


The World’s Greatest Truth
John 3:11-15

Introduction: Review last week as an intro. And discuss the distortion we face between truth and lie! Remind the congregation that God’s word is truth and totally trustworthy.

Truth is told as the secret of Salvation V.v.11-12
From truth notice the facts revealed. V.11
“Verily Verily” – Is used by Jesus to draw a line in the sand, in other words He separates the born again believer from not only the pagan unbeliever but also the religious unbeliever. 
“ye” – The condition of the one to whom Jesus speaks, in this case the religion who bring with them the influence of tradition and the ignorance of spiritual truth. Nicodemas was running with the wrong crowd. This crowd always has and always will cherry pick the Bible but in the end deny the truth of God’s word.
“we” – Jesus and those who had received Jesus as Lord and Savior, “we know” and “we have seen.” The Greek word for “seen” is horao and it literally means “meaning to see and know, to come to know, learn.” And, it describes the spiritual condition of those who truly follow Jesus.
From truth notice the faith required. V.12
Jesus reminds Nicodemas there are only two areas of the universe that affect mankind.
“earthly things” – In this case regeneration, its origins may be heavenly but we experience the manifestation on earth. 
“heavenly things” – Jesus as the Son of God and the mystery of the kingdom of heaven. 
To grasp the “heavenly things” will require faith from Nicodemas and if he was have having trouble grasping “earthly things”; how could his faith rise to grasp the “heavenly things.” 
Truth is told as the source of Salvation V 13
For every truly born again believer Jesus is the source of our Salvation, He came down from heaven, therefore Jesus knows about “heavenly things.” Jesus can and does speak with authority on “heavenly things” because heaven was His home; He knew all about it.
The Christian has the comfort of the Holy Spirit and the accompanying access to certain knowledge; Jesus is better than speculation, unfounded philosophy of religion and its dreamers, the deception of psychics and spiritists, the delusions of hope coming from satanic origins.

Truth is told as the simplicity of Salvation V.v. 14-15
Jesus took Nicodemas back to school, theology school that is. Jesus reference to Moses lifting up the serpent was nothing more than our Lord using Moses as a type of His coming crucifixion. The reality of this probably didn’t dawn on Nicodemas or even the disciples until after Jesus resurrection. 
As with Nicidemas the Lord directs us back to the Scriptures. Jesus doesn’t use vain speculation, tradition or the logic of man, He directs us through Scripture. 
Moses lifting the serpent was his last miracle on the border of the Promised Land. The rebellious people had been bitten by fiery serpents, they were dying without hope. Moses was commanded to make a brazen serpent and hand it high on a pole, lift it up for all to see. All the bitten had to do for salvation was to look, believe and live. The solution to the serpent venom was a joke to logic but life to the faithful.

Conclusion: The parallel is obvious. Christ was “lifted up” on the cross of Calvary, for all perishing sinners, aware of their need, willing to abandon useless logic of human remedy, daring to venture all on faith, “there is life for a look at the crucified one.” Jesus while speaking to Nicodemus of these things and setting before him an illustration the Lord used one of his emphatic “musts.” “Ye must be born again” Jesus said, this presses home the desperate need we have for a true relationship with Jesus Christ. Jesus said in verse 15 “That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” That statement is true today, which leads us to a couple of questions. Are you religious or redeemed? You can know and you must know in order to possess the World’s greatest Truth, which is Salvation. The second question is the life you are living, is it one that glorifies the Lord? I am not talking about being good, clean, and moral or the keeping of any religious law. I am talking about a life that focuses on Jesus Christ and one you live to glorify Him? Yes you can live that life and you should desire that life. 
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