from the oppression of the East to the freedom of the West. The Berlin wall gained fame as a wall that divided the city.
It is to be noted that the city of Jerusalem is also famous for its walls.
In Nehemiah’s time, THEIRS was a wall that united people rather then dividing them!
B. The book of Nehemiah focuses on his work for God in the rebuilding of the wall around Jerusalem. 
1. The latter part of Chapter 12 tells the story of the dedication of the wall around Jerusalem.

2. It describes a wonderful event, which was evidently postponed for a while until the city had been repopulated and the surrounding wall re-built.

3. Now in Chapter 12 we find that the wall is built.

a. The gates are hung. The city is well defended and it is filled with people.
b. There is an air of excitement and great joy seems to be bursting forth from every person regardless of age.
4. The workers of Nehemiah had reason to celebrate and they had reason to do so with great joy.

a. God had provided strength with which to complete the wall.
He had afforded them protection from the opposition.

b. Not only did God bring them back to their ancestral city, He most importantly provided a means by which a great spiritual awakening could and did happen for the people of Israel.

C. When it comes to the things of this material world it seems we have little trouble in preparing for a celebration – a victory parade – a “WELCOME HOME” or surprise party!

1. Seemingly, it is a different story when is comes to spiritual events and victories.

2. God desires for us to express our gratitude and for us to have joy and enjoyment when we experience victories or successfully accomplish a God-given task.

3. A deep and genuine sense of gratitude is foreign to our daily routine. For some reason, an expression of gratitude for spiritual victories doesn’t come naturally to us. We have to work at being grateful!
D. Unless we plan otherwise, we will benefit little from all God’s wondrous care and never say, “Thank You.” 

1. Nehemiah had determined that this would not happen with the building of Jerusalem’s wall.
a. Nehemiah seemingly was a good judge of human nature.

b. He knew that it would have been natural for the Jews in Jerusalem, at this point, to take credit for what was accomplished.

· We have worked so hard 

· We have completed a very difficult project 

· We have sweated, suffered, and sacrificed to make this happen 
· We deserve to be congratulated

2. BUT Nehemiah knew that from start to finish, this project had been bathed in prayer and built in dependence upon God.
a. So, He made sure that God got the credit He deserved.

b. He planned a dedication ceremony – a time to thank God for what had He had done

3. Celebration OF and celebration BEFORE our God should be something that is well planned and well carried out.

a. Most of the time when we get together to celebrate we simply allow what ever happens to happen.

b. We don’t give the celebration much thought or planning and don’t stop to consider that in the book of Colossians 3:23-24 we are directed in that, “whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24] Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.” 
c. It is the Lord Jesus Christ that we are serving. You see even when we celebrate we are to honour God with our best effort.

II. The Preparation for the influence of Joy starts with a Grateful Heart – Vs. 27

A. Firstly, we need to be content with our circumstances – Create an atmosphere of joy. The Levites were instructed to “keep the dedication with gladness”
Blarney Castle in Ireland

A guide at Blarney Castle in Ireland was explaining to some visitors that his job was not always as pleasant as it seemed.

He told them about a group of disgruntled tourists he had taken to the castle earlier in the week. “These people were complaining about everything,” he said.

“They didn't like the weather, the food, their hotel accommodations, the prices, or anything. To top it off, when we arrived at the castle, we found that the area around the Blarney Stone was roped off. Workmen were making some kind of repairs.” 

“This is the last straw!” exclaimed one lady who seemed to be the chief faultfinder in the group. “I've come all this way, and now I can't even kiss the Blarney Stone.”
“Well, " the guide said, "according to legend, if you kiss someone who has kissed the stone, it's the same as kissing the stone itself.”

“And I suppose you've kissed the stone,” said the exasperated lady.

“Better than that,” replied the guide. "My dog has!” 

What do you do when the coffee is too hot, the line is too long, or things aren’t what they seemed? Are we more apt to complain, or to show contentment? 

1. Notice vs. 27 – “they sought the Levites out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness…”
2. The past participle of seek is the word “sought.”
a. This word means “to search out (by any method, specifically in worship or prayer); by implication, to strive after: —to ask, beg, beseech, desire, enquire, get, make inquisition, procure, (make) request, require, seek (for).
b. It seems some of these folks were unwilling to participate in the dedication of the Temple. I am sure if you have ministered to people for any length of time you have come across folks who think nothing substantial is taking place in the church service, “the same ole, same ole” and decide to stay home, while the church meets.

3. Now that the wall was complete, are any of us deluded to think things were now perfect in Jerusalem? 

a. Was every home prosperous? 

b. Was every heart at peace? 

c. Were their families completely free of sickness, accidents, and death? 

d. Was life for everyone suddenly easier and less uncertain?

4. Absolutely NOT, BUT if you are waiting for life to become easier, the economy to improve, your health to recover, or society to turn back to God, you may NEVER be happy again. 

a. Some people go through life like MARBLES 
· To protect themselves from pain, rejection, and the pressures of life, they develop a hardened exterior
· They become cynical and suspicious, and seldom enjoy anything 

b. Some go through life like GRAPES
· The smallest offense, the least pressure, crushes them
· They go through life isolated, fearful, and uncertain
· Such people rarely smile
c. In life, we need to have the quality of clay – the ability to yield under pressure. 

d. We need to see that God is using the circumstances of life to mould us into His image – to fashion us into His design.

e. For such people, life is exciting, full of hope, and joy is a daily reality because they realize that God can give joy in spite of less than perfect circumstances. 
5. A joyful heart – is a reflection of our contentment WITH our circumstances. 

a. Although the finished wall made things better for the Jews, they had not had time to enjoy the benefits the wall would bring. 

b. Though their circumstances had not changed, Nehemiah still charged them with the responsibility to dedicate the wall with gladness!
6. Joy – is a response of out spirit that is independent of our circumstances 

a. Happiness many times is an emotional feeling, but true joy is a constant state of being, not based on surroundings but on your position in the family of God.
b. Joy can be a daily reality when we realize that God can give joy in spite of less than perfect circumstance
B. Count your blessings: vs. 27 – “keep the dedication…with thanksgiving”
1. Gratitude doesn’t depend on WHAT is happening, but HOW you view your circumstances.  
As some might be aware, the British Isles is known for gloomy weather.

Scottish minister Alexander Whyte was known for his uplifting prayers in the pulpit. During one particularly depressing spell, Scottish Pastor Alexander Whyte cheered his congregation by opening his service with the following prayer, “We thank thee, O God, that it is not always like this.”

2. Whether we are a grateful people or grumblers it is our choice.
3. THINKFULNESS leads to THANKFULNESS
a. We often take God’s blessings for granted simply because we do not take the time to consider all that He does for us every day 

b. The Christian life should include intentional moments of thinking and thanking 

C. Stir your heart with godly music: vs. 27 –  “keep the dedication…with singing”
1. Nehemiah assembled an orchestra of cymbals, psalteries, harps, and trumpets.

a. He called for a choir.

b. Verse 46 indicates that “the chief of singers” were to lead the assembled congregation in songs of praise and thanksgiving. 

2. The right kind of music produces the right kind of outlook on life. 

3. Life can be grim and our burdens heavy, but songs of praise and worship can lift our hearts and lighten the load. 

III. There is A Pattern FOR A GRATEFUL HEART – VERSES 28-42 

A. Purification – Vs. 30 

1. This is the preparation of the heart 

a. We cannot celebrate before God until we are clean before Him. 

b. God isn’t expecting perfection, but He is expecting purity. 
· Pure motives – is doing what you’re doing because you love God 

· Pure desires – just a eagerness and disposition to please God and have His will in our lives 

2. We will never know real joy or gratitude with a hypocritical heart. 

a. We know if we’re allowing immorality to creep into our lives 

b. We know if we’re obedient to God’s Word 

c. We may do a good job of hiding our hypocrisy from others, but we can’t hide it from ourselves or from our God.
3. Purification involves confessing our sins and putting them away – a process that ALWAYS produces joy.
4. It is interesting to look at what order of what they cleansed and purified.

a. The priests and the Levites first cleansed themselves. They knew that in order to anything great for God or to truly celebrate before His throne that they must be cleansed. 

b. Next, they purified the people. They purified the others around them.

c. And finally they purified the gates and the walls; they purified the project or today what we would call the ministry that we are attempting for God!

d. We need to cleanse and purify in that same order!

1) But, sadly, most of the time we purify the project or the ministry asking God’s blessing on it first.
2) After that we all have a strong tendency to seek out the “the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, while ignoring ”the beam that is in” our own eye (Mt. 7:3)

3) We do this in a feeble attempt to help them cleanse themselves, and do so because it is the “right” thing to do.
4) Then maybe – just maybe – we might turn the magnifying glass upon ourselves to cleanse ourselves.

5. Seemingly, in today’s society, that in our churches, we all are guilty of trying to cleanse the outside while the inside is rotten and stinky and filthy.

a. Our FIRST TASK – our FIRST RESPONSIBILITY – our FIRST DUTY before God is to cleanse ourselves.

b. We must confess or admit those things specifically that we do wrong and against God’s plan. Specifically, we must do that.

6. It should be obvious that holiness precedes happiness. We can put on a happy face and come to church, but true joy, true happiness only comes after we are clean.

a. For when we are spotlessly clean we are free of guilt.
Sin always brings about guilt.

b. The more that you are in the presence of God and the more that you read His Word, and the more that you pray and the more that you are around those whose lives express what they profess, then the more that you are aware of your actions.

c. You become aware of your sins on a much greater and deeper scale, AND every time that you become aware of your sins, the more guilt that you feel.

1) Some may say that I am so guilty of sin, so dirty, I’m so, so bad because of the filthy actions of my life — I can never become clean.

2) In Isaiah 1:18 we read, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”
In 1998, Marganita Laskey probably one of the best known naturalists and humanists said right before her death…

What I envy most about you Christians is your forgiveness. I have nobody to forgive me!

The real sad part about that is that she was wrong. God wanted to forgive her; He was waiting to forgive her. BUT she never asked!

7. Unconfessed sin can eat away at the joy that God has for us.

It is like a tree that is blown over in the forest by a windstorm. After the storm you walk into the woods and see the tree that just days before had appeared to be fine and strong and vibrant.

Then as you get closer you see that the inside of the tree had been eaten by little insects and that it was rotten and hollow and had no core, no substance other than what you saw on the outside.

Friends, unconfessed sin is like those little bugs and we are like that tree.

Listen, my God will instantly forgive your sin if you simply ask. And if you desire to celebrate the way that He intends, we need to be released from the sin that so easily besets us. 
B. Participation – Vs. 31-42

1. Nehemiah got as many people up on the wall as he could – princes, priests, singers, and ordinary men.
2. Nehemiah gathered “the princes of Judah” in vs. 31 and divided them into “two great companies.”
3. From the Tower Gate they encircled the city; with half going towards the Dung Gate to the right and in vs. 38-39 half to towards the Old Gate. 

a. The gates received their names from what they were associated with. 

b. From each gate we can draw some lessons from their symbolism.
Here are a few.
· The Dung Gate – the place where the broken, corrupt, worthless things of life were discarded. This gate speaks to us of SEPARATION – the need for cleanliness from defilement. Scripture tells us there are two types of dung (or rubbish) in our lives that need to be thrown out by repentance. The first type is the shameful deeds of our old life such as lust, hate, and anger. The second type is the glory of the old life.
· The Fountain Gate – the place of abundant blessings is located close to the dung gate. This speaks to us of the living waters of the Holy Spirit that cleanse our lives and empower us for our Christian life. This gate speaks to us of The Comforter, and our need of leading the SPIRIT-filled life –
· The Old Gate – It is the gate of sound doctrine. It speaks to us of Consistency in sticking to the old paths and the good ways wherein we should walk and find rest to our souls. 

· The Sheep Gate – where the lambs that were to be offered as a sacrifice for sin. It speaks to us of Calvary —the Cross and Christ as the Lamb of God. It is the gate of sacrifice pointing us to Jesus.
What is to be learned from the encircling of the walls? Lesson #1 

As that congregation encircled the wall in an unbroken line, taking in all these different gates, they were illustrating the truth of 1 Thessalonians 5:18 – “In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
· Give thanks for what seems good, and for what seems bad. 

· Give thanks in the victories, and in the failures. 

· Give thanks for the sacrifice that has saved us, allowing God to rescue our broken, ruined lives – turning them into trophies of His grace. 

Lesson #2 

As the congregation encircled the wall, not only were they thanking God for it all, they were also dedicating it all to God. 

· Real joy begins when we give God permission to take control over all that we are and all that we have. 

· Nothing is held back – everything is given to Him to do with, as He will.
In the propagation of the influence of joy we saw in vs. 30 the need for the Preparation of the heart in its Purification and in vs. 31-42 there was the need for Participation … 
C. In vs. 42b there is Passion – “the singers sang loud”
1. Jezrahiah led his choir to sing with enthusiasm 

2. In this principle we need to understand that we are not to be controlled by our feelings, but by the truth. 

a. When we do the right things, regardless of how we feel, the right feelings will usually come. 

b. Jezrahiah knew that if he could get his choir to sing with enthusiasm, they would become enthusiastic.

IV. THE PROFIT OF A GRATEFUL HEART – VS. 43
A. Is that it is INSPIRING – turning our hearts to the things of God –
“Also on that day they offered great sacrifices and rejoiced…”
1. Realizing that God had done something “big” for them, they gave back to God in a big way. 

2. The immediate result was more joy. They became cheerful givers. 

B. Is that it is INFECTIOUS – “…for God had made them rejoice with great joy: the wives also, and the children rejoiced.” 

1. We teach our families to appreciate God by expressing our appreciation for God’s blessings, as here in seen this verse with wives, mothers and children joining their husbands and fathers
2. Too often we do just the opposite through grumbling, criticism, and our lack of involvement. 

C. The profit of a grateful heart is that it is INVITING – “the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off.” 

Have you ever gone to a sporting event and as you approach the stadium you hear the bands from blocks and blocks away? And as you get closer you can hear the occasional cheers or even boos depending on who is the favourite team? 

But notice it wasn’t the choirs that were heard afar off nor the bands and the instruments.
It was the sound of great rejoicing that was heard afar off.

More than anything else, I think what they were celebrating the very presence of God.

Who do you suppose heard the shouts of praise ringing out from God’s people for the wonderful things He had done? All the enemies who had tried to keep the wall from being finished!
CONCLUSION:

All around us are people who hunger for real happiness, they try to find it in the things of this world: money, possessions, fame, and immorality. Solomon, whose wealth was estimated in 2017
, to be some 2.2 trillion dollars, and who had 1,000 wives and who was said to be the wisest man who ever lived said, “I gave my heart to wisdom concerning all things (Eccl. 1:13). … I sought in mine heart to gave myself to wine … to lay hold of folly … I made great works” [building houses, vineyards, watered pooled gardens and orchards} “I got me servants and maidens … also I had great possessions … I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings … I gat me men singers and women singers … musical instruments, and that of all sorts. So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me. And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.
Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun” (Eccl. 2:3-11).
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (12:13).

Real happiness only comes through knowing God and appreciating what He does in your life.

People are attracted to those who have a smile on their faces—smiles that they know are real and who have a song in their hearts that cannot be silenced.

· How long has it been since you experienced a joyful gratitude?
· How long has it been since you paused to count your blessings?

· How long has it been since you thanked God for His faithfulness, His gifts, His forgiveness, and grace?
The INFLUENCE OF JOY is inspiring, infectious and inviting!
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