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Polishing Personality or Building Character?

Polishing Personality or Building Character?
Character

TEXT:
Proverbs 11:3 – “The integrity of the upright shall guide them …”
INTRODUCTION:
It has been said, “Character is either something you have or something you are!”
Rather than BEING a character we should all strive to be a people OF character.

A. Definition of Character

1. The definition of character to which I refer involves the mental and moral qualities distinctive to an individual.

2. These qualities speak of that which is honourable, having strength of mind; being resolute. Such an individual is independent of the influence of others.

3. A person of character has moral qualities consisting of strength, fibre, righteousness, uprightness; fortitude, strength—a spine, backbone, toughness, resolve, will power giving him or her firmness of purpose.

4. Character is made up of principles and motives that control one’s life—normally it would be one’s character that would save him from suspicion.

…Character and reputation are distinctively different…character is what a person is; reputation is what a person is thought of to be or what one is supposed to be. Character is the make of a person—it is in him, reputation is in the minds of others. Character is injured by temptations, and by wrongdoing—reputation by slanders, and libels. Character endures throughout defamation in every form, but perishes when there is a voluntary transgression; reputation may last through numerous transgressions, but be destroyed by a single, and even an unfounded, accusation or aspersion. Abbott [edited]
B. It might surprise you to learn that the word “character” DOES NOT occur in the Bible. BUT there are at least two Bible words for character:
1. One is “INTEGRITY” as found in our text is the quality or state of being complete or whole usually referring to moral innocence, or simply being upright.
a. Dictionary – defines “integrity” as — "An unimpaired condition or sound adherence to a code of moral values, and the quality or state of being complete and undivided.” Example: The integrity of the Bible (whole, complete). The integrity of a building is structurally sound [Webster’s].
b. The Hebrew word used means a wholesome mind that is innocent and upright. This moral soundness is an honest quality that is free from corrupting influences or motives; — used especially with reference to the fulfillment of contracts, the discharge of agencies, trusts, and the like.
c. Our text says “integrity … guides” a person.

1) He makes decisions based on the integrity of his heart—not the company he keeps or the circumstances he is in.

2) We have an example of this in the life of two people: Job & Joseph
a) Job 2:3 – God reminded Satan of the integrity and righteous character of Job. Moreover, God pointed out to Satan how that Job had maintained his integrity even though God had allowed the devil to virtually destroy him.
b) Job 2:9 – Mrs. Job had lost everything her husband had. Her wealth and her children were now gone.

(i) Whereas Job maintained his integrity—she was bitter.
She therefore urged her husband to curse God and die.

(ii) It is apparent that Mrs. Job did not possess the same level of spiritual maturity, which her husband did.
c) Job 13:15 – Job had suffered greatly. Yet, even if God determined to kill him, he would trust Him.

(i) Moreover, even if God chose to slay him, Job determined to maintain his innocence before God.

(ii) He would maintain his mental and moral principles that had guided his life to this point. Those principles of honour righteousness, and uprightness.

(iii) What a profound testimony. Even if death knocked at his door, Job would maintain his integrity and trust God no matter what!

d) Job 27:5 – Job vowed that he would not acquiesce to his accusers condemnation. He determined he would maintain his integrity until he died.
e) In Genesis 39 we have the story of Joseph in Potiphar’s House 
Gen. 39:1-6 – Though, Joseph was sold into slavery and had suffered unjustly for righteousness’ sake, God blessed him and providentially caused him to be promoted to overseer of Potiphar’s household. 
Gen. 39:7-10 – Mrs. Potiphar evidently noted that God had blessed them because of Joseph and made him a worthy trophy if she could bring him down. Joseph’s loyalty to his master was supremely demonstrated when Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him to lay with her. Joseph steadfastly refused.

Joseph righteously noted in that he would be sinning against the one who had entrusted so much to him. Moreover, the ultimate sin would be against God, as adultery always is. SEE vs. 9
The righteous, moral character of Joseph is clear. As the wife of a high-ranking Egyptian official, it may be assumed Potiphar’s wife was an attractive woman. Furthermore, it may well be presumed that she, in her attempt to allure Joseph, conduct herself inappropriately and immodestly as she “day by day” (vs. 10) sought to seduce him. He remained resolute. He wisely ran from her advances.

f) SEE also Prov. 19:1 – The thought is simple. It is better to be poor and honest than to be a slick talker and a fool.

g) Prov. 20:7 – A righteous man has integrity. He will do that which is right according to God and His Word,

(i) Accordingly, his children are blessed.
Two profound principles are in view. 
· God blesses righteousness (which manifests itself in integrity.)

· The children of those who are upright are blessed after them.
(ii) We will never go wrong to do what is right! Moreover, our children are the beneficiaries.
· Former US Senator Alan Simpson, from Wyoming (1979–97) said: "If you have integrity, nothing else matters. If you don't have integrity, nothing else matters.” (Reader's Digest, March 2001)

· Charles Colson founder of Prison Fellowship International and who served as Special Counsel to President Richard Nixon said, “The three most important ingredients in Christian work are integrity, integrity, integrity.” He spent 7 mos. in prison for a lack of integrity in conspiring to cover up the Watergate burglaries under President Nixon.
2. Our second word for character in the Bible is “VIRTUE” – Proverbs 31:10 refers to “a virtuous woman” —a woman of character – the intrinsic moral excellence of a person.

C. We all have a certain type of personality (sometimes called “temperament”).

1. But, character (aka “virtue”) is something you must acquire.
TURN >> 2 Pet. 1:5 – “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;”
2. If you don’t “add” character to your life, you won’t have it.

We are NEVER to confuse someone’s character with his or her personality.

II. The DIFFERENCES between character and personality
· Character is built—Personality is something we are born with.

From infancy we can learn character from various sources, incidents and individuals. Quite often was say, “like father, like son,” or the apple doesn’t fall too far from the tree,” or “they are a chip off the old block” meaning that children learn character traits from parents.
Some Christian schools have and do advertise that they are “A Character Building Factories.” (Midwestern Baptist College, Dr. Tom Malone, president.)
The philosophy of most military services is to tear you down and then build you into the kind of soldier they want you to be. Often young men in their teens are sent to military academies to develop character.

You are NEVER TOO OLD to develop Character! If you are ever to amount to much you need experiences, people, and institutions that will instil discipline… diligence… duty… and determination into your life.

· Character is developed—Personality is who we are inherently.

· Character may be lost or regained—Personality is never lost because it is part of who you are as a person. But it may become either tarnished or polished.

· Character is a matter of choice—Personality is a matter of heredity.

· Character is both Godward and manward—Personality is primarily manward.

· A person may have a shining out going personality, charismatic winsome personality, yet be devoid of inward character. We have an example in Saul – 1 Sam. 9:2.
 “And [Kish] had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice [impressive], young man and a goodly [handsomely]: and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people” (1 Samuel 9:2).
Saul was more concerned what the nation of Israel thought of him rather than God.

I have known various characters with cute, likable and charming personalities, but few with integrity and virtue.

Students who sweet talked teachers to get our of assignments,

There was a missionary here in Ireland who took support money—money people gave sacrificially to see souls saved and to start churches to give himself an education to leave the ministry.

· We have many shinny personalities in our world, but I’m afraid there is a dearth of character in them.
III. The DEVELOPMENT of character

· Our focus should be to build character in our lives. Sometimes people try to cover their lack of character by merely polishing their personality.

A. Character is developed in a closet

1. It is what a person does when he knows no one is watching him.

2. D. L. Moody, a great evangelist who died at the beginning of the 19th century said, “Character is what you are in the dark.”

3. However, personality is polished so others will view the person publicly in a positive light. Jesus said in Mt. 23:27 – “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.”
B. Character is rarely formed with one who has a life of comfort or pleasure.

1. David in Ps. 26:1 said… “Judge me, O Lord; for I have walked in mine integrity…”
2. David’s character was developed as he fled from a jealous king and lived in the wilderness. 

3. David’s son, Absalom, had an attractive personality, but lacked inward character.

a. Absalom polished his personality to improve his outward persona for selfish advantage. TURN >> 2 Sam. 15:2-6
b. Some may display a measure of kindness, like Absalom, but it is only a facade, shown to gain acceptance or approval
1)  2 Pet. 2:3 – “And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.”
2) Politicians are experts as this.

4. Polished people are agreeable and pleasant as they mingle with other like-minded people. But, their personality changes when they’re around people who disagree with them.

C. Character does not change regardless of circumstances.

· Character will keep a commitment even when the circumstances surrounding the commitment may have changed.

D. Character does not give in to peer pressure – Turn Dan. 1:8; 3:16-18; 6:10.
IV. The DISPLAYING of character

The Bible gives many examples of men and women of moral character versus those with polished personalities.

· Job was a man of integrity (Job 2:3; 27:5; 31:1).

· Ruth was woman of character. In Ruth 3:11 – Boaz said to her, “… My daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.”
A. Men of character, like David, are not easily offended when they are falsely accused. 1 Sam. 17:28-29
B. Men of character do not seek revenge when they are wronged (e.g. Joseph).

A man of character will extend grace to those who have wronged or offended him (Gen. 50:20-21).

C. Men of character are not perfect.

1. They sin! But, when they sin, they will own up to their sin, confess it, and repent.

2. When Nathan the prophet exposed David’s sinful relationship of adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband Uriah in 2 Sam. 12 David repented in vs. 13 and said “I have sinned against the Lord”
3. Men of character, like David, will accept the full responsibility for their foolish actions. In 1 Chronicles 21 David sinned in not trusting in God’s defence rather than in the number he had in his army. When God exposed his sin in vs. 8 David said, “I have sinned greatly, because I have done this thing: but now, I beseech thee, do away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly.”
4. However, men of personality will blame others for their mistakes, like King Saul. TURN >> 1 Sam. 15:13-15, 20-21
SUMMATION:

Make sure you are building character into your life and not merely polishing your personality.
While polish may be good, it is worthless unless there is strength of character to back it up.

When polish becomes an end in itself, it is only pride—And that is SIN!
Remember, “The Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance [personality], but the Lord looketh on the heart [character]” (1 Sam. 16:7).
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