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The Making of a Missionary

The Making of a Missionary
Missions

TEXT:
Eph. 4:11-13

AIM:
To reveal the progression of mission through the NT
INTRODUCTION:
With Bible-believing churches, like this one, having a mission’s conference and emphasising missions and missionaries it might surprise you to learn that the word missionary and missions is NOT found in the pages of Scripture.
Are we to be charged with teaching and preaching error? Let us see!
At the return of our Lord Jesus Christ to His heavenly position in glory, after His resurrection, He gave the church He started, the GREAT COMMISSION, as it is recorded in each of the Gospels
Therefore, as His disciples we are to “Go…into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mk. 16:15). Baptizing converts and “teaching them to observe all things whatsoever” (Mt. 28:20), as Christ had commanded the apostles. Our Lord has promised to be with us in this endeavour until He returns in judgement on this world.
From the day of Pentecost to this day, NT churches worldwide have been faithfully preaching the gospel, baptising souls that have been saved and discipling them to do all that Christ commanded. As a result, new churches are started, as the process is repeated.
Among other things to accomplish this task, God gave some gifts to His churches in the form of gifted men. The four offices: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, along with teachers, were divine gifts given to the Ephesian assembly for its own spiritual and physical edification.
ONE of these gifted officers, the “pastor”, is found in the leadership position of each local church. Each pastor in Scripture is an “elder” (though not all aged men are pastors), he is also referred to as a “bishop” or overseer, meaning one who has oversight as a superintendent of God’s assembly in any local. *It is important to understand that all four of these words refer to the same man.
It is my contention that today’s missionary is a pastor sent out by the church to evangelise the lost and organise an assembly that will act as a mother church that sends out missionaries to start other churches though the evangelisation of the lost.

What I would like to do is show how churches are formed by the efforts of the missionary using the apostle Paul as our example.
I. Saved and Serving 
A. Saul was a Scourge – Acts 8:1-4
B. He Surrenders to the Saviour – Acts 9:1-6
C. He Submits to Believer’s Baptism

1. Baptism by immersion is the first step of obedience for one who professes to be saved who calls Jesus their Lord and Saviour.

a. Acts 9:6 – “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? …”
b. Acts 9:17-18 – Saul didn’t have to pray about it – only obey the Lord
2. Here we see the sequence of faith is followed by baptism.
Never in the NT is faith and baptism ever found in the reverse order.

a. Never do we find ‘Lone Ranger” Christians in Scripture, those who profess to be saved then refuse to be baptised.

b. Never were people baptized to initiate faith or enter a covenant.
Rather, believers’ baptism was always AFTER one had trusted Christ.

c. Saul, the great persecutor of Christ and his disciples, now had formally and officially identified himself with Him in believers’ baptism.

1) Since the inception Believer’s baptism with John, to this very day, baptism has been the first step of obedience in the Christian life.
2) Baptism was an outward expression of the inward spiritual experience.
Not only does it identified one with Christ, but visualises for all to see the death, burial and future hope of resurrection with Christ.
3. NOTE he was align by his baptism with the church in Damascus (vs. 10, 19, 22)

D. Serving
1. Receiving Christ as Saviour so transformed Saul, he could not but preach and did so with great effect – vs. 21-22
2. A strong indicator of conversion for every believer is the desire to tell others of Christ. This is NOT just an indication for one who is to be a missionary.
a. Saul immediately gravitated to the synagogues to proclaim to his Jewish brethren his discovery that Jesus was not only the Christ, but “the Son of God.”
b. His salvation so infected him with enthusiasm; he could not contain himself or refrain from telling his former colleagues of the Torah the truth, which he had found.

3. This so infuriated the Jews they sought to kill him (vs. 23, 29), therefore the brethren in vs. 30 sent him to Tarsus, to his hometown (Acts 9:11).
Saul was SAVED, SERVING resulting in him being …

II. Selected and Sent

A. Saul was SOUGHT out by Barnabas in Acts 11:25

1. We don’t hear of Saul (Paul) again until Barnabas seeks him out.
Don’t you think that is strange?
2. Tarsus was Saul’s hometown. Exactly how long he had been there since departing Jerusalem is not clear, though Galatians 1 and 2 does give some chronology of around 17-yrs.

3. Nothing is said of Saul’s time in Tarsus, but it may well be assumed he joined the church there if there was one and for sure he continued to witness and preach about Christ.
B. Saul was SHIFTED by Barnabas to Antioch – Acts 11:26
1. Barnabas found Saul and seemingly convinced him of his need in the full-time ministry, and brought him to Antioch.

2. They together spent an entire year in Antioch assembling literally in the church and teaching them.

a. Notice that in the meantime, the believers in Antioch had organized themselves into a church of which Saul and Barnabas were members.

b. This church would go on to become one of the great churches in early church history.

c. History records that giants of the faith, such as Ignatius and Chrysostom, later pastored this great church.
3. Notice also that “the disciples were called Christian first in Antioch.”
a. The word translated as Christian literally meant “one belonging to Christ.”
b. It essentially means “Christ’s ones.”
1) The term was coined and applied to the disciples by unbelieving gentiles.

2) The disciples themselves preferred that term along with ‘people of the way,’ as well as, believers, brethren, and saints.

3) The Jews would NEVER so use this term for it implied that Jesus was in fact the Christ, their Messiah, which notion they categorically rejected.

4) As in the case of the Ana-baptists, and throughout history, their unbelieving enemies tagged the name Christian on the believers.

5) What is significant is that their testimony was such that the world around them knew exactly who they were and in whom they trusted.
6) How about you? Do you claim to be a Christian? Are you so idendified with Christ that world knows you as “one belonging to Christ?”
C. Saul and Barnabas were SELECTED for a work – Acts 13:1-2
1. They were ACTIVE in serving in the church: prophets and teachers.

2. The second man mentioned, “Simeon that was called Niger,” is almost certainly a black man, confirming that early churches had no nationality problem based upon the colour of one’s skin.
3. NOTE Barnabas and Saul were selected by the Holy Spirit NOT by family, friends or the fellowship of believers at Antioch.

D. Saul and Barnabas were SENT by the church – Acts 13:3-4

1. Saul and Barnabas begin the first missionary journey in history and it is during that journey in vs. 9 he started to be called Paul
2. There are only two offices in the church: pastor and deacon

a. Since only the pastor is qualified as a spiritual shepherd, and is a teaching elder, it follows to reason that he of the two offices would be sent out from the local church to start churches.

b. Of these two men, ONLY one would an ordained elder be sent to do the work of an evangelist, to teach doctrine, to organise churches from converts.
3. These God called and ordained men sent out by the local church, were autonomous agents (self-governing men), lead by the Holy Spirit, determining where to go and how to do their work.

a. They were not controlled by their local church or a mission agency.
b. Though guided by God’s Spirit, they were accountable for their decisions, conduct and labour to the local assemblies that supported them.
4. It is important to note they had the same accountability was the pastor of any church. Specifically, they were accountable for:
· Doctrine

· Ethics (Morals)

· Finances

E. Paul and Barnabas gave a STATEMENT to the church from where they were first set out – Acts 14:24-28
1. Returning and giving a report wasn’t required of Saul and Barnabas, but it was only natural for them to do so as a turn of events.
2. From this activity we traditionally expect supported missionaries to send prayer letters and love for them to report to their supporters when they are on furlough, if possible.
F. Paul and Barnabas were SANCTIONED by the Antioch church – 14:26

1. No missionary should be sent out from the midst of a church that has not witnessed the work of God’s grace and spiritual growth in that person’s life.

a. How do they handle people?

b. How have they handled personal trials and tribulation?

c. Overall are they faithful, knowledgeable, self-controlled, patient, godly, kind, loving, dependable, diligent, and have compassion for the lost?
2. It is wise for a missionary to either gain experience in his local church or to spend time as an intern on the mission field.
3. It is necessary that the missionary creates a budget and lives within that budget, just as those who support him do.
4. It would also be very important that a missionary learn to depend on the grace and mercy of God to accomplish his calling.
5. No supporting church should support a missionary candidate that is not sent out by a church (whether directly through a church or through a mission agency) or who cannot be recommended by their church.
6. Remember, though they are ambassadors for Christ and ultimately accountable to Him, they do represent your church’s doctrine and ethics in the country they are sent.
G. Paul and Barnabas SEPARATED – Acts 15:36-41

1. NOTE that it was Paul and Barnabas who decided to revisit the churches that were started on their first mission effort – vs. 36.
a. Once again showing guidance through God and not man.

b. This initiative marks the beginning of the second missionary tour.
2. They had a dispute over John Mark in vs. 37-39 and parted company. As one team went one way the other team another, BUT NOTE they both parted “being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God” in vs. 40
Paul was SAVED, SELECTED, SENT and all the while SERVING, But this brings us to the question as to how he was…

III. Supported
A. Paul was support two ways:
1. In Acts 18:1-3 Paul supported himself in “the same craft,” as Aquila and Priscilla.

a. The Greek word for “craft,” is were we got our word for technology.

b. These three had a skill in tent making by which they could make a living. They “wrought” or worked together profitably.

c. Today, with labour laws as they are in each country it is near impossible for a foreigner to one to work in a nation that is not his own.
2. A second means of income was the support of churches.

a. Timothy and Silas arrive with support from the churches to the north in Macedonia – Acts 18:5
b. Though not recorded here, it is noteworthy that Paul wrote later that the churches of Thessalonica and Philippi sent support to him.

· 1 Thessalonians 3:6 – “charity” benevolence

· 2 Corinthians 11:7-9 – “robbed other churches” (vs. 8)

· Philippians 4:10-16 – Vs. 15 says, “in the beginning” of Paul’s gospel ministry only the church at Philippi “communicated” shared their income with him.

c. This distribution of income in the support of Paul evidently allowed him to return to the ministry ‘full-time’ and not be “burdensome” to the Corinthian work (2 Corinthian 11:9). In so doing, his ministry was greatly expanded.
B. Supporting Missionaries Today

1. Some churches give token offerings to missions and missionaries.

2. Some churches give a tithe of their income or some fixed amount from their budget.

3. The recommended means I suggest to support a missionary is through ‘Grace Giving’ also more popularly known as ‘Faith Promise Giving,’ but this a message for another time.
CONCLUSION:
Tell me, are you saved? Have you been biblically baptised by immersion and have become a member of a local church?
If you are a genuine believer, are you actively presenting the gospel of Jesus Christ to the lost, whether by passing out tracts or by your personal witness to the undsaved around you?
You know as a believer you are to “work out your salvation” (Phil. 2:12). This process begins with an offering yourself as a living sacrifice. SEE >> Rom. 12:1-2
Do you realise that not all those who enlist in the military fight on the front lines – someone has to do KP and transport equipment, etc. BUT whatever branch of the military they have enlisted each soldier or sailor is available to move to the front lines if called upon.
BUT the question is, if you are saved, have you enlisted in the Lord’s army?

The greatest talent you possess, as a believer, is if you are available.
ARE YOU AVAILABLE? If God should call upon you to venture to a foreign land? 
If you are NOT called to serve in the ministry are you supporting God’s programme of missions?
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