OUR BELOVED’S VINEYARD
ISAIAH 5:1-7
I. THE WORDS OF EFFORT
   It was carefully cultivated and cared for.
A. PLANTED ON A VERY FRUITFUL HILL

   Isaiah 5:1b, “My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:”
   He chose the very best spot for the vineyard. 
   He didn’t plant it in the sunless shade or in a waterlogged swamp. 
   He planted it on a hill that had good access to the sun. 
   It was a fruitful hill, which means that the soil was fertile and moist yet well drained.
   When God saved us He gave us all the nutrients that we need.

   He did not want us lacking anything.

   1. The Rewards Of The Hill
   a. Food—His Scriptures
   “It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”—Matthew 4:4.
   When the disciples went into Samaria to buy food and came back to the well where Jesus had just talked to the woman they wanted Him to eat.

   “But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of.”—John 4:32.

   The Word of God gives us the strength we need to live, grow, and blossom.
   b. Water—Supplication
   When you pray about things it helps the Word to go down easier.

   When we pray we have the opportunity to tell the husbandman what we need.

   Prayer is the energy by which we do things.
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   c. The Son
   He desires to shine down upon us and by our relationship with Him, to cause the food and water to help us grow.

   Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me (severed from Me) ye can do nothing.”—John 15:5.
   d. The Holy Spirit
   The Holy Ghost is like a super-growth tablet.

   He helps us to rise above the mediocrity and the average.

   He fortifies us so that we are better able to fight off disease.

   2. The Responsibilities Of The Hill 
   Matthew 5:14-16, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
   Lights in a building are no good unless they are turned on.

   Let’s not be afraid to let the world taste of our fruit (our spirit, testimony).

   May they, through us “taste and see that the LORD is good:”—Psalm 34:8.

B. THE FENCE

   Isaiah 5:2, “And he fenced it,…”

   God gives us the best protection.

   Isaiah 27:3, “I the LORD do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.”

   Psalm 125:2, “As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever.”

   Psalm 34:7, “The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.”
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   Satan told God in Job 1:10, “Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.”

   Oh, how we need to open our eyes and see how much God cares about us.

   He sees every sparrow that falls.

   He sees every hair that falls out.
C. FISHED OUT THE STONES 
   Isaiah 5:2, “…and gathered out the stones thereof,”
   A commentator by the name of Young said this of Palestine: 
   “The Arabs have a proverb to the effect that when God created the world an angel flew over it carrying a bag of stones under each arm. As He flew over Palestine, one bag broke so that half of all the stones in the world are in Palestine. 

   The person who has traveled in this land will appreciate the enormity of the labor involved in clearing a field of stones.”
   They would use these stones to make a fence.
   If someone wanted to mar the land they would scatter the stones.

   He laboriously removed the stones so common in the soil of Palestine so that these stones could not hinder the plants’ growth by preventing their roots from reaching down deep into the soil to get needed moisture.

   He gathered the stones out of it, that, as nothing from without might damage it, so nothing within might obstruct its fruitfulness. 
   He extended His grace to take away the stony heart.

   He gathered and removed all hindrances.
   Sometimes that is what the pastor has to do.
D. PLANTED THE FINEST VINE

   Isaiah 5:2, “…and planted it with the choicest vine,”
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   He planted it with grapes that very large and that had very small seeds. 
   God isn’t interested in having junk.

   You are worth something.

   He created you in His image.

   Though they don’t realize it, the church is worth all the money in the world to the sinner.

   There would be no true liberty without the church.

E. THE FORT
   Isaiah 5:2, “…and built a tower in the midst of it,”
   Towers were built to keep a watch out for thieves.
   May I remind you of the words of Jesus, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”—Matthew 26:41.

   Mark 13:33, “Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.”

   May I remind you that we are not to be ignorant of Satan’s devices?
   We know our weaknesses; therefore, let’s not go any where near them.

   Adam and Eve fell because they did not watch.

F. A PLACE TO FORCE THE WINE OUT
   Isaiah 5:2, “…and also made a winepress therein:”

   He also laboriously hewed out of a huge stone a winepress with an upper area for pressing the grapes and a lower vat to collect the juice.
   Job 23:10, “But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.”

   Titus 2:14, “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
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   You grow fruit to give others.

   God desires the fruit of the Spirit to be in our lives.

   He desires the fruit of souls won for Him.

   He expects us to produce the fruits of righteousness,

   Hebrews 13:15 tells, “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”
   Our Beloved has a vineyard, and He has spared no expense, time, or energy to make it beautiful and wonderful.
II. THE WORDS OF EXPECTATION
   Isaiah 5:2-4, “…and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?”
      He had generously fulfilled all of His obligations to the vineyard, and the bad fruit was exclusively the fault of the vines.

   Moses prophesied of this day in Deuteronomy 32:32,33, “For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter: 33 Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps.”
   God’s expectations are neither high nor hard, but righteous and very reasonable. 
   Yet see how His expectations are frustrated: It brought forth wild grapes; not only no fruit at all, but bad fruit, worse than none, grapes of Sodom.  

   All God had was a worthless product.

   Some people think these wild grapes are what they call monk’s hood or nightshade. 
   It produces berries like grapes in appearance, but poisonous. 
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   Liberal and Charismatic churches are producing grapes, but they are worthless. They are ones who have no power, prayer, or purity.
   A bare profession, though ever so green, is not good enough: there must be more than buds and blossoms. 
   Good purposes and good beginnings are good things, but not enough; there must be fruit, a good heart and a good life. 
     It is very sad with a soul when instead of the grapes of humility, meekness, patience, love, and contempt of the world, which God looks for; there are the wild grapes of pride, worldly passion, discontent, malice, and contempt of God. 

   Instead of the grapes of praying and praising, the wild grapes of cursing and swearing, which are great offences to God.  
   God expects vineyard-fruit from those that enjoy vineyard-privileges, not leaves only.

   God expects the same of you. As Christians, we tend to forget the wonderful benefits and advantages that we have as Christians. 
   Paul said of himself in I Corinthians 15:10, “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”
III. THE WORDS OF EXECUTED WRATH
   Isaiah 5:5,6, “And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: 6 And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.”
   Their doom was read, and a righteous sentence passed upon them for their bad conduct towards God. 
      What can be done with rotten fruit? What can be done with wild or sour grapes?    
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   Nothing! They are not good for consumption. 

   You can not make juice with them, you can not eat them. 
   Simply, God can not use them. They have to be destroyed. 
   The whole vineyard has to be destroyed otherwise it will continue to produce the same kind of fruit. 
   This is God’s judgment. 
   This is the grapes under the gavel of God. 
   Destroyed so they will not be able to reproduce themselves.


   Two men robbed a jewelry store. One was a lawyer and the other was a high school dropout. After being arrested, convicted and sentenced, the lawyer received a 10-year imprisonment. The dropout only received 3 years. 
   The counselors for the lawyer protested the harsh judgment but the judge insisted that the lawyer was under greater responsibility to be an example of the law.
   In like manner, we who are Christians and of Christ’s Church are under a greater responsibility to be living examples of the Lord Jesus Christ.

   He is a God that expects obedience. 
   He is a God that requires Holiness of His people.    

   And if you’re grapes are sour, if you’re weeds are wild don’t be surprised when God’s wrecking crew shows up to trample down that Hedge of Mercy, that Wall of Grace.

CON:
   John 15:1,2,4,6, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.”
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   We don’t expect to get some where unless we stay in the car.

   Neither can we expect to grow unless we abide in Christ.

   Some people want the feeling but not the responsibility.

   What kind of fruit are you producing?
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